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(54) Paper-like material processing apparatus and paper-like material processing method

(57) A paper-like material processing method in-
cludes the steps of conveying paper-like materials, dis-
criminating in discriminator (9) the direction of the front/
back and top/bottom of paper-like materials being con-
veyed, a step of changing the directions of paper-like
materials to prescribed directions by switching convey-
ing paths of paper-like materials with gate (13) accord-

ing to the result of discrimination, a step of stacking pa-
per-like materials of which directions are changed, and
changing the directions of succeeding paper-like mate-
rials to be stacked to the reverse direction of paper-like
materials already stacked by changing the conveying
path whenever paper-like materials in the prescribed
number of sheets are stacked.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-7,10-16

A paper-like material processing apparatus for reversion the
direction of succeeding paper-like materials to be stacked

(Object: to avoid an uneven height of stacked paper-like
materials due to uneven thickness of said paper-like
materials)

2. claims: 8,17

A paper-like material processing apparatus comprising
posture correction means for correcting the posture of
paper-like materials as well as to control the conveying
posi;ign (shift position) of the paper-like materials to be
stacke

(Object: To simplify the identification of stacks having
different modes (A,B) or arrangements of said paper-like
materials)

3. claims: 9,18

A paper-like material processing apparatus comprising
pre-set thickness distribution patterns to kinds of
paper-1ike materials for changing the position of said
paper-like materials when stacked via a control of gate
means

(Object: To avoid reading and discriminating of a banknote
thickness distribution pattern)
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