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(54) Vehicle window regulator

(57) A vehicle window regulator (10) including an
elongate drive shaft (12) having a drive axis (13), con-
nected at spaced locations to first (14) and second (16)
drive sprockets, each drive sprocket being connected

via respective first (22) and second (23) toothed drive
belts to respective first (20) and second (21) idler
wheels, with each drive belt including a cursor (24,25)
for connection to a window glass.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to vehicle win-
dow regulators.
[0002] Vehicles are known which include passenger
doors having windows with window glass which can be
lowered to open the window and raised to close the win-
dow. The window glass is raised and lowered by a win-
dow regulator. The window regulator and associated
guide rails must control the pitch, roll and yaw of the
window glass and must also locate the window glass in
the X (fore and aft) Y (lateral) and Z (vertical) directions.
[0003] Various window regulator mechanisms are
known including single and dual arm regulators and sin-
gle and twin cable operated regulators.
[0004] Modern vehicle side windows have curved
glass (having an axis of curvature orientated substan-
tially in the X direction) which when raised and lowered
must be guided for rotation about the centre of curvature
of the glass. As such, when considering a side window
on a car, the lower edge of the glass (where the window
regulator is attached) must be allowed to move laterally
relative to the vehicle. Window regulators must there-
fore allow for such lateral movement.
[0005] Furthermore on some modem vehicles the
window glass is designed to move slightly rearwardly as
the window glass is closed. Again the window regulator
must allow for this movement.
[0006] A problem with known window regulators is
that a window regulator designed for a particular door is
unlikely to be usable in a different door.
[0007] An object of the present invention to provide a
window regulator which can be adapted for different in-
stallations.
[0008] A further object of the present invention is to
provide a window regulator which is simple and reliable
in operation.
[0009] The invention will now be described, by way of
example only, with reference to the accompanying
drawings in which:-

Figure 1 is a side view of a window regulator ac-
cording to the present invention;

Figure 2 is a view of the window regulator of figure
1 taken in the direction of arrow A; and

Figure 3A to 3D show a method of securing an end
of a toothed belt of figure 1 to the cursor of figure 1.

[0010] With reference to figures 1 and 2 there is
shown a window regulator 10 including a drive shaft 12
having a drive shaft axis 13.
[0011] Mounted on drive shaft 12, at spaced loca-
tions, is a first drive sprocket 14 rotatable about sprocket
axis 15 and a second drive sprocket 16 rotatable about
sprocket axis 17.
[0012] Each drive sprocket is drivingly connected to

the drive shaft by a constant velocity joint, in this case
a rzeppa type ball joint.
[0013] The drive shaft 12 is of hexagonal cross sec-
tion and drivably engages the bores of the rzeppa ball
joint. The outside of the rzeppa ball joints are drivably
connected to the drive sprockets. As such rotation of
drive shaft 12 causes corresponding rotation of drive
sprockets 14 and 16.
[0014] A motor is drivingly connected to end 12A of
shaft 12.
[0015] An idler wheel 20 is positioned remote from the
drive sprocket 14.
[0016] A toothed belt 22 connects drive sprocket 14
and idler wheel 20.
[0017] Secured to toothed belt 22 is a cursor 24.
[0018] A similar arrangement of idler wheel 21,
toothed belt 23 and cursor 25 is associated with drive
sprocket 16.
[0019] A window glass 26 (shown chain dotted) is
connected either directly or via connectors (not shown)
to cursors 24 and 25.
[0020] The teeth 32 of belts 22 and 23 engage corre-
sponding teeth on drive sprockets 14 and 16. However
wheels 20 and 21 may or may not include teeth.
[0021] Figures 3A to 3D show a method of connecting
end 22A of toothed belt 22 to cursor 24.
[0022] Cursor 24 includes a portion 26 having a mouth
28. One side of mouth 28 includes an array of teeth 30
corresponding to teeth 32 of toothed belt 22.
[0023] It can be seen from figure 3B that end 22A of
toothed belt 22 is inserted into mouth 28.
[0024] Figure 3C shows the array of teeth 30 of mouth
28 having been engaged by teeth 32 of toothed belt 22.
[0025] A wedge 34 is then inserted into mouth 28 (see
figure 3D) to ensure teeth 30 and 32 remain engaged.
A similar arrangement is used to secure end 22B of belt
22 to a further portion of cursor 24, and cursor 25 is iden-
tical to cursor 24 in this regard.
[0026] A tensioning wheel 34 (shown schematically in
figure 2) is spring loaded by spring 36 on to belt 23. This
ensures the belt is kept under tension and allows for
manufacturing tolerance errors and also for the cursor
25 to move laterally (in the Y direction) relative to an
associated vehicle as the curved window glass 26 ro-
tates about its curved axis as it is raised and lowered.
[0027] A similar arrangement of tensioning wheel and
spring is used on belt 22.
[0028] Operation of the vehicle window regulator is as
follows.
[0029] Motor 18 is selectively operated to rotate in a
clockwise direction when viewing figure 2 such that shaft
12 is also rotated in a clockwise direction. This results
in drive sprockets 14 and 16 also rotating in a clockwise
direction and driving belts 22 and 23 and hence causing
cursors 24 and 25 move towards idler wheels 20 and 21
respectively, thus closing the window.
[0030] By powering motor 18 in an opposite direction
the window can be caused to open.
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[0031] The invention is adaptable to fit in different in-
stallations:-
[0032] Thus belts 22 and 23 can both be cut shorter
or cut longer to fit within different types of doors as to
allow for different heights of window glass.
[0033] Belt 22 can be a different length to belt 23 in
order to vary the position of wheel 20 relative to wheel
21, though window opening is limited by the shorter belt.
[0034] Axes 15 and 17 can be tilted more relative to
axis 12 (thus moving idler wheels 20 and 21 to the right
when viewing figure 1) to allow for a window glass which
is designed to lift at a greater angle to the vertical. Al-
ternatively axes 15 and 17 can be brought further in line
with axis 13 where the associated window glass lifts
more vertically.
[0035] During assembly, drive sprocket 14 is slid on
to shaft 12 and can be positioned at various locations
along shaft 12, as can drive sprocket 16. This allows for
the varying of the distance between cursors 24 and 25
for different lengths of window glass.
[0036] Furthermore it can be seen that motor 18 could
be positioned either between drive sprockets 14 and 16
or even to the right of drive sprocket 16 when viewing
figure 1.
[0037] It is also possible to provide alternative or com-
plementary belt tensioning systems.
[0038] Thus idler wheels 20 and 21 can be resiliently
biased away from corresponding drive sprockets 14 and
16 to provide for belt tensioning. This method is partic-
ularly applicable where the toothed belts are endless
belts.
[0039] Where the toothed belts have first and second
ends connected to first and second portions of associ-
ated cursors then it is possible to bias the first and sec-
ond portions of the cursor towards each other to effect
belt tensioning.
[0040] In an alternative embodiment idler wheel 20 or
21 could be a toothed wheel and could be driven by a
motor. As such this allows the motor to be positioned at
location B or C (with a toothed wheel 20) or at D or E
(with a toothed wheel 21). This is particularly advanta-
geous when differing installations have differing space
envelopes.
[0041] It should be noted that the invention is not lim-
ited to being operated by a motor and alternatively a
manual arrangement could be used to raised and lower
the window glass.
[0042] The components shown in figure 1 (other than
the window glass 26) can be assembled into their rela-
tive positions and held there by a support structure (not
shown). The components and support structure can
then be assembled and secured into the door, with the
support structure remaining within the door.
[0043] Alternatively the support structure can be a
temporary support structure and once the components
of figure 1 and support structure has been positioned
within the door, the components of figure 1 can be se-
cured to the door and the temporary support structure

