
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

Europäisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

(19)

E
P

1 
23

6 
64

8
A

1
TEPZZ_ ¥6648A_T
(11) EP 1 236 648 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication:
04.09.2002 Bulletin 2002/36

(21) Application number: 01830466.7

(22) Date of filing: 12.07.2001

(51) Int Cl.7: B65D 5/02, B65D 3/20

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE CH CY DE DK ES FI FR GB GR IE IT LI LU
MC NL PT SE TR
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK RO SI

(30) Priority: 22.02.2001 IT RM010095

(71) Applicant: SEDA S.p.A.
I-80022 Arzano-Napoli (IT)

(72) Inventor: D’Amato, Gianfranco
80022 Arzano NA (IT)

(74) Representative: Grünecker, Kinkeldey,
Stockmair & Schwanhäusser Anwaltssozietät
Maximilianstrasse 58
80538 München (DE)

(54) Container for food and the like

(57) A container (1) for food products such as ice-
creams, milkshakes or the like, of the type having a main
body and, integrally to the latter, at least two closing

members (51,52,53,54) of the top portion thereof,
wherein a top port is obtained (6) apt to allow the inser-
tion of a stirrer thus avoiding an opening of the container
for the preparation of the product.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a container for
food products, e.g., ice-creams, milkshakes, and the
like, of the type having a body and closing members of
the top portion of the container in which a top port apt
to allow the insertion of a stirrer is obtained while avoid-
ing the opening of the container.
[0002] In the field of cold food products like ice-
creams, milkshakes or the like, the art is aware of the
employ of containers having a separate closing mem-
ber. Upon filling said containers with the product to be
consumed, a closing member having a top port in order
to allow the insertion of a stirrer is arranged obtaining
directly into the former the prepared product, such as a
milkshake or the like, being then directly served to a con-
sumer.
[0003] These containers, though very practical, entail
the disadvantage of requiring the provision of a cover
member thereof, separate and generally made in ther-
moformable material. This entails the need to separately
provide to a plurality of containers a respective plurality
of cover members with an entailed increase in costs.
[0004] Moreover, there is a further disadvanteged re-
lated to the use of plastics for manufacturing said closing
members, entailing an environmental impact for the dis-
posal thereof.
[0005] The object of the present invention is to over-
come said disadvantages of the containers of the state
of the art providing a container for food products like ice-
creams, milkshakes or the like, of the type having a body
and closing members thereof made integral thereto, and
in which a top port is obtained for allowing the insertion
of a stirrer thus avoiding the opening of the container.
[0006] Hence, the present invention provides a con-
tainer for food products like ice-creams, milkshakes and
the like, of the type comprising a main body having a
side wall and a bottom wall,

characterised in that integrally to the main body it
has closing means of the top portion thereof, the ar-
rangement being such that when said closing means are
in a closed condition it has a port at the top portion there-
of for the insertion of a stirrer for the preparation of the
product.
[0007] Hereinafter, a detailed description of a pre-
ferred embodiment of the container of the present in-
vention will be provided, given by way of example and
not for limitative purposes, making reference to the an-
nexed drawings, wherein:

Fig. 1 is a partially sectional perspective view of a
container of the state of the art;
Fig. 2 is a plan view of a blank apt to make the con-
tainer of the present invention;
Fig. 3 is a partially sectional perspective view of the
container of the present invention in an opened con-
dition;
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the container of the

present invention in a closed condition; and
Fig. 5 is a top plan view of the container of Fig. 4.

[0008] With reference now to Fig. 1, a container of the
state of the art is illustrated. Typically, a substantially cyl-
inder-shaped main body 1 having a side wall 2 with a
bottom wall 7 (not shown in Fig.) is provided. The side
wall 2 has, at the top end thereof, a curled edge 3 apt
to snap-engage in a complementary annular edge 4 of
a respective closing member 5. The closing member 5
has a top port 6 suitable to the insertion of a stirrer for
the preparation of the product subsequently to the in-
sertion of the latter into the container 1.
[0009] With reference now to Fig. 2, a blank 1 apt to
make the container of the present invention once as-
sembled is illustrated.
[0010] For simplicity's sake, same components will
have the same reference numbers.
[0011] More precisely, the blank 1 has a plane surface
apt to make the side wall 2 of the container 1 during
assembly. At the top portion of the blank, edges 51, 52,
53 and 54 apt, once assembled, to make the closing
member of the container 1, are provided. Onto the edg-
es 51,52,53 and 54, weakening lines 510, 520, 530 and
540, as well as blank areas 550 apt to allow a precise
and eased folding of the closing members subsequently
to the filling of the container 1, are obtained.
[0012] Moreover, it is provided that among the edges
51, 52, 53 and 54 an area 61, apt to make the top port
6 following to the closing of the container 1 (better illus-
trated hereinafter), be obtained.
[0013] With reference now to Figs. 3, 4 and 5, the con-
tainer 1 obtained from the blank of Fig. 2 is illustrated.
As it is apparent from the Figs., firstly the blank is ar-
ranged around a pre-set bottom wall 7. In this condition,
the container 1 with the closing members lifted is made.
Then, the container can be used to arrange the product
to be consumed therein. Subsequently to the filling of
the container 1, the edges 51, 52, 53 and 54 can be fold-
ed following the weakening lines 510,520, 530 and 540.
This step is eased by the presence of the areas 550.
[0014] Upon folding the edges 51,52,53 and 54, the
closing of the container, as well as a top port 6, is ob-
tained in order to house the stirrer for the preparation of
the product to be consumed.
[0015] It has to be pointed out that the arrangement
of the edges 51, 52, 53 and 54 is anyhow such as to
generate a seal, since the blank areas 550 lie coinciden-
tally to the inside surface of the respective folded edges.
Therefore, unlike the containers of the state of the art,
the employ of a separate closing member becomes su-
perfluous.

Claims

1. A container (1) for food products like ice-creams,
milkshakes or the like, comprising a main body (1)
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with a side wall (2) and a bottom wall (7),
characterised in that it has integrally to the

main body (1) closing means (51,52,53,54) of the
top portion of the container, the arrangement being
such that when said closing means (51,52,53,54)
are in a closed condition the container has a port
(6) at the top portion thereof for the insertion of a
stirrer for the preparation of the product.

2. The container (1) for food products according to the
preceding claims, wherein said closing means are
at least two closing members (51,52,53,54) inte-
grally obtained onto the top portion of the container
(1).

3. The container (1) for food products according to
claim 1 or 2, wherein said port (6) is obtained by
overlapping two areas (61) obtained between two
adjacent closing members (51,52,53,54).

4. The container (1) for food products according to
claim 2 or 3, further comprising four areas (550) ob-
tained by die cutting onto the skirt (2) at respective
folding lines (510,520,530,540) of the closing mem-
bers (51,52,53,54).
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