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(54) Document display

(57) Document display characterized in that it com-
prises a base panel (2) having a front surface (2a) and
a back surface (2b), a transparent front panel (3) having
a front surface (3a) and a back surface (3b), on said front
panel (3) and on said base panel (2) means (4) being
provided to couple the front panel (3) with the base panel

(2) in a removable way, said means defining a housing
opening (5) for a document between the front surface
(2a) of the base panel (2) and the back surface (3b) of
the front panel (3), and fixing means (17) mounted onto
the back surface (2b) of the base panel (2) to couple the
display (1) to a plane surface in a removable way.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a document
display.
[0002] In particular, the invention relates to a display
for any kind of paper documents, leaflets, notices, infor-
mation sheets, delivery notes, or any other kind of sup-
port in the form of a sheet containing information, pic-
tures, etc.
[0003] It is known that in order to display documents
of various kinds in different environments it is generally
necessary to provide displaying devices which protect
document from wear and tear and simplify their applica-
tion onto walls or shelves.
[0004] At the state of the art it is known for instance
about more or less traditional frames for fixing docu-
ments onto vertical surfaces or walls.
[0005] Said frames substantially consist of a back
panel and of a transparent front panel, generally made
of glass, between which the document to be displayed
is housed, then said two panels are joined by means of
fixing elements such as hooks or the like.
[0006] Typically, said frames are then fixed onto ver-
tical walls by introducing into said walls fixing elements,
such as for instance nails, and by introducing said nails
into hollows in the back panel or into small hooks fixed
to said back panel.
[0007] However, the frames described above show
some disadvantages.
[0008] First of all, said devices can be applied only to
some kinds of brickwork walls, but they are generally
not applicable to glass, wood, metal surfaces or other
kinds of surfaces.
[0009] Moreover, in order to fix said frames to the
walls nails or the like should be applied onto walls, which
results in a somehow complex and difficult application,
in a deterioration of the wall, thus making it necessary
to repeat the whole fixing operation whenever the posi-
tion of the frame on the wall has to be changed.
[0010] It should be also pointed out that in order to
introduce or replace the document in the frame, the lat-
ter should always be dismounted, which results in diffi-
cult operations consisting in the removal of fixing ele-
ments and in the separation of the front panel from the
back one.
[0011] In case of wood frames or frames having a rel-
atively complex structure, said devices are also quite ex-
pensive and cannot therefore be always used to contain
less important or less aesthetically valuable documents.
[0012] It is also known about displaying devices for
supporting documents, photos or the like on horizontal
surfaces.
[0013] A first type of said displaying devices shows a
frame structure which is wholly similar to the one previ-
ously described, and a stand fixed to the back panel to
support the frame on a horizontal surface.
[0014] Also this kind of frames is quite expensive and
is normally used only as photo-holder.

[0015] A second type of display for horizontal surfac-
es consists of a single moulded element in transparent
plastic material.
[0016] These displays are made of two plane portions
bent so as to form an acute angle, the first one housing
a document within an opening, while the second leans
onto the horizontal surface.
[0017] These displays are cheaper, but they can be
applied only onto horizontal walls; moreover, they can-
not be opened for cleaning or maintenance operations.
[0018] In such conditions the technical task underly-
ing the present invention is to carry out a document dis-
play which can substantially avoid the aforesaid disad-
vantages.
[0019] In particular, the technical aim of the present
invention is to provide a document display which can be
easily applied, removed and repositioned onto surfaces.
[0020] Another technical aim of the present invention
is to provide a document display allowing to replace doc-
uments fast and easily, without fully dismounting the dis-
play.
[0021] An additional technical aim of the present in-
vention is to provide a document display which can be
easily dismounted to enable maintenance and cleaning
operations.
[0022] Another technical aim of the present invention
is to carry out a display which can be coupled with a
plurality of different surfaces made of materials such as
glass, bricks, paper, metal, wood, cardboard, etc.
[0023] A further technical aim of the present invention
is to provide a document display which is easy to carry
out.
[0024] A final technical aim of the present invention is
to provide a document display which is particularly
cheap, thus allowing it to be used also for documents of
little value.
[0025] The technical task and the aims indicated
above are substantially reached by a document display
whose features are listed in the attached claims.
[0026] Further characteristics and advantages of the
present invention will be more evident from the detailed
description of some non-exclusive embodiments of a
document display, shown in the enclosed drawings in
which:

