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(57) A drop-leaf table particularly for modular kitch-
ens, comprising a wheeled frame (14) for supporting a
folding top (15) to be arranged, in the closed configura-
tion, inside a recess that is deeper than wide and is
present between the units of a modular kitchen; the top
comprises a central portion (16), which is arranged

Drop-leaf table particularly for modular kitchens

above the frame and to which at least one lateral top
portion (17a, 17b) is hinged, the top portion being meant
to be arranged horizontally when the table is in the open
configuration and vertically when the table is in the
closed configuration, the table comprising retractable
supporting means (20a, 20b) for the at least one lateral
top portion.

14 10
\ﬂ‘ 5
22 N 16
51 174
23a
28a

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



1 EP 1 250 868 A1 2

Description

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a drop-leaf ta-
ble particularly for modular kitchens.

[0002] The use of modular kitchens is increasingly
widespread for furnishing homes, especially when the
space available is limited.

[0003] Modular kitchens in fact allow to optimize oc-
cupation of available spaces by designing dedicated so-
lutions for every environment.

[0004] Despite their high flexibility, a limitation is
linked to the fact that the units and electrical appliances
have standardized dimensions, with particular refer-
ence to width, which is usually 60 and 45 centimeters.
[0005] For this very reason, free recesses between
units or between a unit and the electrical appliance are
often available to an interior decorator; these recesses
are usually approximately 15 centimeters wide.

[0006] Such recesses are usually occupied, in the
best of cases, by pull-out trolleys or simply covered with
a panel that at least gives an effect of continuity with the
surface formed by the units and the electrical applianc-
es.

[0007] The aim of the present invention is to solve or
substantially reduce the problems related to optimiza-
tion of the spaces occupied by modular kitchens, with
particular reference to the use of those small recesses
that are formed between units or between units and
electrical appliances.

[0008] Within this aim, an object of the invention is to
provide a drop-leaf table that can be inserted easily in
an unused recess in modular kitchens.

[0009] Another object is to provide a drop-leaf table
that has a simple structure.

[0010] Another object is to provide a drop-leaf table
that is easy to use.

[0011] Another object is to provide a drop-leaf table
that has a low cost.

[0012] This aim and these and other objects that will
become better apparent hereinafter are achieved by a
drop-leaf table particularly for modular kitchens, char-
acterized in that it comprises a wheeled frame for sup-
porting a folding top to be arranged, in the closed con-
figuration, inside a recess that is deeper than wide and
is present between the units of a modular kitchen, said
top comprising a central portion, which is arranged
above said frame and to which at least one lateral top
portion is hinged, said top portion being designed to be
arranged horizontally when the table is in the open con-
figuration and vertically when the table is in the closed
configuration, said table comprising retractable support-
ing means for said at least one lateral top portion.
[0013] Further characteristics and advantages of the
present invention will become better apparent from the
following detailed description of a preferred but not ex-
clusive embodiment thereof, illustrated only by way of
non-limitative example in the accompanying drawings
and figures, wherein:
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Figure 1 is a perspective view of a table according
to the invention in the closed configuration;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a table according
to the invention in the closed configuration, associ-
ated with a modular kitchen;

Figure 3 is a side view of the table of Figure 1;
Figures 4 and 5 are two different perspective views
of the table in the open configuration;

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a component of
the table shown in the preceding figures;

Figure 7 is a perspective view of a portion of the
component shown in Figure 6.

[0014] With reference to the figures, a drop-leaf table
particularly for modular kitchens, according to the inven-
tion, is generally designated by the reference numeral
10.

[0015] The table 10 is particularly suitable to be in-
serted removably in a recess 11 formed between the
units 12 of a modular kitchen, generally designated by
the reference numeral 13.

[0016] The table 10 comprises a wheeled frame 14
(see Figure 6) for supporting a folding top, designated
by the reference numeral 15.