can then be removed from the door.
[0044] An alternative drive arrangement between the
drive shaft and the sprocket would be a toothed periph-
ery of the drive shaft which engages a toothed bore of
the sprocket thereby allowing the shaft axis to be angled
relative to the sprocket axis.
[0045] Depending upon the installation and refine-
ment of window glass raising and lowering required,
constant velocity joints may not be required between the
drive shaft and drive sprockets. In particular where the
axis of the drive sprocket is parallel to the axis of the
drive shaft a simple hexagonal, square or other polygon
or other non-circular shaft cross section can be used
which engages with a corresponding bore of the sprock-
et to drive the sprocket.
[0046] The arrangement shown in figure 1 shows idler
wheels being positioned generally above the drive shaft
and drive sprockets. Depending upon the installation the
drive shaft and drive sprockets could be positioned
above the idler wheels.

Claims

1. A vehicle window regulator (10) including an elon-
gate drive shaft (12) having a drive axis (13), con-
nected at spaced locations to first (14) and second
(16) drive sprockets, each drive sprocket being con-
nected via respective first (22) and second (23)
toothed drive belts to respective first (20) and sec-
ond (21) idler wheels, with each drive belt including
a cursor (24, 25) for connection to a window glass.

2. A vehicle window regulator as defined in claim 1 in
which the drive shaft is of hexagonal, square, poly-
gon or other non-circular cross section.

3. A vehicle window regulator as defined in claim 1 or
2 in which the position of at least one of the first (14)
and second (16) drive sprockets is adjustable along
the drive shaft axis.

4. A vehicle window regulator as defined in any pre-
ceding claim in which the drive sprockets axes are
parallel to the drive shaft axis.

5. A vehicle window regulator as defined in any pre-
ceding claim in which the drive sprockets are driven
by the drive shaft via respective drive connections
which allow the sprocket axes (15, 17) to be angled
relative to the drive shaft axis (13).

6. A vehicle window regulator as defined in claim 5 in
which the drive connections are constant velocity
drive connections.

7. A vehicle window regulator as defined in claim 5 or
6 in which each drive connection is defined by an
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array of teeth on the drive shaft engaging an array
of teeth in the bore of the drive sprockets.

8. A vehicle window regulator as defined in any pre-
ceding claim in which the belt is an endless belt.

9. A vehicle window regulator as defined in claims 1
to 7 in which the belt includes a first end connected
to a first portion of the cursor a second end connect-
ed to a second portion of the cursor.

10. A vehicle window regulator as defined in claim 9 in
which teeth (32) of the belt engage teeth (30) of the
cursor to effect a connection there between.

11. A vehicle window regulator as defined in claim 9 or
10 in which the first and second portions of the cur-
sor are elastomerically biased towards each other
to provide for belt tensioning.

12. A vehicle window regulator as defined in any pre-
ceding claim in which the idler wheels are biased
away from the respective drive sprockets to provide
for belt tensioning.

13. A vehicle window regulator as defined in any pre-
ceding claim in which tensioning wheels (34) act on
the belts to provide for belt tensioning.

14. A vehicle window regulator as defined in any pre-
ceding claim including a motor (18) operably con-
nected to the drive shaft.

15. A vehicle window regulator as defined in claim 14
in which one (14) of the first and second drive
sprockets is situated between the other (16) of the
first and second drive sprockets and the motor (18).

16. A vehicle window regulator as defined in claim 14
in which the motor is situated between the first and
second drive sprockets.

17. A method of assembling a vehicle door including
steps of providing a vehicle door, providing a vehicle
window regulator according to any preceding claim
supported by a support structure, mounting the ve-
hicle window regulator and support structure in the
door.

18. A method of assembling a vehicle door according
to claim 17 including the further step of removing
some or all of the support structure from the door.
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