- Figure 1 is a perspective view and an exploded view
of a document display according to the invention;

- Figure 2 shows a section view according to line II-II
of the display in Figure 1, said display being mount-
ed;

- Figure 3 shows a view, wholly similar to the one in
Figure 2, of an execution variant of the device in
Figure 1;

- Figure 4 is a perspective exploded view of a second
embodiment of a display according to the invention;

- Figure 5 shows a front view of a pair of displays ac-
cording to the invention coupled one with the other.
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[0027] With reference to Figure 1, a document display
is generally indicated with reference numeral 1.
[0028] The display 1 comprises a base panel 2 pref-
erably made of stiff or semi-stiff material. The display 1
shows a front surface 2a and a back surface 2b opposite
said front surface 2a. Advantageously, the base panel
2 shows an outer edge 6 protruding with respect to the
front surface 2a, said edge extending on at least three
sides of said base panel 2. In particular, the protruding
outer rim 6 defines a hollow 7 whose shape substantially
corresponds to the peripheral profile of a document to
be displayed (not shown in the enclosed figures). For
further clearness and understanding the enclosed figure
show a base panel 2 with a substantially rectangular
profile, whose protruding outer edge 6 is "U"-shaped. In
such conditions, said protruding outer edge 6 shows two
parallel portions 6a, 6b extending along the longitudinal
profile of the base panel 2 and corresponding to the
longer sides of said rectangular profile, and a transver-
sal portions 6c corresponding to a shorter side of said
rectangular profile. The base panel 2 is further provided
with a customizing area 12 placed on at least one side
of said base panel 2, said area being arranged beside
the document to show pre-established additional infor-
mation. The customizing area 12 can consist of a recess
of the back surface 2b, of a protuberance of the front
surface 2a or preferably of a recess of said front surface
2a, arranged on the transversal portion 6c of the pro-
truding perimetral edge 6.
[0029] The base panel can advantageously be made
of transparent material, for instance in order to enable
the simultaneous display of two documents when the
display is applied onto glasses or other transparent sur-
faces.
[0030] The display 1 further comprises a front panel
3, advantageously made of transparent material.
[0031] Said front panel 3 comprises a front surface 3a
and a back surface 3b opposite said front surface 3a.
The front panel 3 has a peripheral profile corresponding
substantially to the hollow 7 of the base panel 2. More-
over, the display 1 comprises means 4 for coupling the
front panel 3 with the base panel 2 in a removable way,
said means being advantageously obtained on said
front and base panels. In a first embodiment the front
panel 3 is coupled with the base panel 2 on the hollow
7, so that the front surface 2a of the base panel 2 and
the back surface 3b of the front panel 3 face each other.
Thus a housing opening 5 for said document to be dis-
played is defined between said surfaces 2a and 3b.
[0032] With reference to Figure 1, said means 4 con-
sist of a first coupling seat 8 carried out on a first side
of the base panel 2, and of at least a second coupling
seat 9 carried out on a second side opposite said first
side of the base panel 2. In further detail, the coupling
seats 8 and 9 consist of an undercut or groove obtained
in the corresponding parallel portions 6a, 6b and are
placed on the hollow 7. Preferably, the coupling seats 8
and 9 extend on the whole longitudinal profile of the cor-