[0017] The folding top 15 comprises a central portion
16, to which a first lateral portion 17a and a second lat-
eral portion 17b are hinged laterally along horizontal ax-
es orientated in the direction of the depth of the recess
11.

[0018] The wheeled frame 14 comprises a base 18
which is provided with wheels 19 in a downward region
and from which a rear post 20a and a front post 20b rise;
such posts are joined in an upward region by a cross-
member 21 that is parallel to the base 18.

[0019] The cross-member 21 is provided with first fix-
ing brackets 22 for the central portion 16 of the top 15.
[0020] The table 10 furthermore comprises legs 23a
and 23b, which are designed to support respectively the
lateral portions 17a and 17b of the top 15 when they are
arranged horizontally, so as to provide a continuous sur-
face with the central portion 16.

[0021] The legs 23a and 23b are identical and are ar-
ranged mutually opposite with respect to the wheeled
frame 14; therefore only the leg 23b is described for the
sake of simplicity.

[0022] Theleg23bis constituted by two posts 24a and
24b, which are joined in an upward region and in a down-
ward region by cross-members 25a and 25b.

[0023] Inparticular, the post24ais hinged aboutaver-
tical axis to the rear post 20a of the wheeled frame 14,
while the post 24b has a lower portion 26 that continues
so as to form a floor support.

[0024] The upper cross-member 25a forms a support
for the lateral portion 17a of the top 15 when said portion
is arranged horizontally.

[0025] The base 18 is further provided, in a downward
region, with two arms 27a and 27b, which are hinged
thereto at one of their ends about vertical axes.
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[0026] The arms 27a and 27b support wheels, re-
spectively designated by the reference numerals 28a
and 28b, at the end that lies opposite the pivoting end.
[0027] Moreover, the arms 27a and 27b can be asso-
ciated with elastic means that normally push them into
the open configuration so as to be arranged in a sub-
stantially V-like shape outside the dimensions of the
base 18, so as to form a stable support for the table 10
when it is arranged outside the recess 11.

[0028] The front post 20b of the wheeled frame 14 is
provided with corresponding second fixing brackets 29
for a panel 30, which is provided with a handle 31 that
is available to the user and is suitable to close the recess
11 like a cover, when the table 10 is inserted therein,
and consequently form a continuous wall with the units
12 arranged adjacent to the recess 11.

[0029] The base 18 is further provided, at the front,
with a third bracket 32, which supports a panel 33 that
is suitable to provide a continuous surface with the base-
board or panel 33 of the kitchen 13.

[0030] In particular, the third bracket 32 is mounted
on arod 35 which can slide on a guide 34 that is rigidly
coupled to the base 18 and allows to adjust its depth,
by means of a retention screw 36, and therefore allows
to adapt it to kitchens having different dimensions, or
rather to kitchens whose baseboards are at different
depths with respect to the corresponding front planes
formed by the units.

[0031] Asregards operation, it is thus evident that the
table 10 can be arranged in the open configuration out-
side the recess 11 and in the closed configuration inside
the recess 11.

[0032] In particular, when the table 10 is in the closed
configuration, it occupies a space that is substantially
equal to the space occupied by the base 18 and by the
front panel 30, with the supporting legs 23a and 23b ar-
ranged adjacent to the wheeled frame 14, and with the
lateral portions 17a and 17b of the top 15 arranged ver-
tically and adjacent to said supporting legs 23a and 23b.
[0033] When it is arranged in this manner, the table
10 can be inserted within the recess 11, and during in-
sertion the arms 27a and 27b, by resting on the inside
walls of the units 12 arranged adjacent to the recess 11,
are arranged, with an action that contrasts the elastic
means, within the dimensions of the base 18, in a sub-
stantially mutually parallel configuration.

