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EP 1 197 341 B9
Description
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a transfer apparatus comprising the features of the preamble of claim 1 or
claim 2. It displays an image recorded in digital form by a digital still camera (DSC), a video camera, a personal computer
or the like through a transmission type image display device formed by a liquid crystal display device (LCD), and transfers
the displayed image to a photosensitive recording medium such as an instant photographic film which develops color
by light, thereby forming an image.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] Conventionally known examples of a method for transferring (i.e., printing) or recording a digitally-recorded
image to or on a photosensitive recording medium include an ink jet system using a dot-type printing head, a laser
recording system, and a thermal recording system.

[0003] A printing system like the ink jet system has various problems. For example, printing takes time, ink is likely to
cause clogging, and precision printing results in the sheet being moistened by ink. The laser recording system involves
an expensive optical component such as a lens, resulting in high apparatus cost. Further, the laser recording system
and the thermal recording system require considerable power consumption, and are not suited to be carried about.
[0004] Thus, generally speaking, the transfer apparatuses used in these systems and, in particular, the ones used in
the ink jet system have a problem in that the more precise the apparatus, the more complicated the driving mechanism
and the control mechanism, and the larger and the more expensive the apparatus, printing taking a lot of time.

[0005] Inthisregard, JP 10-309829 A and JP 11-242298 A disclose transfer apparatuses of the type in which a display
image is formed on a photosensitive recording medium like an instant film by using a liquid crystal device, thereby
achieving simplification in structure and a reduction cost.

[0006] The electronic printer disclosed in JP 10-309829 A is capable of copying the display screen of a liquid crystal
display on a photosensitive medium to produce a hard copy of a quality equal to that of a photograph. However, in order
to copy the display screen of the liquid crystal display on the photosensitive medium in this electronic printer, an optical
component such as a rod lens array is arranged between the display screen of the liquid crystal display and the photo-
sensitive medium, so that a predetermined distance (total conjugate length) is required between them. In the example
shown, the requisite distance is 15.1 mm. Further, the optical component is rather expensive.

[0007] Inthe case of the transfer apparatus disclosed in JP 11-242298 A, there is no need to use an expensive optical
component such as a lens or to secure an appropriate focal length. Thus, as compared with the conventional transfer
apparatuses, a further reduction can be achieved in terms of size, weight, power consumption, and cost. As shown in
Fig. 7, a photosensitive film 400 is closely attached to the display surface of a transmission type liquid crystal display
(hereinafter referred to as LCD) 300, and a light source (back light 100) provided on the opposite side of the photosensitive
film 400 with respect to the LCD 300 is turned on. That is, a fluorescent lamp 101 is switched on to turn on the back
light, whereby the image displayed on the LCD 300 is transferred to the photosensitive film 400.

[0008] Further, as shown in Fig. 8, the above-mentioned publication discloses another embodiment, according to
which a lattice 200 is provided between the back light 100 and the LCD 300, whereby diffusion of light from the back
light 100 is restrained. That is, the light is approximated to parallel rays. Further, by providing a spacer 201 consisting
of a rectangular hollow member between the lattice 200 and the LCD 300, it is possible to prevent the image of the frame
of the lattice 200 (the shadow due to the frame) from being taken by the photosensitive film 400, thus improving the
clarity of the image formed on the photosensitive film 400 to a satisfactory degree from the practical point of view without
providing an optical component or securing an appropriate focal length.

[0009] Further, as shown in Fig. 7, the publication discloses an example of a transfer apparatus in which the thickness
of the LCD 300, that is, the sum total of the thicknesses of the following components: a polarizing plate 301 on the display
surface side, a glass substrate 302, a liquid crystal layer 303, a glass substrate 304, and a polarizing plate 305 on the
back light 100 side is 2.8 mm and in which the image on the screen of the LCD 300 with a dot size of 0.5 mm is transferred
to the photosensitive film 400. To prevent diffusion of the light from the LCD 300, there is provided a 5 mm lattice with
a thickness of 10 mm, and a 20 mm spacer 201 is arranged between the lattice 200 and the LCD 300. Further, the LCD
300 and the photosensitive film 400 are closely attached together to effect image transfer without involving blurring
(unclarity) of the image.

[0010] In this case, an image displayed with a dot size of 0.5 mm is transferred with an enlarge dot size of up to 0.67
mm, which means an enlargement by approximately 0.09 mm on one side, and yet the image obtained is satisfactory
from the practical point of view.
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[0011] As described above, in the transfer apparatus disclosed in JP 11-242298 A, image transfer is effected, with
the liquid crystal display (LCD) and the photosensitive film being closely attached together, to prevent blurring (unclarity)
of the image and to obtain an image satisfactory from the practical point of view. It is to be noted, however, that exposure
of the photosensitive film in this arrangement involves the following problems.

[0012] First, as shown in Fig. 7, on the outermost surface of the LCD 300, there is arranged the film-like polarizing
plate 301, which is closely attached to the photosensitive film 400 during exposure. When the photosensitive film 400
is moved to perform a post-processing, the photosensitive film 400 and the polarizing plate 301 are rubbed against each
other to thereby flaw the film-like polarizing plate 301, and the flaw on the polarizing plate 301 is transferred to the
photosensitive film 400. Further, this flaw causes scattering of light, resulting in deterioration in the image quality.
[0013] It might be possible for the polarizing plate and the photosensitive film to be closely attached together during
exposure and slightly spaced apart from each other when the photosensitive film is moved. For this purpose, however,
it would be necessary to provide, apart from the photosensitive film moving mechanism, a mechanism for effecting close
attachment and detachment of the photosensitive film, which is contradictory to the requirement for a reduction in cost
and size.

[0014] Further, generally speaking, a photosensitive film, for example, an instant film, which is the easiest to use, is
kept in a lightproof case until it is loaded in a transfer apparatus. Since this lightproof case is equipped with an opening
frame somewhat larger than the film, the following procedures must be followed before the photosensitive film can be
brought into close contact with the polarizing plate.

[0015] First, prior to exposure, one photosensitive film is extracted singly from the lightproof case, and brought into
close contact with the surface of the polarizing plate on the surface of the LCD. In this condition, exposure is performed,
and, after the completion of the exposure, the photosensitive film is separated from the polarizing plate surface, and
moved for a next processing (In the case of an instant film, a processing liquid tube provided in the film sheet is pushed
open).

[0016] These procedures must be repeated for each photosensitive film. In particular, separating the photosensitive
film from the polarizing plate surface does not square with automation (or mechanization).

[0017] Recently, the screens of LCDs have progressed in terms of definition, and LCDs with an increased number of
pixels and a smaller dot size are being commercialized. For example, as LCDs using low-temperature polysilicon type
TFTs, UXGA (10.4 inches; 1200 x 1600 pixels), XGA (6.3 and 4 inches; 1024 x 768 pixels) are on the market.

[0018] An attempt to apply an LCD with such a high-definition screen to the transfer apparatus disclosed in JP
11-242298 A would lead to the following problem. In the case of UXGA, the dot size of each of the RGB pixels is
approximately 0.04 mm on the shorter side. In a transfer apparatus as disclosed in the above-mentioned publication, in
which enlargement in dot size is involved, it would be impossible to transfer an LCD image of such a minute dot size to
a photosensitive film with satisfactory clarity in a condition in which the dots of the RGB pixels are clearly distinguishable.
[0019] In accordance with the pre-characterizing part of claim 1 and claim 2, US-A-4 334 734 discloses a tranfer
apparatus in which non-parallel rays obtained by a mask having a slot are utilized. JP-A-58 193 522 describes a structur
in which light is converged by using a gradient index rod lens array. Due to this gradient index rod lens array, this prior
art device does not utilize parallel rays to transer an image from the display device to a recording medium.

