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(54) Shower bench

(57) This is a bench made with a laminar plastic
component moulded in a single piece, especially de-
signed for the safety and comfort of the person shower-
ing and providing his/her hygiene. The invention is pro-
vided with a spoon shaped concave seat, with lateral-
rear guard fin and a front opening of three sectors de-
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fined for the optimum sanitation of the private parts of
men and women; also being provided with a foot rest,
which combined with the front opening permits a safe
and easy cleaning of the feet and side handles facilitat-
ing getting up from the seat. The seat projects in a
curved way in the lower sector in four equidistant legs
reinforced with respective cross beams.
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Description

[0001]
BENCH.

The present invention refers to a SHOWER

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] It includes the field of personal health when
showering and the safety devices provided by it.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0003] It consists of a bench made of a single piece
moulded plastic component, especially designed for the
safety and comfort of the person showering and his/her
health, provided with a concave seat with a spoon shape
and a lateral-rear guard fin and a three section front
opening defined for optimum sanitation of the intimate
parts of men and women, likewise having a foot rest
which combined with the front opening permits a safe
and easy sanitation of feet and side handles facilitating
getting up from the seat, being projected in a curved
manner to the seat in the lower sector in four equidistant
legs reinforced with respective cross beams.

STATE OF THE ART

[0004] No showering bench with the features of our
invention is known.

[0005] The search for patent documentation back-
ground made, although negative with respect to the
background with the same features of our invention,
some documents and the following differences with the
present application should be mentioned only for illus-
trative purposes.

[0006] Argentinean  Utilty = Model Application
M960104292. It consists of a CHAIR FOR HYGIENIC
USE consisting of a tubular support structure integrated
by a pair of folded components in a "U" shape, arranged
parallel in a inverted shape with its diverging branches
terminating in perpendicular portions arranged with re-
spect to the floor and finished with small wheels with
axially rotating assembly. The seat consists of two rec-
tangular boards assembled in an angular shape and
separated from each other.

[0007] Ourinvention is different on being a bench car-
ried out in a single piece moulded plastic laminar com-
ponent, especially designed for the safety and comfort
of the person who is showering and providing hygiene
for the same, provided with a concave seat with a spoon
shape, with a lateral-rear guard fin and a front opening
with three sectors defining optimum sanitation of the pri-
vate parts of men and women; also provided with a foot
rest, which combined with the front opening permits a
safe and easy cleaning of the feet and side handles
which facilitates getting up from the seat. It does not
have rolling means, since it would create a risk factor,
since total immobility of the seat is required in the show-
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er.
[0008] Argentinean  Utility Model Application
M960104292. This is a MOVABLE GERIATRIC CHAIR
for family use, basically consisting of a chair with a back
and arm supports and a quadrangular seat with a round
hole in its middle sector and the seat finishing in four
legs with wheels. As its name indicates, it is a geriatric
chair made of plastic to reduce its costs and is not a
device for comfort and safety in the shower, although
provided with a central hole, which is more useful to fit
accons permitting the physiological needs of a seated
patient, before performing the sanitation of the private
parts of the user. The back, the flat seat and the arm
support neither contribute to it and hinder hygiene, like-
wise the bearings which creates instability in the shower.
[0009] Ourinvention is different on being a bench de-
signed for the safety and comfort of the patient shower-
ing and the provision of his/her hygiene, provided with
a spoon shaped concave seat, with lateral-rear guard
fin and a front opening with three sectors defined for the
optimum sanitation of the private parts of men and wom-
en, also provided with a foot rest which combined with
the front opening permits safe and easy cleaning of the
feet and side handles facilitating getting up from the
seat. It does not have rolling devices since it would cre-
ate a risk factor, since total immobility of the seat is re-
quired in the shower.

[0010] US Patent No. 6,122,776 "BATHING SEAT".
This is a special seat consisting of an inverted "U" shape
pipe carrying base, with adjustable height and width, the
parallel cross beams or extension pieces being of great
length permitting the sliding of the seat over them. The
seat is a rigid plate with holes, as well as the back. This
seat permits a general shower with certain stability but
the sanitation of the private parts is practically impossi-
ble.

[0011] PCTEUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION No.
PCT/AU9100016 "BATH SEAT ASSEMBLY". This pat-
ent comprises a tubular structure adaptable to a bath-
tub, supporting a flat seat with arm rests and back and
aninflatable tab beneath the seat, permitting seat move-
ment from its highest to lowest position. The difference
with our invention is that due to the flattening of the seat,
this seat is not provided with an access for the sanitation
of the user's private parts.

[0012] US Patent No. 5,682,625 "INVALID BATH
CHAIRWITH THERAPEUTIC WHIRLPOOL". The chair
comprises a tubular structure over which a "U" shaped
seat is fitted, with an opening towards the rear side of
the chair, also having arm rests and a back for the user
to maintain his/her stability. Beneath the seat and in re-
lation to it, there is an irrigation plate which is connected
to an electric compressor motor, which produces a com-
pressed air source, beneath the seat, which on coming
into contact with water falling from the shower, produces
an upwards hydraulic whirlpool. Beyond the spectacu-
larity that may be produced by the apparatus, the user
cannot perform sanitation of his/her private parts (open-
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ing of the seat backwards, arm rest, back, etc.). From
the latter, the present invention is directed to provide the
sanitation of a handicapped person as indicated in its
title.

[0013] Our invention is different on being a bench
made of a single piece moulded plastic laminar compo-
nent, especially designed for the safety and comfort of
the person showering and providing his/her sanitation,
being provided with a spoon shaped concave seat with
lateral-rear guard fin and a front opening of three sectors
defined for the optimum sanitation of the private parts
of men and women; also provided with a foot rest, which
combined with the front opening permits a safe and easy
sanitation of the feet and side handles facilitating getting
up from the seat.

