EP 1241 925 A3

Européaisches Patentamt
European Patent Office

(19) g)

Office européen des brevets

(11) EP 1241 925 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3:
28.04.2004 Bulletin 2004/18

(43) Date of publication A2:
18.09.2002 Bulletin 2002/38

(21) Application number: 02005546.3

(22) Date of filing: 11.03.2002

(51) Intcl.”. HO5B 41/04, HO5B 41/288,
HO5B 41/38, HO5B 41/19

(84) Designated Contracting States:
ATBECHCYDEDKESFIFRGBGRIEIT LI LU
MC NL PT SETR
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK RO SI

(30) Priority: 13.03.2001 JP 2001070474

(71) Applicant: USHIODENKI KABUSHIKI KAISHA
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0004 (JP)

(72) Inventors:
* Okamoto, Masashi
Akashi-shi, Hyogo-ken (JP)
» Nakayama, Mineo
Himeji-shi, Hyogo-ken (JP)
» Takaya, lzumi
Himeji-shi, Hyogo-ken (JP)

(74) Representative: Tomerius, Isabel, Dr. et al
Lang & Tomerius
Postfach 15 13 24
80048 Miinchen (DE)

(54) Light source device

(57)  Lightsource device which includes a discharge
lamp which contains at least 0.15 mg mercury per cubic
millimeter of the volume of the discharge space, a pair
of electrodes opposite one another to create the main
discharge and spaced a distance from one another of
less than or equal to 2.5 mm, and an auxiliary electrode
arranged such that it does not come into contact with
the discharge space for the main discharge. The light

source device further including a feed circuit to feed the
discharge current to the electrodes for the main dis-
charge, and a starter which produces a high voltage be-
tween one of the electrodes of the two electrodes for the
main discharge and the auxiliary discharge, such that
the starter produces a voltage two to five times as high
as the voltage necessary for starting the main discharge
in the lamp at the room temperature state.
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