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(54) Control system and method for an internal
(57)  Acontrol system for an internal combustion en-
gine is provided. The engine includes a compression ra-
tio control mechanism (102) and an ignition timing con-
trol system (103). The control system comprises an en-
gine control unit (33) for controlling the compression ra-
tio control mechanism (102) and the ignition timing con-
trol system (103) so that when the engine is cold, the
ignition timing is retarded largely from an MBT point and
the compression ratio ( E) is set higher than that ob-
tained when the engine is cold and operated at corre-
sponding engine rpm and engine load. A method for
controlling such an internal combustion engine is also
provided.
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