[0014] The present invention provides a series of ad-
vantages and solves the safety problems involved in
bathing standing up under a shower.

[0015] The arrangement of this bench has been sub-
mitted to a plurality of tests with persons of all ages and
sexes, as well as persons with satisfactory health con-
ditions, and with elderly persons with certain difficulties,
improving the bench in each test until achieving an op-
timisation of its function.

[0016] An advantage of this invention is the anatomic
design of the spoon shaped concave seat inclined to-
wards the rear sector, since it is achieved that the user
is embedded inside it, retaining him/her firmly, in spite
of all the movements made to achieve his/her sanitation.
The concave shape of the spoon shaped seat will tend
to centre him/her more in it. In other words, it prevents
any accidental fall of the user, which may have severe
consequences.

[0017] Another advantage of this invention is the lat-
eral-contouring fin surrounding the seat along its sides
and the rear sector, if it is taken into account that the
seat has neither back, nor arm rest, hence preventing
an accidental sliding beyond the seat.

[0018] An important advantage incorporated by this
invention is the three sector front opening, permitting a
complete, comfortable and safe sanitation of the user's
private parts.

[0019] The foot rest is a complementary advantage
provided by this invention, since in combination with the
front opening, it permits a comfortable and safe sanita-
tion of the feet, as well as necessary cutting of nails.
[0020] Likewise, especially in elderly persons, the
handles included by this invention are an important ad-
vantage when getting up and leaving the seat, since
they may support arm strength.

[0021] To highlight the already mentioned advantag-
es, so that the users and experts in the matter may un-
derstand better, a preferred embodiment example is de-
scribed below, which is schematically illustrated and
without a determined scale in the attached drawing in
which:

FIGURE 1 shows a perspective view of the bench
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of this invention.

FIGURE 2 shows the same bench of this invention
in an upper plan view.

FIGURE 3 shows the same bench of this invention
in a side view.

[0022] To relate the mentioned drawings to the de-
scription made below, the parts or equal pieces ob-
served in the different figures have been distinguished
with a reference number.

[0023] The "SHOWER BENCH" described by this in-
vention consists of a plastic laminar component mould-
ed in a single part in the shape of a bench 1, comprising
a spoon shaped concave seat 2 with a gradient towards
the rear sector, having a lateral-rear guard fin 3 created
in the front sector and gradually and symmetrically rising
towards the rear sector forming a curved surface without
interruption in continuity with the seat 2.

[0024] This seat 2 has a symmetrical front opening,
with three sectors transversely entering, a first sector 4
with a wide and curved opening which starts from the
contiguities of the sides and in a curved manner is
closed over the centre of the seat where it continues in
a half sector 5 with a slightly wider semicircular perim-
eter where it continues in a third sector 6, slightly trap-
ezoidal longitudinal finished in a curved end adjacent to
the contouring fin in the rear sector.

[0025] In the contouring fin sides 3, a pair of handles
7 symmetrically emerges in a same continuity of the ma-
terial.

[0026] The seat 2 is projected towards the lower sec-
tor in curved edges, forming four equidistant legs 8, the
latter being joined by respective cross beams 9.
[0027] Inthe cross beam 9 from the front sector there
are two foot rest shoulders 10.

[0028] In the rear sector of the bench 1, two curved
entrances 11 have been provided for the contouring fin
3, related to the legs 9, permitting their insertion one
above the other, such that in a necessary case and in
the use of these benches 1 by several people at the
same time, like in clubs, geriatric residences, etc. they
may be piled not occupying much space.

OPERATION

[0029] The bench is placed beneath the shower sec-
tor of the bathtub and the person may perform his/her
private sanitation easily and safely; if he/she wants to
sanitise his/her feet or cut his/her nails, it would be suf-
ficient to lean them on the foot rest, it being possible to
carry out the job with sufficient vision, comfort and safe-
ty.

[0030] From the description and that shown in the at-
tached drawings, the constructive and functional advan-
tages characterising the invention and considered as a
beneficial advance in the technology are highlighted, so
that the invention lies within the regulations of the law
in the matter, the following claims protecting it.
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Claims

1. A SHOWER BENCH of the type consisting of a lam-
inar plastic component moulded in a single piece in
the shape of abench, characterised by comprising %
a spoon shaped concave seat with a gradient to-
wards the rear sector, having a lateral-rear guard
fin emerging from the front sector and gradually and
symmetrically rising towards the rear sector forming
a curved surface without interruption in continuity 70
with the seat; the latter having a front symmetrical
and transversely entering opening of three sectors,
a first sector with wide and curved opening, leaving
the adjacencies of the sides and in a curved manner
penetrating the centre of the seat, where it is con- 15
tinued in a half semicircular perimetric sector, slight-
ly wider, where it is continued in a third slightly trap-
ezoidal longitudinal sector finishing in a curved end
adjacent to the contouring fin in the rear sector.

20
2. A SHOWER BENCH as claimed in claim 1, char-
acterised by having on the sides of the contouring
fin a pair of symmetrical handles on a same conti-
nuity of the material.
25
3. A SHOWER BENCH as claimed in any of the pre-
vious claims, characterised in that towards the
lower sector, the seat has a projection with curved
edges, forming four equidistant legs joined by re-
spective cross beams. 30
4. A SHOWER BENCH as claimed in any of the pre-
vious claims, characterised in that the cross beam
of the front sector has two foot rest shoulders.
35
5. A SHOWER BENCH as claimed in any of the pre-
vious claims, characterised by having on the rear
sector of the bench, two curved entrances of the
contouring fin related to a pilable insertion of the
legs. 40
45
50
55
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