
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

Europäisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

(19)

E
P

1 
23

2 
95

8
A

1
*EP001232958A1*
(11) EP 1 232 958 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication:
21.08.2002 Bulletin 2002/34

(21) Application number: 01830050.9

(22) Date of filing: 26.01.2001

(51) Int Cl.7: B65D 71/50

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE CH CY DE DK ES FI FR GB GR IE IT LI LU
MC NL PT SE TR
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK RO SI

(71) Applicants:
• SOREMARTEC

6700 Arlon-Schoppach (BE)
• Ferrero S.p.A.

12051 Alba (Cuneo) (IT)
Designated Contracting States:
IT

• FERRERO OFFENE HANDELSGESELLSCHAFT
m.b.H.
60599 Frankfurt am Main (DE)
Designated Contracting States:
DE

(72) Inventor: Ferrari, Giovanni
12060 Roreto di Cherasco (Cuneo) (IT)

(74) Representative: Rambelli, Paolo et al
c/o JACOBACCI & PERANI S.p.A.
Corso Regio Parco, 27
10152 Torino (IT)

(54) Packaging, in particular for a food product

(57) Packaging, in particular for a food product,
which includes:

- a plurality of packed units (2) arranged in a juxta-
posed configuration and each including a product
enclosed in a sealed wrapper (3),

- at least one retaining element (7) for holding the
said packed units (2) together and securing them in

the juxtaposed configuration, and including a por-
tion of self-adhesive tape (7) adhered to adjacent
sides (6) of the packed units (2),

in which the said portion of self-adhesive tape (7) has a
serrated pattern along at least one of its lateral edges
(8), which extend across adjacent sides (6) of the
packed units (2).



EP 1 232 958 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

[0001] The present invention relates to packaging for
holding together a plurality of products or portions of a
product, which have already been individually wrapped
in packaging material.
[0002] In particular, the invention relates to packaging
which contains a plurality of packed units of a particular
product, with the said packed units arranged in a juxta-
posed or stacked configuration and held together by a
retaining element which holds them in the said configu-
ration and is constituted by a self-adhesive element ap-
plied to the adjacent sides of the packed units.
[0003] Packaging of the type described above is
known and used on an industrial scale, in particular to
pack baked goods such as cake or other snack bars: for
example the product marketed by the Applicant under
the trade name "KINDER FETTA AL LATTE". Such
baked goods are generally flat and elongate and
wrapped individually in a sheet material, the ends of
which are sealed by heat bonding.
[0004] In mass production of these items, single units
advance on a conveyor belt and, once they have been
wrapped, are arranged in piles or stacks, typically of
three to seven units, before being joined together by
self-adhesive labels, one of each preferably being at-
tached to each side of the pile or stack.
[0005] For this purpose, a self-adhesive label is used
with the adhesive surface in contact with an easily de-
tachable support such as a silicone-coated support. At
the wrapping station where the individual packed units
are arranged in stacks, self-adhesive labels, of around
the same height as the stack, are removed from the sup-
port and attached one to each side of the stack. In order
to enable the consumer easily to separate the individual
units when required, the self-adhesive label has trans-
verse notched or weakened tear lines, spaced by sub-
stantially the thickness of a packed unit. The self-adhe-
sive label is fixed to the side of the stack in such a way
that the notched or weakened tear lines are positioned
in the area separating one packed unit from the next.
[0006] The consumer can therefore separate a unit
from the stack simply by pulling it, which causes the ad-
hesive wrapper to tear along the notched or weakened
tear line.
[0007] The object of the present invention is to provide
packaging of the type described above which signifi-
cantly reduces packaging costs and also makes it easier
for the consumer to separate the individually packed
units.
[0008] This object is achieved according to the inven-
tion by providing packaging having the characteristics
claimed in the Claims which follow.
[0009] Further advantages and characteristics of the
packaging of the invention will become apparent from
the following detailed description, provided with refer-
ence to the appended drawings, which illustrate one em-
bodiment by way of example, and in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a packaging ac-
cording to the invention;
Figure 2 is a perspective view of a retaining element
of self-adhesive film attached to the prepacked
units; and
Figures 3a-d show various embodiments of the ser-
rated edge of the self-adhesive strip.