[0020] JP-A-58 193 175 discloses a clock having a printer function for printing a displayed image on an LCD panel in
a form of letters or numerals. The displayed image is transferred by means of a point-source light.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0021] Itis an object of the present invention to eliminate the above problems in the prior art and to provide a transfer
apparatus which can realize a substantial reduction in size, weight, power consumption, and cost with a simple structure
and which can also be formed as a portable device.

[0022] This is achieved by the features of claim 1 or claim 2. The present invention provides a transfer apparatus
which is applicable to various types of liquid crystal displays ranging from a liquid crystal display of an ordinary pixel
density to a liquid crystal display with a high definition screen having a high pixel density and which makes it possible
to obtain a photographic image of a desired degree of clarity, from a photographic image which is satisfactory from the
practical point of view to a high-definition photographic image of a higher level of clarity.

[0023] The present inventors have conducted careful study on a transfer apparatus which makes it possible to obtain
a photographic image of a desired degree of clarity, which is of higher practical value, and which allows use of a
transmission type image display device, such as a liquid crystal display, which has a high-definition screen of a high
pixel density in a structure in which the liquid crystal layer is held between two sets of substrates and polarizing plates.
As a result of the study, the present inventors have found that, to prevent blurring (unclarity) of the image, which is
inevitably generated when bringing the transmission type image display device and the photosensitive recording medium
out of contact with each other, that is, when separating them from each other to achieve a higher practical value with a
simple structure, it is necessary to set the sum total of the thicknesses of the substrate and the polarizing plate on the
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photosensitive recording medium side of the transmission type image display device in accordance with the separation
distance between the two components.

[0024] The present invention provides a transfer apparatus comprising a light source, a transmission type image
display device in which a liquid crystal layer is held between two sets of substrates and polarizing plates and a photo-
sensitive recording medium wherein the light source, the transmission type image display device and the photosensitive
recording medium are arranged in series along a direction in which light from the light source advances, and a display
image transmitted from the transmission type image display device is transferred to the photosensitive recording medium,
and wherein the transmission type image display device and the photosensitive recording medium are arranged in a
non-contact state, and a distance between the transmission type image display device and the photosensitive recording
medium and a sum total of thicknesses of a substrate and a polarizing plate at least on a side of the photosensitive
recording medium in the transmission type image display device are set in accordance with a definition of the display
image.

[0025] The sum total is not more than 1.0 mm.

[0026] The distance is 0.01 mm to 3 mm.

[0027] Preferably, the displayimage and theimage transferred to the photosensitive recording medium are substantially
identical in size.

[0028] Preferably, each pixel size of the image display device is not more than 0.2 mm.

[0029] The transfer apparatus further comprises a substantially parallel rays generating element arranged between
the light source and the image display device.

[0030] Preferably, the substantially parallel rays generating element comprises a porous plate having a plurality of
through-holes, and wherein the porous plate has a thickness not less than three times the diameter or equivalent diameter
of the plurality of through-holes.

[0031] Preferably, the plurality of through-holes are parallel to each other and have a circular or polygonal cross section.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0032] In the accompanying drawings:

Fig. 1is a schematic side sectional view of a transfer apparatus according to an embodiment of the present invention;
Fig. 2 is a conceptual side sectional view showing a main portion of the transfer apparatus shown in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing the construction of an embodiment of a transmission type liquid crystal image
display device used in the transfer apparatus shown in Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing the construction of an embodiment of a film pack used in the transfer apparatus
shown in Fig. 1;

Fig. 5 is a perspective view illustrating an experiment method according to a comparative example;

Fig. 6A is a diagram illustrating the arrangement of through-holes in a porous plate used in the embodiment;

Fig. 6B shows an example of a substantially parallel rays generating element used in the present invention;

Fig. 6C shows another example of the substantially parallel rays generating element used in the present invention;
Fig. 7 is a side view showing the construction of an example of a conventional transfer apparatus; and

Fig. 8 is a perspective view showing the construction of another example of a conventional transfer apparatus.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0033] A transfer apparatus according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention will now be described in
detail with reference to the accompanying drawings.

[0034] Fig. 1 is a schematic side sectional view of a transfer apparatus according to an embodiment of the present
invention, and Fig. 2 is a conceptual side sectional view showing a main portion of the transfer apparatus shown in Fig. 1.
[0035] As shown in these drawings, the transfer apparatus of the present invention comprises a back light unit 1
serving as a light source, a porous plate 2 for generating substantially parallel rays, a liquid crystal display device (LCD)
3 for displaying an image recorded in digital form, a film case 51 accommodating photosensitive films 4, and a main
body case 6 containing the back light unit 1, the porous plate 2, the LCD 3, and the film case 51.

[0036] The porous plate 2, the LCD 3, and the photosensitive films 4 are arranged in series along the direction in
which the light from the back light unit 1 advances. At least the LCD 3 and the photosensitive films 4 are arranged in a
non-contact state. If it is possible to emit light of sufficient intensity from the back light unit 1 for effecting exposure of
the photosensitive film 4 in a short time with the display image transmitted through the LCD 3, there is no need to provide
the porous plate 2.

[0037] The back light unit 1 serving as the light source irradiates the LCD 3 all over from behind with uniform light,
and is a planar light source having a light emission surface substantially the same as the display screen of the LCD 3.
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It comprises a bar-like lamp 11 such as a cold-cathode tube, a light guide plate (not shown) for introducing the light
emitted from the bar-like lamp 11 in a predetermined direction, a reflection sheet (not shown) for reflecting the light
introduced to the light guide member in a direction substantially perpendicular thereto, and a back light assembly having
a diffusion sheet (not shown) for uniformalizing the light reflected by the reflection sheet, a prism sheet, etc.

[0038] There are no particular limitations regarding the back light unit 1 used in the present invention. It may be of
any type as long as it is a planar light source which uniformly diffuses light emitted from a cold cathode tube 11 by using
a back light assembly composed of a light guide plate, a reflection sheet, a diffusion sheet, a prism sheet, etc. It is
possible to use a well-known LCD back light unit. In the example shown, the size of the light emitting surface may be
the same as the size of the display screen of the LCD 3 or the photosensitive surface of the photosensitive film 4.
However, this should not be construed restrictively. It may be somewhat larger than the size of the display screen of the
LCD 3 or the photosensitive surface of the photosensitive film 4.

[0039] Aslong as it is a planar light source capable of emitting light of a desired intensity, the back light unit 1 used
in the present invention may also comprise an LED array light source, a light source using an organic or inorganic EL
panel or the like.

[0040] As needed, the porous plate 2 used in the present invention is arranged between the back light unit 1 and the
LCD 3, and converts the light from the back light unit 1 into parallel rays. It is a substantially parallel rays generating
element for making, as much as possible, the light impinging upon the LCD 3 parallel rays, and is a rectangular plate of
a predetermined thickness having a large number of through-holes 21 of a predetermined size arranged at a predeter-
mined pitch.

[0041] There are no particular limitations regarding the substantially parallel rays generating element used in the
present invention as long as it is endowed with the same function. Thus, instead of the porous plate 2, it is also possible
to use a square lattice shown in Fig. 6B, a hexagonal lattice shown in Fig. 6C or the like. However, in view of the ease
with which it can be produced, it is desirable to use a porous plate.

