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(54)  Multi-service network switch with a generic forwarding interface

(57) A multi-service network switch capable of pro-
viding multiple network services from a single platform.
The switch incorporates a distributed packet forwarding
architecture where each of the various cards is capable
of making independent forwarding decisions. Further-
more, the switch includes a generic forwarding interface
software for hiding the details of transmitting and receiv-
ing packets over different interface types.
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