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(54) Foldable backpack

(57) The invention provides a school bag or back-
pack of the type having a back, a bottom, a flexible re-
ceptacle and at least one over-the-shoulder carrying
strap, further provided with a bi-stable structure com-
prising a rigidifying back element articulated to a rigidi-
fying base to allow stable upright positioning on a hori-
zontal surface while loading and unloading the contents
of the backpack, the bi-stable structure being insertable
into the backpack during manufacture, and which struc-

ture can be made to assume a first stable position in
which the rigidifying base is folded back against the ri-
gidifying back element and when thus disposed in the
backpack to retain the bottom thereof folded up towards
the back of the backpack reducing the bulk thereof, and
a second position in which the two rigidifying members
define a substantially stable right-angle configuration
therebetween thereby to also maintain such a configu-
ration between the back and the bottom of the backpack.
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