[0042] Further, in the present invention, the distance between the porous plate 2 and the LCD 3 is set at preferably
0.05 to 10 mm, and more preferably, 0.1 mm to 5 mm. This measure is taken for the purpose of preventing the pattern
of the through-holes 21 of the substantially parallel rays generating element, e.g., the porous plate 2, from appearing in
the form of a "shadow" due to the diffused light. The above setting of the distance is made such that the appearance of
the "shadow" as mentioned above can be prevented, without deteriorating the clarity of the transferred image.

[0043] There are no particular limitations regarding the material of the porous plate 2. It is possible, for example, to
use a metal plate such as an aluminum plate, a resin plate or a carbon plate having a predetermined thickness. Nor are
there any particular limitations regarding the thickness of the porous plate 2. [t may be appropriately selected in accordance
with the requisite clarity of the transferred image or the size of the display screen of the LCD 3 and the photosensitive
surface of the photosensitive film 4. From the practical point of view, the porous plate 2 may be produced by, for example,
stacking porous sheets together or resin molding. However, there are no particular limitations in this regard. It may be
produced by any method including a method by which holes are formed by machining.

[0044] Further, the plurality of through-holes 21 provided in the porous plate 2 may be arranged in any form and at
any pitch as long as the through-holes 21 are arranged uniformly. For example, they may be arranged in a lattice-like
fashion or a zigzag fashion (a close-packed fashion), with the zigzag fashion being preferable. The pitch at which the
through-holes 21 are arranged is preferably as small as possible. Each distance between adjacent two through-holes
21 is preferably in the range of 0.05 to 0.5 mm and more preferably 0.05 to 0.3 mm.

[0045] Further, there are no particular limitations regarding the configuration of the through-holes 21 provided in the
porous plate 2. It may be, for example, cylindrical, cylindroid-like, or prism-like. That is, the sectional configuration of the
through-holes 21 is not limited particularly and may be, for example, circular, elliptical or polygonal. However, to facilitate
the preparation, it is desirable for the sectional configuration of the through-holes 21 to be circular or polygonal. Further,
while it is desirable for the through-holes 21 to be parallel through-holes extending in the thickness direction of the porous
plate 2, they may also be usable as long as they are to be regarded as parallel.

[0046] Further, while there are no particular limitations regarding the size of the through-holes 21, it is desirable for
the diameter (in the case of circular holes) or the equivalent diameter (in the case of elliptical holes, polygonal holes,
etc.) of the through holes 21 of the porous plate 2 to be not more than 0.5 mm, and it is desirable for the thickness of
the porous plate 2 to be not less than three times the diameter or equivalent diameter of the through-holes 21. The
above-mentioned equivalent diameter is a dimension expressed as "4 x area/total-peripheral-length (or total circumfer-
ential length)". The diameter or equivalent diameter of the through-holes 21 of the porous plate 2 is set at not more than
5 mm, and the thickness of the porous plate 2 is set at not less than three times the diameter or equivalent diameter of
the through-holes 21 because these settings are effective in obtaining parallel rays by means of the porous plate 2.
[0047] It is desirable to provide a reflection reducing coating on the entire surface of the porous plate 2 including the
inner surfaces of the through-holes 21. There are no particular limitations regarding the reflection reducing coating as
long as its reflectance is not more than a predetermined value. Examples thereof include a black plating, a blackened
coating, and a black paint coating. In the present invention, it is desirable for the reflectance to be not more than 2%. If
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the reflectance is not more than 2%, the scattered light other than the parallel rays from the back light unit 1 can be
efficiently absorbed, and it is possible to efficiently emit only the substantially parallel rays (including parallel rays) from
the back light unit 1 and cause them to impinge upon the LCD 3. The reflectance rate can be measured at a wavelength
of 550 nm, using, for example, MPC 3100 spectroreflectometer manufactured by Shimadzu Corporation.

[0048] The LCD 3is atransmission type image display device for displaying digitally-recorded images. It is connected
to the digital image data supply portion of a digital still camera, a digital video camera, a personal computer or the like,
and displays a display image as a transmitted image in accordance with the digital image data supplied. In the digital
image data supply portion of a digital camera or the like connected to the LCD 3, an arbitrary image can be selected
from among images prepared beforehand and supplied. Apart from the above, the digital image data supplied to the
LCD 3 may also be data read from a transmission original or a reflection original by a scanner or the like. Further, the
LCD 3 may be of any type as long as it can display an image as a transmitted image. It may be of the type which displays
an image on the basis of analog image data on an image taken by an ordinary video camera instead of digital image
data. A predetermined gap is provided between the LCD 3 and the porous plate 2. As stated above, this gap is preferably
0.05 mm to 10 mm, and more preferably 0.1 mm to 5 mm. It is desirable for the gap to be adjustable to an arbitrary
dimension.

[0049] As shown in Fig. 3, the LCD 3 is formed by stacking together, from the photosensitive film 4 side toward the
porous plate 2 side (the back light unit 1 side), a film-like polarizing plate (hereinafter also referred to as the polarizing
film) 31, a glass substrate 32, an electrode 33, a liquid crystal layer 34, an electrode 35, a glass substrate 36, and a
film-like polarizing plate 37, the liquid crystal layer 34 being held between the glass substrates 32 and 36 and further
held by means of the polarizing plates 31 and 37 from both outsides thereof. It goes without saying that although not
shown, there are further provided a barrack matrix, an RGB color filter, an orientation film, etc., as is well known in the
art. For example, in the case of a TFT type LCD, the electrode 33 is a common electrode, and the barrack matrix, the
RGB color filter, etc. are arranged between the electrode 33 and the glass substrate 32, the electrode 34 consisting of
a display electrode, a gate electrode, etc. Instead of the glass substrates 32 and 36, it is also possible to use resin
substrates or the like.

[0050] Regarding the construction of the LCD 3, it may be a well-known one, as long as image display is possible,
except for the sum total of the thicknesses of the polarizing film 31 and the glass substrate 32 on the photosensitive film
4 side described below. It may be an LCD having a well-known liquid crystal display mode and driven by a well-known
driving system. Examples of the liquid crystal display mode include liquid crystal display modes using a polarizing plate,
such as TN mode, STN mode, CSH mode, FLC mode, and OCB mode. Examples of the driving system include active
matrix driving systems using TFTs, diodes, etc. and direct matrix driving systems using XY stripe electrodes.

[0051] There are no limitations regarding the size of the LCD 3. It is possible to select an appropriate size in accordance
with the size of the photosensitive film. Further, there are no particular limitations regarding the dot size of each RGB
pixel of the LCD 3. However, to obtain a clearer photographic image of high quality, it is desirable for the size of each
pixel on the shorter side to be not more than 0.2 mm. If the size is not more than 0.2 mm, it is possible to obtain a clearer
transfer image.

[0052] There are no particular limitations regarding the number of pixels (or pixel density) of the LCD 3. However, to
obtain a high-quality transfer image of high definition and high clarity, it is desirable to use an LCD having a high-definition
screen with a small RGB pixel dot size which is recently on the market. Examples of such an LCD include TFT type
LCDs, such as UXGA (10.4 inches; 1200 x 1600 pixels) and XGA (6.3 and 4 inches; 1024 x 768 pixels).