responding parallel portions 6a and 6b.
[0033] The means 4 further comprise at least two cou-
pling elements 10, which extend from the front panel 3
to get into the coupling seats 8 and 9. The coupling el-
ements 10 are placed on two opposite sides of the front
panel 3 and extend in a direction which is substantially
transversal with respect to the longitudinal profile of the
front panel 3. In such conditions the front panel 3 is cou-
pled with the base panel 2 by inserting said front panel
3 into a side of the base panel 2 opposite the transversal
portion 6c. In particular, said coupling elements 10 slide
within said coupling seats 8 and 9 until the front panel
occupies the whole width of the hollow 7 of the base
panel 2. Advantageously, as can be seen in Figure 1,
the coupling means 10 can simply consist of the lateral
edges of the front panel 3 getting into the coupling seats
8 and 9.
[0034] As an alternative, in an execution variant which
is not shown in the enclosed figures, both coupling seats
8 and 9 can be carried out on the sides of the front panel
3. In such conditions the coupling elements 10 are ar-
ranged in the base panel 2 so as to be engaged in the
corresponding coupling seats 8 and 9 of the front panel
3.
[0035] As an alternative, in another execution variant
which is not shown in the enclosed figures, the hollow
7 can be carried out on the back surface 3b of the front
panel 3 instead of the front surface 2a of the base panel
2.
[0036] The document to be displayed is then inserted
into an access slot 11 formed on the side of the base
panel 2 opposite the transversal portion 6c (as can be
better seen in figures 1 and 2). Then the document
slides in a direction corresponding to the longitudinal
profile of the display 1 until it is entirely within the hous-
ing opening 5.
[0037] As an alterative, it can be provided for an ex-
ecution variant, shown in Figure 3, in which the front sur-
face 2a of the base panel 2 and the back surface 3b of
the front panel 3 are substantially one against the other.
In such conditions the housing seat 5 between the base
panel and the front panel is hardly sufficient to contain
the document, which is placed between the front surface
2a of the base panel 2 and the back surface 3b of the
front panel 3 and coupled with both surfaces. In this case
the front panel 3 is preferably made of deformable ma-
terial, so that an external operator can detach it from the
base panel 2 at least in a portion near the access slot
11. The width of the access slot 11 is thus increased, so
as to simplify the introduction of the document into the
display.
[0038] Advantageously, a recess (not shown in the
figures) can also be carried out on the front panel, said
recess being arranged on the access slot 11 in order to
simplify the seizing of the sheet and therefore the oper-
ations of introduction and extraction of said sheet from
the display.
[0039] In a second embodiment, shown in Figure 4,
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the first and second coupling seat 8, 9 are substantially
"L"-shaped.
[0040] In particular, each seat 8, 9 shows a first por-
tion 8a, 9a which is transversal with respect to the lon-
gitudinal profile of the display 1, and a second portion
8b, 9b which is parallel to said longitudinal profile.
[0041] Besides that, the coupling means 10 consist of
two pins 13, 13' which are coaxial one to the other and
extend from the front panel 3 in a transversal direction
with respect to the longitudinal profile of said front panel
3. The pins 13, 13' are positioned on two corresponding
opposite sides of the front panel 3 and can be engaged
in the coupling seats 8, 9 of the base panel 2.
[0042] In this execution variant the base panel 2 is fur-
ther provided with at least a third coupling seat 14 which
can be coupled with at least a connecting element 15
engaged in said front panel 3. In further detail, two cou-
pling seats 14, 14' are provided, each of them consisting
of a hollow obtained in each parallel portion 6a, 6b near
the access slot 11. Said coupling seats 14, 14' develop
along the longitudinal profile of said parallel portions 6a
and 6b. Two additional connecting elements 15, 15' are
provided, each of them consisting of a lateral extension
of the front panel 3 with a shape corresponding to its
coupling seat 14, 14'. Each connecting element 15, 15'
extends on every side on which the pins 13, 13' are po-
sitioned, in a direction which is transversal to the longi-
tudinal profile of the front panel 3 and near said slot 11.
[0043] Thus, the front panel 3 is coupled with the base
panel 2 by inserting first each pin 13, 13' into the first
portions 8a and 9a. Then the document is introduced
into its housing seat 5 provided between the front panel
3 and the base panel 2, and the front panel 3 is rotated
around the central longitudinal axis of said pins 13, 13'
so as to position said front panel 3 on the same plane
of the base panel 2. Now the pins 13, 13' are inserted
within the second portions 8b, 9b and the connecting
elements 15, 15' slide within the third portions 14, 14'.
[0044] Advantageously, in the above described em-
bodiments it can be provided for a covering raised edge
(not shown in the enclosed figures) placed on the ac-
cess slot 11 to prevent the penetration of water or other
substances into the display. Thus the display can be
made impermeable and can be used also in rainy weath-
er. It can also be provided for a third embodiment not
shown in the figures, in which the protruding outer edge
6 extend on the whole peripheral profile of the base pan-
el 2, thus describing a substantially rectangular shape.
In this case, the protruding outer edge 6 shows an un-
dercut seat developing on the whole profile of said edge
on the hollow 7.
[0045] Advantageously, the front panel 3 can be intro-
duced into the base panel 2 by inserting edges of the
base panel 2 into said seat of the protruding outer edge
6. Moreover, the front panel 3 can show a handle ex-
tending on the front surface 3a so as to simplify its de-
tachment from the base panel 2. In this embodiment the
display 1 is impermeable since there are no slots allow-

