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(54) Stern tube shaft sealing apparatus

(57) An apparatus for sealing a shaft for a stern tube
is disclosed, comprising: a case (32) arranged so as to
surround an outer circumference of a propeller shaft (2)
of the stern tube; a water seal (34), an oil seal (36), and
an intermediate seal (35) provided between the water
seal (34) and the oil seal (36) at an inner circumference
of the case (32); characterized in that the oil seal (36)
and the intermediate seal (35) are made of rubber elas-
tic bodies and provided with bases (361, 351) held by
the case (32) and seal lips (362, 352) slidably contacting
at a side of the propeller shaft (2), the seal lip (362) of
the oil seal (36) facing to an inside of a hull, and the seal
lip (352) of the intermediate seal (35) facing to a side of
the stern, wherein an air chamber (C) is bounded be-
tween the oil seal (36) and the intermediate seal (35),
and wherein an air supplier (39) for supplying fluid hav-
ing a higher pressure than in a drain chamber (B) is con-
nected to the air chamber (C) (Fig. 1).
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