[0053] Inthe LCD 3 used in the present invention, it is desirable for the sum total t of the thicknesses of the substrate
32 and the polarizing film 31 at least on the photosensitive film 4 side to be as small as possible. It is set at not more
than 1.0 mm, more preferably not more than 0.8 mm, and most preferably not more than 0.6 mm. Still more preferably,
it is desirable for the sum total of the thicknesses of the substrate 36 and the polarizing film 37 on the back light unit 1
(the porous plate 2) side to be also small. It is set preferably at not more than 1.0 mm, more preferably not more than
0.8 mm, and most preferably not more than 0.6 mm.

[0054] While there are no particular limitations regarding lower limit values, it is possible, for example, to limit the
thickness of the glass substrate 32 as not less than 0.5 mm since the thickness of the glass substrate 32 can only be
reduced to approximately 0.5 mm. The sum total thickness values as mentioned above should not be construed restric-
tively. To realize the above condition, it is also effective to use resin substrates instead of the glass substrates. In that
case, the lower limit value of approximately 0.5 mm can be further reduced.

[0055] The reason for limiting the sum total t of the thicknesses of the substrate 32 and the polarizing film 31 on the
photosensitive film 4 side to not more than 1.0 mm in the present invention will be explained below.

[0056] By thus limiting the sum total of the thicknesses of these components, diffusion of light in the section between
the back light unit 1 and the LCD 3 is restrained, and, if, strictly speaking, the display surface of the LCD 3 and the
photosensitive surface of the photosensitive film 4 are held in a non-contact state, it is possible to obtain a clearer transfer
image.

[0057] Thatis, inthe transfer apparatus of the presentinvention, the display surface of the LCD 3 and the photosensitive
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surface of the photosensitive film 4 spaced apart from each other by a predetermined distance to hold them in a non-
contact state. This is certainly a condition necessary for obtaining a transfer apparatus which has a simple structure and
which is of higher practical value and easy to handle. On the other hand, this is rather undesirable from the viewpoint
of obtaining a clear transfer image since it aggravates the light diffusion between the display surface of the LCD 3 and
the photosensitive surface of the photosensitive film 4. In view of this, in the present invention, the disadvantage due to
the non-contact state (the increase in light diffusion) is compensated for by the advantage due to the above-mentioned
sum total thicknesses (the suppression of light).

[0058] As stated above, the conventional transfer apparatus disclosed in JP 11-242298 A, shown in Fig. 7, uses an
LCD having a thickness of approximately 2.8 mm. As shown in Fig. 7, the LCD comprises the two polarizing plates 301
and 305, the two substrates 302 and 304, and the liquid crystal layer 303 held between them. Although not stated in the
above-mentioned publication, generally speaking, the thickness of liquid crystal itself is approximately 0.005 mm (See
"Color TFT Liquid Crystal Display", p 207, published by Kyoritsu Shuppan). Thus, it is to be assumed that the sum total
of the thicknesses of the substrate 301 (305) and the polarizing plate 302 (304) is approximately 1.3 mm to 1.4 mm.
[0059] Light diffusion degree is in proportion to distance. Thus, when the above-mentioned thickness of 1.3 mm to
1.4 mm is reduced by half, the diffusion degree is also reduced by half, and it is to be assumed that the value "enlarged
by approximately 0.09 mm on one side", referred to with reference to the prior art, is also reduced to 1/2, that is,
approximately 0.04 mm to 0.05 mm. However, as stated with reference to the prior art technique, with this level of
diffusion degree, overlapping of adjacent dots occurs in a latest LCD with a minute dot size, such as UXGA or XGA.
[0060] Thatis, when the diffusion degree is solely reduced to approximately 0.04 mm to 0.05 mm, the image obtained
is rather unclear due to the occurrence of dot overlapping and color blurring attributable thereto. However, quite unex-
pectedly, a study by the present inventors has shown that, as stated above, by setting the sum total of the thicknesses
of the substrate 32 and the polarizing film 31 at least on the photosensitive film 4 side at not more than 1.0 mm, the color
blurring due to dot overlapping is eliminated even in the case of an LCD 3 of a minute dot size, such as UXGA or XGA,
making it possible to obtain a clear transfer image. It is to be assumed that this is due to the fact that the scattering by
the glass substrate 32 and the polarizing film 31 of the LCD 3 is reduced.

[0061] Inthe presentinvention, the photosensitive surface of the photosensitive film 4 is arranged with a predetermined
gap between it and the display screen of the LCD 3.

[0062] The film case 51 accommodates a plurality of photosensitive films 4. In the present invention, it is possible to
load a set (pack) of photosensitive films 4 in the film case 51 mounted inside the main body case 6 or to load a film pack
5 in which a plurality of photosensitive films 4 are accommodated in the detachable film case 51 in the main body case
6. It is desirable to adopt a construction in which the film pack 5 including the film case 51, that is, the film case 51
accommodating a plurality of photosensitive films 4 can be loaded.

[0063] The photosensitive film 4 is used as the photosensitive recording medium in the present invention. In the present
invention, any type of photosensitive recording medium will do as long as it allows formation of a visible positive image
by exposure printing of a transmitted display image in the LCD 3, and there are no particular limitations in this regard.
For example, it is desirable to use a so-called instant photographic film or the like. Examples of the photosensitive film
4 used as the photosensitive recording medium include "instax mini" and "instax" (manufactured by Fuji Photo Film Co.,
Ltd.), which are mono-sheet type instant photographic films.

[0064] Such instant photographic films are commercially available in the form of a so-called film pack in which a
predetermined number of films are accommodated in a film case.

[0065] Thus, in the present invention, if an arrangement is possible in which the gap between the photosensitive
surface of the photosensitive film 4 and the display screen of the LCD 3 satisfies the condition mentioned below, it is
possible to load the film pack 5 as it is in the main body case 6, as shown in Fig. 1.

[0066] Fig. 4 shows the construction of an embodiment of the film pack 5.

[0067] At one end of the film case 51 of the film pack 5 shown, there is provided a cutout 52 which admits a claw
member for extracting the film sheet 4 from the film pack 5 (the film case 51), and the film sheet 4 which has undergone
exposure is extracted from an outlet 53 of the film case 51 of the film pack 5 by the above-mentioned claw member, and
is transferred to a processing position by a conveying mechanism (not shown).

[0068] Here, the "processing" means pushing open a processing liquid (developer) tube (not shown) provided at one
end of the film sheet 4 beforehand and causing the developer to be uniformly spread over the entire inner surface of the
film sheet 4. It is executed substantially simultaneously with the extraction of the film sheet 4 from the film pack 5 and
the conveyance thereof. After the processing, the film sheet 4 is conveyed to the exterior of the apparatus through an
extraction outlet 62 of the main body case 6 (See Fig. 1).

[0069] As is well known, an instant photographic film of this type makes it possible to form a complete image for
appreciation in about several tens of seconds after the above-mentioned processing. Thus, in the transfer apparatus of
the present invention, the function of performing up to the above-mentioned processing is required. After one film sheet
has been sent out, the next film sheet appears, realizing a preparation state for the next exposure (transfer).

[0070] Regarding the method of handling this film pack described above, the instant camera using an instant photo-
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graphic film disclosed in commonly assigned JP 4-194832 A, is to be referred to.

[0071] In Fig. 4, numeral 54 indicates the height of the edge (stepped portion) of the film case 51 of the film pack 5.
By setting the height 54 of this edge at a desired dimension, it is possible to set the distance between the display surface
of the LCD 3 and the photosensitive surface of the photosensitive film 4 at a predetermined value as mentioned below.
[0072] Thus, in the present invention, apart from the fact that the height 54 of this edge is adjusted to a desired
dimension, the film pack of a well-known conventional instant photographic film is applicable.