ing the penetration of water from outside.
[0046] As can be seen from Figure 5, the base panel
2 can be further provided with interconnecting means
16 arranged on the sides of the base panel 2, thus al-
lowing several adjacent displays 1 to be joined one to
the other.
[0047] In particular, the interconnecting means 16
consist of a connecting extension 16a extending trans-
versally with respect to the longitudinal profile of the
base panel 2 and placed on one side. A connecting seat
16b extends on the opposite side, said seat having a
shape corresponding to said connecting extension 16a
and engaging with said extension 16a.
[0048] Advantageously, the connecting extension
16a can be mounted with possibility of translation or
hinged onto the base panel so as to move from a rest
position within the base panel and an operating position
in which it is extracted out of it and cooperates with a
corresponding connecting seat 16b.
[0049] The display 1 further comprises fixing means
17, schematically shown in the figures, which are
mounted onto the back surface 2b of the base panel 2
to couple the display 1 with a plane, typically vertical,
surface in a removable way. The fixing means 17 are
placed on housing seats 18, arranged for instance in the
figures on the corners of the back surface 2b.
[0050] The fixing means can consist of at least a suc-
tion cup mounted onto the housing seats 18, so as to
couple the display 1 with a smooth vertical surface. In
this case the housing seats 18 are carried out for in-
stance by means of a hole into which the suction cup
can be introduced.
[0051] As an alternative, the fixing means can consist
of a magnetic element mounted onto the housing seats
18 to couple the display 1 with a metal vertical surface.
[0052] More to the point, the fixing means can consist
of a bi-adhesive element or a mechanical fixing element
such as nails, screws or the like, which are mounted for
instance onto a further housing seat 18' in order to cou-
ple the display 1 with any vertical surface.
[0053] As an alternative, the fixing means can com-
prise at least a first textile portion and a second portion
having a plurality of small hooks cooperating with the
first portion to connect the first and second portion in a
removable way. One of the surfaces is mounted onto
the back panel and the other one is mounted onto the
vertical wall, for instance by means of a common bi-ad-
hesive tape. Said fixing means are commonly known
with the commercial name VELCRO.
[0054] It can further be provided for other solutions to
engage the display 1 with different plane vertical surfac-
es according to the physical features of said surfaces.
[0055] Advantageously, the fixing means 17 can be
interchangeable and easily replaced in the housing
seats 18 according to the kind of wall onto which the
display has to be applied. The fixing means 17 can fur-
ther comprise a support element, not shown in the en-
closed figures, to couple the display 1 with a horizontal
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surface.
[0056] Said support element can consist for instance
of an elongated element having a first end engaged with
the back surface 2b of the base panel 2, and a second
end, opposite the first one, to be laid onto the ground.
Moreover, the size and shape of the display 1 can vary
according to standard document sizes, such as for in-
stance A3, A4, A5 and A6.
[0057] In particular A5 and A6 sizes can be used for
instance for delivery documents (UNI norms), the dis-
play being coupled with transport boxes by means of
suitable hooks for cardboard.
[0058] A display 1 in A3 size can be used to contain
leaflets or notices, whereas in A4 size such display can
be used for documents of various kinds or standard
forms.
[0059] Moreover, the display 1 can be carried out in
several different colors according to the environment in
which it is arranged or according to the importance of
the notice contained in it.
[0060] Preferably, the display is made of plastic ma-
terial, such as PMMA (polymethylmetacrylate) or poly-
carbonate, but it could also be carried out in other suit-
able materials, such as glass.
[0061] The invention allows to obtain important ad-
vantages.
[0062] First of all, the invention allows to carry out a
document display which is easy to apply, to remove and
to reposition on application surfaces.
[0063] The invention also allows to replace the docu-
ment fast and easily, without dismounting the display
completely.
[0064] Moreover, a document display according to the
present invention can be easily dismounted for mainte-
nance and cleaning operations.
[0065] It should also be pointed out that a document
display according to the present invention, thanks also
to the interchangeability of fixing means for vertical
walls, can be used for a plurality of surfaces and in sev-
eral different environments such as offices, factories,
hospitals, theatres, stations, and in general in any work
or transit place.
[0066] Finally, it should be pointed out that the present
invention is easy to carry out and that its costs are also
very low, thus enabling its use also for documents with
low value and in a plurality of situations.
[0067] The invention as described above can undergo
several changes and variants within its characterizing
framework. All details can be replaced by other techni-
cally equivalent elements, and in practice it will be pos-
sible to use any materials and sizes according to specific
needs.

