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(54)  Apparatus and method for preventing ink from getting dry

(57)  An apparatus for printing sheets includes a
plate cylinder (14) with a printing die (13) mounted ther-
eon and an impression cylinder (15) disposed to oppose
said plate cylinder. In the apparatus, sheets are passed
through a clearance between the plate cylinder and the
impression cylinder to carry out printing on the sheets.
The apparatus further includes an ink transfer roll (17)
and means for regulating an amount of the ink trans-
ferred, so that when printing is carried out, the ink is
transferred to the printing die, while at the same time the
ink transferred is regulated as the ink transfer roll rotates
in contact with the printing die of the plate cylinder while
the regulating means contacts a surface of the ink trans-
fer roll. The apparatus further includes an ink fountain
(A) provided between the ink transfer roll and the ink
regulating means along an axial direction thereof, and
an ink reservoir (36) for reserving the ink which is dis-
posed above and adjacent to the ink fountain. At least
one tube body (47) is provided between the ink reservoir
and the ink fountain in such a way that one open end
(47b) of the tube body communicates with the ink res-
ervoir and another open end thereof opens into the ink
fountain. The apparatus further includes means (46) for
transferring the ink between the ink fountain and the ink
reservoir through the tube body and means (32) for re-
ciprocally moving the ink reservoir, the tube body, and
the ink transfer means unitarily along the axial direction
of the ink fountain.
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