[0073] Also in the case in which the film case 51 is mounted in the main body case 6 beforehand and in which only
one set of photosensitive films 4 is loaded in the film case 51, it is possible to set the distance between the display
surface of the LCD 3 and the photosensitive surface of the photosensitive film 4 to a predetermined range as mentioned
below by setting the height 54 of this edge at a desired dimension.

[0074] While, in the example shown in Fig. 1, the film case 51 is in direct contact with the display surface of the LCD
3 outside the effective image range of the photosensitive film 4, this should not be construed restrictively. When the
height 54 of the edge of the film case 51 is small, the film case 51 may be mounted or loaded so as to be spaced apart
from the display surface of the LCD 3 by a predetermined distance. Further, in the present invention, provided that the
conditions mentioned below are satisfied, it is possible for the film case 51 to be in contact with the holding panel externally
holding the display surface of the LCD 3.

[0075] As stated above, in the transfer apparatus of the present invention, in order to satisfy the conditions required
for realizing an apparatus actually easy to handle, the LCD 3 and the photosensitive film 4 are in a non-contact state.
Strictly speaking, the display surface of LCD 3 and the photosensitive surface of the photosensitive film 4 are held in a
non-contact state and spaced apart from each other by a predetermined distance. In accordance with the present
invention, from the viewpoint of obtaining a clear transfer image, the disadvantage due to the above arrangement, i.e.,
the increase in light diffusion, is compensated for by the advantage of the suppression of light diffusion which is achieved
by making the sum total of the thicknesses t of the glass substrate 32 and the polarizing film 31 on the photosensitive
film 4 side of the LCD 3 mentioned above not more than a predetermined dimension.

[0076] When itis said that the LCD 3 and the photosensitive film 4 are arranged in a non-contact state, it means that
the display surface of the LCD 3 and the photosensitive surface of the photosensitive film 4 are spaced apart from each
other by a predetermined distance and are not in direct contact with each other. Actually, as stated above, it is also
possible to adopt an arrangement in which while the film case 51 of the film pack 5 is in contact with the LCD outside
the effective range of the image of the photosensitive film 4, there is a space between the photosensitive surface of the
photosensitive film 4 and the display surface of the LCD 3.

[0077] Apart from this, it is also possible to adopt an arrangement in which there is provided between the display
surface of the LCD 3 and the photosensitive surface of the photosensitive film 4 a transparent glass plate or film of a
predetermined thickness, thus substantially maintaining a predetermined distance between them and not holding them
in direct contact with each other.

[0078] In the transfer apparatus of the present invention, the distance between the LCD 3 (i.e., its display surface)
and the photosensitive film 4 (i.e., its photosensitive surface) is preferably 0.01 mm to 3 mm, more preferably 0.1 mm
to 3 mm. As stated above, this arrangement is rather disadvantageous from the viewpoint of obtaining a clear transfer
image. However, it is a condition necessary for realizing an apparatus actually easy to handle. The disadvantage due
to this arrangement can be compensated for by the suppression of light diffusion, which can be achieved by making the
sum total t of the thicknesses of the glass substrate 32 and the polarizing film 31 on the photosensitive film 4 side of the
LCD 3 mentioned above not more than a predetermined dimension.

[0079] In the transfer apparatus of the present invention, it is desirable that the size of the image displayed on the
LCD 3 be substantially the same as the size of the image transferred to the photosensitive film 4. This is due to the fact
that, in the present invention, a direct transfer system is adopted in which no enlargement or reduction is effected using
a lens system, thereby making it possible to achieve a reduction in the size and weight of the apparatus.

[0080] The main body case 6 is a case containing the above-mentioned components of the present invention, that is,
the back light unit 1, the porous plate 2, the LCD 3, the film pack 5 (or the film case 51), a pair of rollers 61 for transferring
a film which has undergone exposure and developing the processing liquid, etc. In the main body case 6, the pair of
rollers 61 for transferring a film which has undergone exposure and developing the processing liquid are mounted at a
position where they face the exposed-film extraction outlet 53 of the loaded film pack 5 (or the film case 51). Further,
the main body case 6 has at a position facing this pair of rollers 61 the outlet 62 for extracting the exposed film 4 from
the main body case 6. Further, the main body case 6 is provided with a back-up pressurizing pin 63 which is inserted
from an opening on the back side of the exposed-film pack 5 and which presses the film sheets 4 against the front edge
of the film case 51, that is, the LCD 3 side.

[0081] Although not shown, it goes without saying that the transfer apparatus of the present invention includes a drive
source (motor) for driving the pair of rollers 61, a power source for driving the motor and lighting up the bar-like light
source 11 of the back light unit 1, electrical equipment for controlling these components, a data processing device for
receiving digital image data from a digital image data supply portion to display an image on the LCD 3 and converting
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the data into image data for LCD display, a control unit, etc.
[0082] The transfer apparatus of the present invention is basically constructed as described above.

Examples
[0083] Specific examples of the transfer apparatus of the present invention will now be described.
(Example 1 and Comparative Example 1)

[0084] Using a film pack of "instax mini", mono-sheet type instant photography films (manufactured by Fuji Photo Film
Co., Ltd.; image size in terms of diagonal length: 3 in.), as the photosensitive films, the following two cases were compared
with each other in terms of the degree to which a scratch is generated: a case in which the LCD surface (screen size:
4 in.) is in contact with the photosensitive surface of the film (Comparative Example 1), and a case in which the LCD
surface and the photosensitive surface of the photosensitive film are spaced apart from each other (Example 1). As
shown in Fig. 5, in Comparative Example 1, the photosensitive surface of the photosensitive film 4 was held in contact
with the surface of the LCD 3, and a load of 30 g was applied by a weight 7, with the photosensitive film 4 being movable.
[0085] The comparison of Example 1 with Comparative Example 1 showed that fine scratches were generated on the
surface of the photosensitive film 4 when the surface of the LCD 3 was held in contact with the photosensitive surface
of the photosensitive film 4, whereas it goes without saying that no such scratches were generated when these compo-
nents were spaced apart from each other.

[0086] Using the transfer apparatus shown in Fig. 2, constructed as described above, digitally-recorded images dis-
played on the LCD 3 were recorded on the photosensitive films 4 to obtain record images while varying each dimension
of the sum totals of the thicknesses of the polarizing plates 31 and 37 and the substrates 32 and 36 on the photosensitive
film 4 side (light output side) and the light input side of the LCD 3, the distance between the LCD 3 and the photosensitive
film 4, etc. The LCD 3 prepared has a display screen size of 3.5 in. The back light unit 1 prepared has a size corresponding
to the display screen size (3.5 in.) of the LCD 3. The bar-like lamp 11 used is a cold-cathode tube having a length of 70
mm. A power source having a direct voltage of 6.5V was used to turn on the cold-cathode tube and the brightness in
the center of the back light unit 1 was measured 1 minute after the cold-cathode tube was turned on. The brightness
obtained was 2500 Lv. Further, the color of the light source as measured in terms of the chromaticity coordinates was
x =y =0.297. This measurement was made with a spectroradiometer CS1000 of Minolta Co., Ltd.