[0010] The drawing of Figure 1 shows a pack 1 formed
by three packed units 2 juxtaposed, or rather, in the ori-
entation of the drawing, stacked with their larger sides
5 on top of each other. It is clear that the number of three
is only used by way of example, since the pack could
include any number of packed units 2, though this would
generally be from two to seven, in dependence on the
size of the units.
[0011] The packed units are generally elongate and
flat; they will often be flow packed, whereby a food item
or plurality of food items are wrapped in a tubular casing
3 of a sheet material suitable for contact with food which
is then sealed at each end 4.
[0012] It is clear, however, that the manufacturing
principle on which the invention is based could be ap-
plied to other types of packaging material, cardboard for
example, provided that the overall shape of the packag-
ing makes it possible to align or stack several packaged
items.
[0013] The food item contained in each wrapper is
preferably a baked item or the like, with a prismatic or,
preferably, parallelepiped shape; the invention could be
applied, however, to elongate items such as bread
sticks, long biscuits, snack bars or confectionery items
such as chocolates or truffles which are not elongate but
can be packed in a strip of several units.
[0014] As shown in the drawings, the individual
packed units are arranged aligned or stacked with their
larger sides 5 in contact. A portion of self-adhesive strip
7, without tear lines, is applied to one side, or preferably
both sides of the stack, adhering to the adjacent sides
6 of the packed units.
[0015] According to the invention, it is not necessary
to use a self-adhesive label with pre-formed tear lines
supplied on a removable backing, since it is possible to
use a roll of pressure-sensitive self-adhesive tape, sim-
ilar to that conventionally used for packaging and con-
stituted by a film of plastics material with a thin layer of
pressure-sensitive adhesive on one side and a release
coating on the other for making it easier to unroll the
tape from the roll it is conventionally supplied in.
[0016] The constituent characteristics of the plastics
material making up the tape mean that when an initial
tear is made, this tear preferably extends longitudinally.
The self-adhesive tape is chosen with a width which al-
most matches, or is slightly less than the height of the
stack formed by the packed units on top of each other.
[0017] The self-adhesive tape is cut into portions 7
with serrated edges 8 (transverse the length of the tape)
and a portion 7 is attached to the adjacent sides 6 of the
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packed units, arranging the serrated edges 8 parallel to
the height of the stack. For preference, two portions 7
are attached one to each of two opposite sides of the
stack.
[0018] The serrated edge may follow any pattern; it is
preferable, however, if a sharp corner 10 is formed be-
tween each pair of adjacent teeth 9. One preferred pat-
tern with a sharp corner between adjacent teeth is a saw
or zigzag pattern (Figure 3a); other examples of toothed
patterns are shown in Figures 3b-3d.
[0019] The pitch and dimensions of the teeth are pref-
erably chosen so that, when the portion of self-adhesive
tape is applied to the adjacent packed units, a sharp cor-
ner 10 corresponding to the recess between two adja-
cent teeth is in or almost in the region separating two
adjacent packed units 2. In this way, when a consumer
exerts a traction force on one packed unit, in order to
separate it from the package, the sharp corner acts as
a tear-initiation point whereby, once started, the tear
continues through the tape, in a direction substantially
orthogonal to the general direction of the serrated edge
(direction which is indicated with the broken line a) in
Figures 1 and 2), enabling the packed unit to be sepa-
rated easily.
[0020] The invention thus provides packaging which
involves low manufacturing costs since it requires little
packaging material as well as fewer assembly opera-
tions, but is able to hold together a plurality of packed
units.
[0021] In addition, the packaging of the invention suc-
cessfully resolves the problem of separating the individ-
ual packed units, since a consumer is able to separate
them easily without having to use such force that the
food products contained in each individual wrapper,
which may well be delicate, could be damaged.

Claims

1. Packaging, in particular for food products, which in-
cludes:

- a plurality of packed units (2) arranged in a jux-
taposed configuration and each comprising a
product enclosed in a sealed wrapper (3),

- at least one retaining element (7) for holding the
said packed units (2) together and maintaining
them in the juxtaposed configuration, which
comprises a self-adhesive element (7) adhered
to adjacent sides (6) of the packed units (2),

characterised in that the said self-adhesive ele-
ment is constituted by a portion of self-adhesive
tape (7) having a serrated pattern along at least one
of its edges (8) extending across the adjacent sides
(6) of the packed units (2), in such a way as to pro-
vide a tear-invitation point between adjacent teeth.

2. Packaging according to Claim 1, characterised in
that the said serrated edge comprises a plurality of
tooth-like formations (9), with a sharp corner (10)
formed between adjacent teeth as a tear-invitation
point.

3. Packaging according to Claim 1 or Claim 2, char-
acterised in that the serrated edge has a saw tooth
or a zigzag pattern.

4. Packaging according to any one of Claims 1 to 3,
characterised in that the said portion of self-adhe-
sive tape (7) is applied to adjacent sides (6) of the
juxtaposed packed units (2) in such a way that a
sharp corner (10) between adjacent teeth (9) is in
the region separating two juxtaposed packed units.

5. Packaging according to any one of Claims 1 to 4, in
which the said portion of self-adhesive tape (7) is
serrated along both its edges (8) which extend like
a bridge across the adjacent sides of the packed
units (2).

6. Packaging according to any one of Claims 1 to 5,
characterised in that the said packed units include
a sealed wrapping (3) of sheet material.

7. Packaging according to Claim 6, in which the said
sealed wrapping is of a flow-pack type.

8. Packaging according to any one of Claims 1 to 7, in
which the said packed units are flat and elongate
and arranged on top of each other to form a stack.

9. Packaging according to any one of the preceding
Claims, characterised in that the said packed units
(2) are joined to each other by first and second por-
tions (7) of self-adhesive tape applied to opposite
sides of the juxtaposed packed units.
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