Claims

1. Document display characterized in that it compris-
es:

a base panel (2) having a front surface (2a) and
a back surface (2b);
a transparent front panel (3) having a front sur-
face (3a) and a back surface (3b), on said front
panel (3) and on said base panel (2) means (4)
being provided to couple the front panel (3) with
the base panel (2) in a removable way, said
means defining a housing opening (5) for a doc-
ument between the front surface (2a) of said
base panel (2) and the back surface (3b) of said
front panel (3), and
fixing means (17) mounted onto the back sur-
face (2b) of the base panel (2) to couple the
display (1) to a plane surface in a removable
way.

2. Display according to claim 1, characterized in that
said means (4) for coupling the front panel (3) with
the base panel (2) in a removable way comprise:

at least a first coupling seat (8) carried out on
a first side of said base panel (2) and at least a
second coupling seat (9) carried out on a sec-
ond side of said base panel (2); and
at least two coupling elements (10) extending
from said front panel (3) and engaging respec-
tively in said coupling seats (8, 9) of the base
panel (2).

3. Display according to claim 1, characterized in that
said means (4) for coupling the front panel (3) with
the base panel (2) in a removable way comprise:

at least a first coupling seat (8) carried out on
a first side of said front panel (3) and at least a
second coupling seat (9) carried out on a sec-
ond side of said front panel (3); and
at least two coupling elements (10) extending
from said base panel (2) and engaging respec-
tively in said coupling seats (8, 9) of the front
panel (3).

4. Display according to claims 2 or 3, characterized
in that said base panel (2) is provided with at least
a third coupling seat (14) and in that said front panel
(3) is provided with a connecting element (15) which
can be coupled with said third coupling seat (14).

5. Display according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that said base panel (2) has an
outer edge (6) protruding with respect to said front
surface (2a) of the base panel (2) and extends on
at least three sides of said base panel (2), said pro-
truding outer edge (6) extending on the lateral pro-
file of said front panel (3) when the front panel (3)
is coupled with the base panel (2), and defining a
hollow (7) having a shape substantially correspond-
ing to the document to be housed in the display (1).
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6. Display according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that at least said front panel (3)
is made of deformable material to enable the intro-
duction of a sheet into said housing opening (5),
when the front panel (3) is coupled with the base
panel (2), by means of an access slot (11) carried
out on one side of the base panel (2).

7. Display according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that the base panel (2) is provid-
ed, on at least one side, with a customizing area
(12) placed beside said document to show pre-es-
tablished additional information.

8. Display according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that it further comprises intercon-
necting means (16) arranged on the sides of the
base panel (2) to allow several adjacent displays (1)
to be joined one to the other, said interconnecting
means (16) comprising at least a connecting seat
(16b) carried out on one of said sides of the base
panel (2) and a corresponding connecting exten-
sion (16a) carried out on one side of the base panel
(2) of an adjacent display (1).

9. Display according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that said fixing means (17) com-
prise at least a suction cup mounted onto the back
surface (2b) of the base panel (2) to couple the dis-
play (1) with a smooth vertical plane surface.

10. Display according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that said fixing means (17) com-
prise at least a magnetic element mounted onto the
back surface (2b) of the base panel (2) to couple
the display (1) with a metal vertical plane surface.

11. Display according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that said fixing means (17) com-
prise a bi-adhesive element mounted onto the back
surface (2b) of the base panel (2) to couple the dis-
play (1) with a vertical plane surface.

12. Display according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that said fixing means (17) com-
prise at least a first textile portion and a second por-
tion having a plurality of small hooks cooperating
with the first textile portion to connect the first and
second portion in a removable way, said portions
being coupled with the back surface of the base
panel and with said plane surface respectively.

13. Display according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that said fixing means (17) com-
prise at least a mechanical fixing element mounted
onto the back surface (2b) of the base panel (2) to
couple the display (1) with a vertical plane surface.

14. Display according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that housing seats (18) for said
fixing means (17) are provided on said back surface
(2b) of said base panel (2), said fixing means (17)
being mounted in a removable way onto said hous-
ing seats (18) so as to be interchangeable accord-
ing to the plane surface the display is coupled with.
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