(Examples 2-1 to 2-9)

[0087] First, as the porous plate 2, a porous plate was prepared in which circular through-holes 21 having a diameter
of 5 mm were provided at a pitch of 0.1 mm (in terms of partition thickness; see Fig. 6A) in a closest packet structure.
The thickness of the porous plate 2 was 15 mm. The distance (spacer thickness) from the outlet side (upper surface) of
the porous plate 2 to the LCD 3 was 2 mm. The above-mentioned "instax mini" film pack was used as the photosensitive
film 4.

[0088] In this construction, a transfer test was conducted while varying the dot dimension (shorter side) of the LCD 3
(two levels of 0.13 mm and 0.08 mm), varying the respective sum totals of the thicknesses of the substrates 32, 36 and
the polarizing films 31, 37 on the photosensitive film 4 side and the incident side (three levels of 0.93 mm, 0.75 mm, and
0.57 mm), and varying the distance (gap) between the LCD 3 and the photosensitive film 4 (three levels of 1 mm, 2 mm
and 3 mm).

(Comparative Examples 2-1 to 2-4)

[0089] As the porous plate 2, there was prepared one in which circular through-holes 21 having a diameter of 5 mm
were arranged in a pitch of 0.1 mm in a closest packet structure. Two levels were adopted for the thickness of the porous
plate 2 and the distance from the outlet side (upper surface) of the porous plate to the LCD 3. For the first level, the
thickness of the porous plate 2 was changed to 10 mm, and the distance from the outlet side (upper surface) of the
porous plate to the LCD 3 was changed to 5 mm. For the second level, the same values as in Examples 2-1 to 2-9, to
be more specific, 15 mm for the former and 2 mm for the latter were used.

[0090] In this construction, a transfer test was conducted, with the dot dimension (shorter side) of the LCD 3 being
0.08 mm or 0.13 mm, and the sum totals of the thicknesses of the substrates 32, 36 and the polarizing films 31, 37 on
the photosensitive film 4 side and the incident side being 1.3 mm, respectively. The distance between the LCD 3 and
the photosensitive film 4 was changed in four levels of 0 mm, 1 mm, 3 mm and 5 mm while these components are held
in close contact with each other.
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(Examples 3-1 to 3-13)

[0091] With a construction using a plurality of porous plates 2 composed of various combinations of diameters with
thicknesses for through-holes 21, including the same porous plate 2 as that used in Examples 2-1 to 2-9, a photosensitive
film 4 of the same type, and an LCD 3 with a dot dimension (shorter side) of 0.13 mm, a transfer test was conducted,
while varying the respective sum totals of the thicknesses of the substrates 32, 36 and the polarizing films 31, 37 on the
photosensitive film 4 side and the incident side (two levels of 0.93 mm and 0.57 mm) and varying also the distance
between the LCD 3 and the photosensitive film 4 (six levels). Three levels of 0.5 mm, 1.5 mm and 5.0 mm were used
for the diameter of the through-holes 21 of the porous plate 2, six levels of 1.5 mm, 3.5 mm, 4.5 mm, 5 mm, 10 mm and
15 mm for the thickness of the porous plate 2, and four levels for the "thickness of porous plate / through-hole dimension
of porous plate".

(Comparative Examples 3-1 to 3-2)

[0092] Underthe same conditions as in Examples 3-1 to 3-13, a transfer test was conducted, with the distance between
the LCD 3 and the photosensitive film 4 being larger (5 mm) than in the case of Examples 3-1 to 3-13.

[0093] In the above-mentioned transfer tests, the light-up time of the light source was adjusted such that transfer
images of substantially the same density were obtained. For evaluation, the transfer images were observed by using a
microscope with a magnifying power of 10, evaluating the clarity of the RGB dots in five levels according to Table 1.
[0094] Table 2 shows the results of Examples 2-1 to 2-9 and Comparative Examples 2-1 to 2-4, and Table 3 shows
the results of Examples 3-1 to 3-13 and Comparative Examples 3-1 to 3-2.

Table 1
Evaluation Point Status
1 RGB dots are very clearly visible.
2 RGB dots are clearly visible.
3 RGB dots are visible without overlapping.
4 Not more than half the RGB dots are overlapping.
5 RGB dots are overlapping and indistinguishable.
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(Examination of the Results)

[0095] As shown in Table 2, from the comparison of Examples 2-1 to 2-9 with Comparative Examples 2-1 to 2-4, it
can be seen that when the sum totals of the thicknesses of the substrates 32, 36 and the polarizing film 31, 37 on the
photosensitive film 4 side and the incident side are less than 1 mm, respectively, and the thickness of the porous plate
2 is three times the diameter of the through-holes 21, the dot transfer condition is markedly improved. In this case, the
dot dimension (shorter side) of the LCD 3 does not influence so much.

[0096] As stated above, the reduction in the respective sum totals of the thicknesses of the substrates 32, 36 and the
polarizing films 31, 37 on the photosensitive film 4 side and the incident side is very effective in improving the image
quality. Specifically, when the sum total thickness t varies as: 0.93 mm, 0.75 mm, and 0.57 mm, the difference is clearly
to be seen (comparison of Examples 2-1 to 2-4, Examples 2-5 to 2-8).

[0097] The distance between the LCD 3 and the photosensitive film 4 does not influence the image quality so much
as long as it is within the range of approximately 3 mm (comparison of Examples 2-7 to 2-9). This is very advantageous
in producing the apparatus since it facilitates the handling of the photosensitive film 4 (film sheet).

[0098] As shown in Table 3, from the comparison of Examples 3-1 to 3-13 with Comparative Examples 3-1 and 3-2,
it can be seen that while there is no great change as long as the distance between the LCD 3 and the photosensitive
film 4 is approximately 3 mm or less, the dot transfer condition (clarity) deteriorates when the distance is 5 mm exceeding
3 mm.

[0099] The fact thatthe distance between the LCD 3 and the photosensitive film 4 does not influence the image quality
so much as long as it is not more than 3 mm is very advantageous in producing the apparatus since it helps to facilitate
the handling of the photosensitive film 4 (the above-mentioned film sheet). It can be seen that, if the sum total t of the
thicknesses of the substrate 32 and the polarizing film 31 on the photosensitive film 4 side is the same as the sum total
of the thicknesses of the substrate 36 and the polarizing film 37 on the incident side, as the distance between the LCD
3 and the photosensitive film 4 is gradually shortened as: 3 mm, 2 mm, 1 mm, and 0.5 mm, the evaluation becomes
higher, providing increasingly satisfactory results.

[0100] Regarding the thickness of the porous plate 2, it can be seen that, from the relationship between the thickness
of the porous plate 2 and the dimension of the through-holes provided in the porous plate 2, a markedly desirable effect
is achieved when the value of the coefficient: "thickness of porous plate / through-hole dimension of porous plate" is not
smaller than a certain value. That is, the above-mentioned value indicates the degree to which the light transmitted
through the porous plate is approximated to parallel rays.

[0101] Specifically, a reduction in the dimension of the through-holes or an increase in the thickness of the porous
plate is effective. To achieve a reduction in the thickness of the entire apparatus, however, the former is more desirable.
Due to the limitations in production, the lower limit of the through-hole dimension is approximately 0.2 mm. From the
practical point of view, values of approximately 0.5 mm to 2 mm are preferable. Regarding the thickness, values of
approximately 3 mm to 20 mm are preferable from the practical point of view. While in the above example the value of
the "thickness of porous plate / through-hole dimension of porous plate" is 3, this value is preferably not less than 5, and
more preferably not less than 7.

