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(54) Container closures

(57) This invention relates to container closures and
to methods of sealing the container neck on filling of the
containers.

A closure assembly comprises a plug 4 adapted to
be inserted into the neck 1 of a container to effect an
aseptic seal with the container neck 1 and a cap 11 com-
prising a skirt 13 provided with formations 12 that are
adapted to co-operate with complementary formations
2 provided on the container neck 1. The cap 11 and the
neck formations 2 are so arranged that the cap 11 can
be turned from a fully applied condition to a release po-
sition for removal of the cap 11 from the neck 1, the plug
4 being adapted to be inserted into the neck 1 to effect
an aseptic seal of the neck 1 prior to application of the
cap 11. On subsequent removal of the fully applied cap
11 from the neck 1, the plug 4 is withdrawn from the neck
1 by being held captive to the cap 11.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. Claims: 1,2,6-10
Securing plug and cap together to ensure that on removal of

the cap from the container neck, the plug is withdrawn from
the neck by being held captive to the cap;

2. C]aims: 3-5,22

Securing the cap to the container neck;

3. Qlaims: 11,12,14-16
Optimizing the geometry of the plug;

4. Claim : 12
Creating a sealing surface between plug and inner part of
the container neck at a position spaced from the free end of
the container neck;
5. Claim : 13
Manufacturing the plug from a material that comprises oxyge
absorping resins; ‘ '
6. Claims: 17-21
Protecting the content of the plug;

7. Claims: 23,24

Seperate assembling processes of plug and cap to a container
neck by, first, applying the plug to the container neck
(plugging station) and, secondly, applying the cap to the
container neck (capping station);
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