[0034] When instead the table 10 is arranged in the
open configuration, outside the recess 11, the lateral
portions 17a and 17b can be arranged horizontally so
that they form a continuous surface with the central por-
tion 16 and are supported by the supporting legs 23a
and 23b, which are turned about their vertical pivoting
axis and are arranged in the open configuration.
[0035] Moreover, in the open configuration, the arms
27a and 27b are arranged in a substantially V-like
shape, giving greater stability to the table 10.

[0036] In practice it has been found that the present
invention has achieved the intended aim and objects.
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[0037] A drop-leaf table has in fact been provided
which can be inserted in the closed configuration within
arecess formed between the units of a modular kitchen.
[0038] In this manner it is possible to utilize a space
that usually remains unused or whose potential in any
case is not utilized fully.

[0039] The table can also be adapted to kitchens hav-
ing different dimensions.

[0040] The technical details may be replaced with oth-
er technically equivalent elements.

[0041] The materials, so long as they are compatible
with the contingent use, as well as the dimensions, may
be any according to requirements.

[0042] The disclosures in Italian Utility Model Applica-
tion No. PD2001U000032 from which this application
claims priority are incorporated herein by reference.
[0043] Where technical features mentioned in any
claim are followed by reference signs, those reference
signs have been included for the sole purpose of in-
creasing the intelligibility of the claims and accordingly,
such reference signs do not have any limiting effect on
the interpretation of each element identified by way of
example by such reference signs.

Claims

1. A drop-leaf table particularly for modular kitchens,
characterized in that it comprises a wheeled frame
for supporting a folding top to be arranged, in the
closed configuration, inside a recess that is deeper
than wide and is present between the units of a
modular kitchen, said top comprising a central por-
tion, which is arranged above said frame and to
which at least one lateral top portion is hinged, said
top portion being designed to be arranged horizon-
tally when the table is in the open configuration and
vertically when the table is in the closed configura-
tion, said table comprising retractable supporting
means for said at least one lateral top portion.

2. The table according to claim 1, characterized in
that said frame comprises a wheeled base from
which a front post and a rear post rise, said posts
being joined in an upward region by a cross-mem-
ber that is parallel to said base.

3. The table according to claim 2, characterized in
that said cross-member is provided with first brack-
ets for fixing said central portion of the top.

4. The table according to the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that said top comprises a central por-
tion that substantially has the same dimensions as
said base of the frame and to which a first lateral
portion and a second lateral portion are laterally
hinged about two horizontal axes that are orientated
in the direction of the depth of said recess.
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The table according to the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that said retractable supporting
means for each lateral portion are constituted by
two vertical posts joined by cross-members, the first
post being hinged about a vertical axis to the rear
post of said frame, the second post having an ex-
tended lower end that rests on the floor.

The table according to claim 5, characterized in
that the upper cross-member is designed to sup-
port the corresponding lateral portion of the top
when it is arranged in the horizontal configuration.

The table according to one or more of the preceding
claims, characterized in that it comprises two
arms that are hinged at one end in a downward re-
gion with respect to said base of the frame and sup-
port wheels at the opposite end.

The table according to claim 7, characterized in
that said arms are associated with elastic means
that normally push them so that they are arranged
in a substantially V-like shape outside the dimen-
sions of said base.

The table according to one or more of the preceding
claims, characterized in that said front post of said
frame supports second fixing brackets for a panel
that is suitable to close, like a cover, said recess
when the table is arranged inside it, and to form a
continuous wall together with the adjacent units of
the kitchen.

The table according to one or more of the preceding
claims, characterized in that said base supports,
at the front, a third fixing bracket for a panel that is
suitable to form a continuous surface together with
the baseboard of the kitchen.

The table according to claim 10, characterized in
that said third bracket is mounted on a rod that can
slide on a guide and is rigidly coupled to said base
for depth adjustment, a retention screw for said rod
being engaged on said guide.

The table according to one or more of the preceding
claims, characterized in that said legs, said lateral
portions of the top and said wheeled arms arrange
themselves, when the table is in the closed config-
uration, within the dimensions formed substantially
by said front panel and said base of the frame.
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