[0102] Anotherexperiment showed that, due to the reductionin the LCD dot size, each dot was not so clearly transferred
as compared with the case of the "transfer apparatus” disclosed in JP 11-242298 A. In particular, when the LCD dot
size is not more than 0.2 mm, the tendency is remarkable.

[0103] From the above results, the effect obtained by the transfer apparatus of the present invention is obvious.
[0104] That s, in the transfer apparatus of the present invention, the sum total t of the thicknesses of the substrate
32 and the polarizing film 31 at least on the photosensitive film side of the LCD is set at not more than a predetermined
value, that is, not more than 1.0 mm, more preferably not more than 0.8 mm, and most preferably not more than 0.6
mm, whereby it is possible to substantially improve the clarity of the transferred image. Further, as can be seen, by
spacing apart the LCD and the photosensitive film from each other by a predetermined distance of 0.01 to 3 mm, it is
possible to obtain an apparatus which is easy to handle and of a simple structure, making it possible to substantially
improve the clarity of the transferred image.

[0105] Thus, in the transfer apparatus of the present invention, it is possible to set the sum total of the thicknesses of
the substrate and the polarizing film on the photosensitive film side of the LCD, and the distance between the LCD and
the photosensitive film in accordance with the clarity desired for the transfer image.

[0106] While various embodiments and examples of the transfer apparatus of the present invention have been de-
scribed in detail, the present invention is not restricted to these embodiments and examples. Various improvements and
modifications are naturally possible without departing from the scope of the claims. For example, the back light unit as
the light source and the LCD as the image display device are not restricted to the above-described ones. It is also
possible to adopt one with various functions within the permissible range. Further, the digitally-recorded image (digital
image data) used in the present invention may also be a digitally-recorded image read with a scanner or the like from
a transmission original including a photographic film such as a negative film or a reversal film, or a reflection original
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such as a photograph.

[0107] As described above in detail, in accordance with the present invention, it is possible to realize a transfer
apparatus which enables, with a simple structure, actual reduction in size, weight, power consumption, and cost.
[0108] The effectofthe presentinvention can be further enhanced by adding the above-mentioned additional conditions
to the above-described basic construction.

[0109] Further, in accordance with the present invention, it is possible to use from a liquid crystal display of an ordinary
pixel density to a liquid crystal display of a high-definition screen with high pixel density, making it possible to obtain a
transfer image of a desired clarity from among images ranging from a photographic image that is satisfactory from the
practical viewpoint to a high definition transfer image of higher clarity.

Claims
1. A transfer apparatus comprising:

a light source (1);

a transmission type image display device (3) in which a liquid crystal layer is held between two sets of substrates
and polarizing plates; and

a photosensitive recording medium (4);

wherein the light source (1), the transmission type image display device (3) and the photosensitive recording
medium (4) are arranged in series along a direction in which light from the light source advances, and a display
image transmitted from the transmission type image display device (3) is directly transferred to the photosensitive
recording medium (4), and
wherein the transmission type image display device (3) and the photosensitive recording medium (4) are arranged
in a non-contact state, and a distance between the transmission type image display device (3) and the photosen-
sitive recording medium (4) and a sum total (t) of thicknesses of a substrate and a polarizing plate at least on a
side of the photosensitive recording medium in the transmission type image display device are set in accordance
with a definition of the display image, characterized in that a substantially parallel rays generating element (2) is
arranged between the light source (1) and the image display device (3) and that said sum total is not more than
1.0 mm.

2. A transfer apparatus comprising:

a light source (1);

atransmission type image display device (3) in which a liquid crystal layer is held between two sets of substrates
and polarizing plates; and

a photosensitive recording medium (4);

wherein the light source (1), the transmission type image display device (3) and the photosensitive recording
medium (4) are arranged in series along a direction in which light from the light source advances, and a display
image transmitted from the transmission type image display device (3) is directly transferred to the photosensitive
recording medium (4), and
wherein the transmission type image display device (3) and the photosensitive recording medium (4) are arranged
in a non-contact state, and a distance between the transmission type image display device (3) and the photosen-
sitive recording medium (4) and a sum total (t) of thicknesses of a substrate (32) and a polarizing plate (31) at least
on a side of the photosensitive recording medium (4) in the transmission type image display device (3) are set in
accordance with a definition of the display image, characterized in that a substantially parallel rays generating
element (2) is arranged between the light source (1) and the image display device (3) and that said distance is
0.01 mm to 3 mm. [deletion(s)]

3. The transfer apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the display image and the image transferred to the
photosensitive recording medium (4) are substantially identical in size.

4. The transfer apparatus according to any one of Claims 1 to 3, wherein each pixel size of the image display device
(3) is not more than 0.2 mm.

5. The transfer apparatus according to any one of Claims 1 to 4, wherein said substantially parallel rays generating
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element (2) comprises a porous plate (2) having a plurality of through-holes (21), and wherein the porous plate (2)
has a thickness not less than three times the diameter or equivalent diameter of said plurality of through-holes (21),
the equivalent diameter being defined by 4 x cross-sectional area of each through-hole (21)/ total-peripheral length
of the through-hole (21), and wherein the parallel rays are obtained by passing the light from said light source (1)
through said through holes (21).

The transfer apparatus according to any one of Claims 1 to 5, wherein said plurality of through-holes (21) are parallel
to each other and have a circular or polygonal cross section.

Patentanspriiche

Ubertragungsgerat, umfassend:

eine Lichtquelle (1);

eine Transmissions-Bildanzeigevorrichtung (3), in welcher zwischen zwei Satzen von Substraten und Polari-
sationsplatten eine Flussigkristallschicht aufgenommen ist; und

ein photoempfindliches Aufzeichnungsmedium (4);

wobei die Lichtquelle (1), die Transmissions-Bildanzeigevorrichtung (3) und das photoempfindliche Aufzeichnungs-
medium (4) entlang einer Richtung in Reihe angeordnet sind, in welcher sich Licht von der Lichtquelle ausbreitet,
und ein von der Transmissions-Bildanzeigevorrichtung (3) geliefertes Anzeigebild direkt auf das photoempfindliche
Aufzeichnungsmedium (4) Ubertragen wird, und

wobei die Transmissions-Bildanzeigevorrichtung (3) und das photoempfindliche Aufzeichnungsmedium (4) in kon-
taktfreiem Zustand angeordnet sind, wobei der Abstand zwischen der Transmissions-Bildanzeigevorrichtung (3)
und dem photoempfindlichen Aufzeichnungsmedium (4) sowie eine summierte Gesamtdicke (t) eines Substrats
und einer Polarisationsplatte zumindest auf einer Seite des photoempfindlichen Aufzeichnungsmediums in der
Transmissions-Bildanzeigevorrichtung nach MafRgabe einer Definition des Anzeigebilds eingestellt sind, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, daB ein im wesentlichen parallele Strahlen erzeugendes Element (2) zwischen der Lichtquelle
(1) und der Bildanzeigevorrichtung (3) angeordnet ist, und daf} die Gesamtdicke nicht mehr als 1,0 mm betragt.

Ubertragungsgerat, umfassend:

eine Lichtquelle (1);

eine Transmissions-Bildanzeigevorrichtung (3), in welcher zwischen zwei Satzen von Substraten und Polari-
sationsplatten eine Flissigkristallschicht aufgenommen ist; und

ein photoempfindliches Aufzeichnungsmedium (4);

wobei die Lichtquelle (1), die Transmissions-Bildanzeigevorrichtung (3) und das photoempfindliche Aufzeichnungs-
medium (4) entlang einer Richtung in Reihe angeordnet sind, in welcher sich Licht von der Lichtquelle ausbreitet,
und ein von der Transmissions-Bildanzeigevorrichtung (3) geliefertes Anzeigebild direkt auf das photoempfindliche
Aufzeichnungsmedium (4) Gbertragen wird, und

wobei die Transmissions-Bildanzeigevorrichtung (3) und das photoempfindliche Aufzeichnungsmedium (4) in kon-
taktfreiem Zustand angeordnet sind, wobei der Abstand zwischen der Transmissions-Bildanzeigevorrichtung (3)
und dem photoempfindlichen Aufzeichnungsmedium (4) sowie eine summierte Gesamtdicke (t) eines Substrats
und einer Polarisationsplatte zumindest auf einer Seite des photoempfindlichen Aufzeichnungsmediums in der
Transmissions-Bildanzeigevorrichtung nach MalRgabe einer Definition des Anzeigebilds eingestellt sind, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, daB ein im wesentlichen parallele Strahlen erzeugendes Element (2) zwischen der Lichtquelle
(1) und der Bildanzeigevorrichtung (3) angeordnet ist, und da® der Abstand 0,01 mm bis 3 mm betragt.

Gerat nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, bei dem das Anzeigebild und das zu dem photoempfindlichen Aufzeichnungsmedium
(4) Ubertragene Bild im wesentlichen identische Gré3e haben.

Gerat nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 3, bei dem jede PixelgrofRe der Bildanzeigevorrichtung (3) nicht mehr als
0,2 mm betragt.

Gerat nach einem der Anspriche 1 bis 4, bei dem das im wesentlichen parallele Strahlen erzeugende Element (2)
eine portse Platte (2) enthélt, die eine Mehrzahl von Durchgangsléchern (21) besitzt, wobei die pordse Platte (2)
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eine Dicke hat, die nicht weniger als das Dreifache des Durchmessers oder des aquivalenten Durchmessers der
mehreren Durchgangslécher (21) ausmacht, wobei der &quivalente Durchmesser definiert ist durch 4 x Querschnitts-
flache jedes Durchgangslochs (21)/Gesamt-Umfangslange des Durchgangslochs (21), wobei die parallelen Strahlen
dadurch gewonnen werden, daf’ das Licht von de Lichtquelle (1) durch die Durchgangslécher (21) geleitet wird.

Gerat nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 5, bei dem die mehreren Durchgangslocher (21) parallel zueinander verlaufen
und einen kreisférmigen oder polygonférmigen Querschnitt besitzen.

Revendications

1.

2,

Appareil de transfert comprenant :

une source de lumiére (1) ;

un dispositif d’affichage d’image du type a transmission (3) dans lequel une couche de cristal liquide est main-
tenue entre deux ensembles de substrats et de plaques de polarisation ; et

un support d’enregistrement photosensible (4) ;

dans lequel la source de lumiere (1), le dispositif d’affichage d’'image du type a transmission (3) et le support
d’enregistrement photosensible (4) sont agencés en série dans une direction dans laquelle une lumiére provenant
de la source de lumiére se propage, et une image d’affichage transmise par le dispositif d’affichage d’image du
type a transmission (3) est directement transférée sur le support d’enregistrement photosensible (4), et
dans lequel le dispositif d’affichage d’image du type a transmission (3) et le support d’enregistrement photosensible
(4) sont agencés dans un état sans contact, et une distance entre le dispositif d’affichage d’image du type a trans-
mission (3) et le support d’enregistrement photosensible (4) et une somme totale (t) des épaisseurs d’un substrat
et d’'une plaque de polarisation au moins d’un c6té du support d’enregistrement photosensible dans le dispositif
d’'affichage d'image du type a transmission sont fixées conformément a une définition de I'image d’affichage, ca-
ractérisé en ce qu’un élément de génération de rayons sensiblement paralléles (2) est agencé entre la source
delumiére (1) et le dispositif d’affichage d'image (3) et en ce que ladite somme totale n’est pas supérieure a 1,0 mm.

Appareil de transfert comprenant :

une source de lumiére (1) ;

un dispositif d’affichage d'image du type a transmission (3) dans lequel une couche de cristal liquide est main-
tenue entre deux ensembles de substrats et de plaques de polarisation ; et

un support d’enregistrement photosensible (4) ;

dans lequel la source de lumiére (1), le dispositif d’affichage d’image du type a transmission (3) et le support
d’enregistrement photosensible (4) sont agencés en série dans une direction dans laquelle une lumiére provenant
de la source de lumiére se propage, et une image d’affichage transmise par le dispositif d’affichage d’image du
type a transmission (3) est directement transférée sur le support d’enregistrement photosensible (4), et

dans lequel le dispositif d’affichage d’'image du type a transmission (3) et le support d’enregistrement pho-
tosensible (4) sont agencés dans un état sans contact, et une distance entre le dispositif d’affichage d’image du
type a transmission (3) et le support d’enregistrement photosensible (4) et une somme totale (t) des épaisseurs
d’un substrat (32) et d’'une plaque de polarisation (31) au moins d’un c6té du support d’enregistrement photosen-
sible (4) dans le dispositif d’affichage d’image du type a transmission (3) sont fixées conformément a une définition
de l'image d’affichage, caractérisé en ce qu’un élément de génération de rayons sensiblement paralléles (2) est
agenceé entre la source de lumiére (1) et le dispositif d’affichage d'image (3) et en ce que ladite distance est de
0,01 a 3 mm. [deletion(s)]

Appareil de transfert selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel I'image d’affichage et 'image transférée sur le support
d’enregistrement photosensible (4) sont de tailles sensiblement identiques.

Appareil de transfert selon 'une quelconque des revendications 1 a 3, dans lequel chaque taille de pixel du dispositif
d’'affichage d’'image (3) n’est pas supérieure a 0,2 mm.

Appareil de transfertd’image selon I'une quelconque des revendications 1 a4, dans lequel ledit élément de génération
derayons sensiblement paralléles (2) comprend une plaque poreuse (2) comportant une pluralité de trous traversants
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(21), et dans lequel la plaque poreuse (2) a une épaisseur qui n’est pas inférieure a trois fois le diamétre ou le
diameétre équivalent de ladite pluralité de trous traversants (21), le diamétre équivalent étant défini par 4 x section
de chaque trou traversant (21)/longueur totale périphérique du trou traversant (21), et dans lequel les rayons pa-
ralléles sont obtenus en faisant passer la lumiere de ladite source de lumiére (1) a travers lesdits trous traversants
(21).

Appareil de transfert selon 'une quelconque des revendications 1 a 5, dans lequel ladite pluralité de trous traversants
(21) sont paralléles les uns aux autres et ont une section circulaire ou polygonale.

17



EP 1 197 341 B9 (W1B1)

FIG.1
63 63 51

! PORQUS PLATE:
BACK LIGHT UNIT

11

(/
,,’IIIIIIIIIIA VILLSIISS

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

FIG.3

;v31
{ 132
4 —-33

4~—-35

18




EP 1 197 341 B9 (W1B1)

LCD

6B FIG.6C

FIG

FIG.6A

60°

A

y— =

N OO \
80308,

ook

19



EP 1 197 341 B9 (W1B1)

FIG.7
\§_¢f 100
303
302 ) 304
- S 8 Vet
o
h 3014| B |1-305
- 2
101 %
7
2.8mm
FIG.8

NP o0

300 201 9gp 101

400

20



	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings

