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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a microwave
oven including control means.
[0002] Microwave ovens are well-known and use mi-
crowaves to heat and cook food in a cooking chamber
which is electromagnetically sealed at the frequency of
the microwaves. Generally, microwave ovens include a
high voltage transformer and a magnetron. A control pan-
el having input and display parts is mounted at the front
of the oven’s body where it can be conveniently used by
a user.
[0003] Referring to Figure 5, the interior of an oven
body 1 is partitioned into a electrical component chamber
2 and a cooking chamber 4. A variety of electric devices,
including a lamp 7, a cooling fan 8, a magnetron MGT,
a high-voltage transformer HVT, a high-voltage capacitor
HVC, are positioned in the electrical component chamber
2. A rotary tray 5 is mounted on the bottom of the cooking
chamber 4 to hold food, and a door 3 is hingedly attached
to one side of the oven body 1 for providing access to
the cooking chamber 4. A control panel 6 is provided on
the front surface of the oven body 1 in front of the electrical
component chamber 2.
[0004] A hook 3a is received by a recess 3b when the
door 3 is closed and withdrawn from the recess 3b when
the door 3 is opened. A microswitch (not shown) is open
or closed depending on the position of the hook 3a to
provide a door open/closed signal to control means (not
shown). Accordingly, the control means recognizes
opening and closing of the door 3 and controls the oper-
ation of the magnetron to prevent the generation of mi-
crowaves when the door is open.
[0005] However, although a microwave oven is provid-
ed with a seal structure that is capable of preventing mi-
crowaves generated by a magnetron from leaking out of
a cooking chamber, there are persons who have fears
that the microwaves may escape from the cooking cham-
ber. Some persons avoid using the microwave ovens for
fear of microwaves.
[0006] In conventional microwave ovens, a lamp 7 is
automatically turned on to illuminate the cooking cham-
ber 4 when the door 3 is opened and turned off when the
door 3 is closed. Accordingly, if the door is left open, the
lamp 7 is unnecessarily kept on, thereby wasting electric
power.
[0007] United Kingdom Patent Application GB
2,313,924A describes a control system for a domestic
appliance requiring human intervention during an oper-
ating cycle. The system uses a voice synthesizer to alert
a user to the need for intervention when the user is de-
tected in the proximity of the appliance.
[0008] Japanese Patent Application JP 6-300,280A
describes a system for controlling the demonstration
mode of a microwave oven, in which the demonstration
mode may be entered on detection of a user in the prox-
imity of the appliance for a predetermined period of time.
[0009] United States Patent US 6,087,643 describes

a method of controlling the cavity lamp of a microwave
oven in accordance with whether the microwave door is
open, and whether a cooking cancellation key has been
pressed during a cooking operation.
[0010] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a microwave oven according to
claim 1.
[0011] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided a method of controlling a mi-
crowave according to claim 10.
[0012] Optional features are as set out in the depend-
ent claims.
[0013] An embodiment of the present invention will
now be described, by way of example, with reference to
Figures 1 to 4 of the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure a is a perspective view showing a microwave
oven in accordance with the present invention;
Figure 1b is a horizontal sectional view showing the
construction and operation of the body detecting
sensor of the microwave oven of Figure 1a;
Figure 2 is a view showing the sensing area of the
body detecting sensor;
Figure 3 is a block diagram of the microwave oven
of Figure 1a;
Figure 4 is a flowchart showing a method for control-
ling the microwave oven of Figure 1a in accordance
with the present invention; and
Figure 5 is a perspective view of a conventional mi-
crowave oven.

[0014] The microwave oven of the present invention
comprises the same component elements as a conven-
tional microwave oven illustrated in Figure 5 and, addi-
tionally, a body detecting sensor 13.
[0015] As shown in Figure 1a, the body detecting sen-
sor 13 is formed in a control panel 12 at the front of a
microwave oven according to the present invention. The
body detecting sensor 13 detects the presence of a user
when a user approaches the microwave oven to open or
close the door 11 of the microwave oven or to input cook-
ing information, such as a cooking type and a cooking
time period.
[0016] The body detecting sensor 13, as shown in Fig-
ure 1b, is comprised of a light emitting element 14a for
emitting infrared rays in a forward direction from the ov-
en’s body 10, a light receiving element 14b for receiving
infrared rays reflected from a human body "A", and a
lenses 15a, 15b positioned in front of the light emitting
and receiving elements 14a, 14b to guide infrared rays
along a desired path. The lenses 15a, 15b consists of a
wide-angle lens 15a for widely diffusing infrared rays over
a sensing area, and a condensing lens 15b for focusing
infrared rays onto the light receiving element 14b.
[0017] The body detecting sensor 13 is mounted on
the oven body 10 at a position such that it covers a desired
sensing area, i.e. the region where is user will stand in
order to operate the oven. Referring to Figure 2, the body
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detecting sensor 13 is preferably located at a position
where the body detecting sensor 13 detects a user en-
tering the desired sensing area extending over a certain
area in front of the oven body 10.
[0018] Referring to Figure 3, the microwave oven in-
cludes the body detecting sensor 13 which is connected
to the input terminal of a microprocessor 40, a key input
unit 20, a door open/closed sensing unit 30, a magnetron
operating unit 50 connected to an output terminal of the
microprocessor 40, and a lamp operating unit 60 con-
nected to an output terminal of the microprocessor 40.
[0019] The body detecting sensor 13 is comprised of
the light emitting element 14a for radiating high-frequen-
cy modulated infrared rays throughout the sensing area
through the wide-angle lens 15a, the light receiving ele-
ment 14b for receiving infrared rays reflected by a human
body "A" and focused by the condensing lens 15b, and
a signal processing unit 16 for high-pass filtering and
amplifying infrared signals received through the light re-
ceiving element 14b. In detail, the signal processing unit
16 filters and amplifies the high frequency components
of the output of the light receiving element 14b and out-
puts them to the microprocessor 40 so as to detect the
high frequency components of the infrared rays deflected
from the human body, since ambient rays having a con-
stant luminous intensity correspond to low frequency
components.
[0020] The key input unit 20 is provided with a plurality
of function keys for allowing a user to input cooking in-
formation such as a cooking type and a cooking time,
and outputs a key signal corresponding to the key ma-
nipulated by the user to a microprocessor 40. The micro-
processor 40 receives cooking information correspond-
ing to the key signals, and controls the cooking operation
corresponding to the received cooking information.
[0021] The door open/closed sensing unit 30 outputs
a door open/closed signal generated by a microswitch
(not shown) according to whether the door 3 is open or
closed, and the microprocessor 40 recognizes the open-
ing and closing of the door 11 according to the door open/
closed signals.
[0022] The magnetron operating unit 50 generates mi-
crowaves and stops the generation of microwaves by
disconnecting the magnetron from its power source ac-
cording to a control signal from the microprocessor 40.
[0023] The lamp operating unit 60 turns the lamp on
and off according to a control signal from the microproc-
essor 40.
[0024] When a user approaches the oven body 10 and
opens the door 11 so as to put food into the microwave
oven, the microprocessor 40 recognizes the approach of
the user by means of the body detecting sensor 13 and
the opening of the door 11 by means of the door open/
closed sensing unit 30, and outputs a control signal to
the lamp operating unit 60 to turn on the lamp. Meanwhile,
when the user retreats from the oven body 10 or closes
the door 11, the microprocessor 40 recognizes the retreat
of the user by means of the body detecting sensor 13 or

the closing of door 11 by means of the door open/closed
sensing unit 30, and outputs a control signal to the lamp
operating unit 60 to turn off the lamp. Accordingly, the
lamp is turned on when a user is present in the sensing
area and turned off when the user retreats from the sens-
ing area, so the cooking chamber is illuminated for the
necessary time period only.
[0025] When a user approaches the oven body 10 and
opens the door 11 so as to take food out from the micro-
wave oven, the microprocessor 40 controls the lamp to
be turned on only while the user is present in the sensing
area. As in the case where food is put into the microwave
oven, the microprocessor 40 controls the lamp to be
turned on when a user is present in the sensing area and
to be turned off when the user retreats from the sensing
area, so the cooking chamber is illuminated for the nec-
essary time period only.
[0026] In the meantime, when a user inputs cooking
information, such as a cooking type and a cooking time
period, after putting food into the oven body 10 and clos-
ing the door 11, a cooking start signal is inputted to the
microprocessor 40. In this case, if the user is not present
in the sensing area, that is, the user having completed
the input of the cooking information retreats from the
sensing area, the microprocessor 40 outputs a control
signal to the magnetron operating unit 50 to cook food
by generating microwaves.
[0027] When a user approaches the oven body 10
while the magnetron is operated, the microprocessor 40
recognizes the entrance of the user to the sensing area
by means of the body detecting sensor 13, and outputs
a control signal to the magnetron operating unit 50 to
stop the magnetron, thereby stopping the generation of
microwaves. Thereafter, when the user retreats from the
sensing area, the microprocessor 40 outputs a control
signal to the magnetron operating unit 50 to re-start mag-
netron, thereby resuming the generation of microwaves.
As described above, the operation in which the genera-
tion of high frequency waves is selectively stopped and
resumed according to the approach to the sensing area
and retreat of the user from the sensing area can be
performed until the cooking operation of food is complet-
ed, so a user’s fear of the leakage of high frequency
waves can be eliminated.
[0028] Hereinafter, a method of controlling the micro-
wave oven is described with reference to Figure 4.
[0029] First of all, when electric power is applied to the
microwave oven through an electric plug (S10), the body
detecting sensor 13 is activated (S20), so infrared rays
are emitted from the light emitting element 14a to the
sensing area situated in front of the oven body 10.
[0030] Subsequently, the microprocessor 40 performs
a first operating mode in which the lamp is turned on
while the door 11 is opened and the user is present in
the sensing area (S30). In more detail, the microproces-
sor 40 determines whether the door 11 is opened accord-
ing to a door opening/closing signal from the door open-
ing/closing detecting sensor 30 (S31). If the door 11 is
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opened, it is determined whether the user is present in
the sensing area (S32). If the user is present in the sens-
ing area, the microprocessor 40 outputs a control signal
to the lamp operating unit 60 to turn on the lamp (S33).
If the user is not present in the sensing area, the micro-
processor 40 regards the lamp as being abandoned and
outputs a control signal to the lamp operating unit 60 to
turn off the lamp (S34) and the procedure returns to step
S32 to keep the lamp turned off until a user approaches
the oven body 10 (S32).
[0031] When the cooking information has been input
at step S30 and the cooking start signal is input, the mi-
croprocessor 40 performs a second operation mode in
which the magnetron is operated to generate microwaves
and, thereby, cook food only when a user retreats from
the sensing area (S40).
[0032] In more detail, when the lamp is turned on at
step S33, it is determined whether the cooking start signal
has been input from the key input unit 20 (S41). This is
because the cooking start signal is input after a user clos-
es the door, puts food into the oven body 10, and inputs
cooking information including a cooking type and a cook-
ing time period. If the cooking start signal is not input, the
microprocessor 40 regards food as being not having put
into the oven body 10 and, therefore, the procedure re-
turns to the step 31.
[0033] If the cooking start signal is input, that is, the
input of cooking information is completed while the door
11 is closed, the microprocessor 40 determines whether
a user is present in the sensing area using the body de-
tecting sensor 13 (S42). If a user is present in the sensing
area, the microprocessor 13 remains on standby. If a
user is not present in the sensing area, the microproces-
sor 40 outputs a control signal to the magnetron operating
unit 50. As a result, operating power is applied to the
magnetron, the magnetron generates microwaves, and
a cooking operation is performed (S43).
[0034] While the microwave oven performs the cook-
ing operation, it is determined whether a user is present
in the sensing area using the body detecting sensor 13
(S44). If a user is not present in the sensing area, that
is, a user has not approached the oven body 10, the
procedure returns to step S43 to keep the magnetron
operating. If a user is present in the sensing area, that
is, a user has not approached the oven body 10, the
microprocessor 40 outputs a control signal to the magn-
etron operating unit 50 to stop the operation of the mag-
netron, thereby stopping the generation of microwaves
(S45).
[0035] Subsequently, the microprocessor 40 deter-
mines whether the cooking time period set at the cooking
information inputting step has expired (S46). If the cook-
ing time period is not expired, the procedure returns to
step S42 so as to resume the cooking operation by re-
starting the magnetron after the user retreats from the
microwave oven 10.
[0036] If the cooking time period has expired, there is
performed a third operation mode S50 in which the lamp

is turned on only when a user enters the sensing area to
take cooked food out from the microwave oven. That is,
like the first operation mode S30, the lamp is turned on
only when the door is opened and a user is present in
the sensing area (S51, S52 and S53).
[0037] If the door is closed, the microprocessor 40 is
on standby. Even if the door is opened, the lamp is turned
off if the user retreats from the sensing area (S51, S52
and S54).
[0038] As described above, the present invention pro-
vides a microwave oven and method for controlling the
same, which is capable of performing its cooking opera-
tion while a user is not present in a sensing area, thereby
eliminating a user’s fear of the leakage of high frequency
waves.
[0039] Additionally, the present invention provides a
microwave oven and method for controlling the same,
which is capable of turning on its lamp while a user is
present in a sensing area, thereby preventing electric
power from being wasted by a user’s carelessness.

Claims

1. A microwave oven including:

an oven body (10);
a microwave generator, provided in the oven
body (10);
sensing means (13) for sensing the presence of
a user (A) in a sensing area in front of the oven
body (10); and
control means (40) for controlling the microwave
generator; characterized in that the control
means (40) is arranged to interrupt the operation
of the microwave generator in the presence of
a user (A) in the sensing area.

2. A microwave oven according to claim 1, wherein said
sensing means (13) is a non-contact optical sensor
for detecting the presence of a user (A) without con-
tact with the user (A).

3. A microwave oven according to claim 2, wherein the
sensing means (13) comprises a transmitter (14a)
for transmitting infrared signals, and a receiver (14b)
for receiving infrared signals reflected by a user (A)
in the sensing area.

4. A microwave oven according to claim 3, further com-
prising a signal processing unit (16) for high-pass-
filtering and amplifying infrared signals entering the
infrared receiver (14b).

5. A microwave oven according to claims 3 or 4, further
comprising a light guide member for diffusing trans-
mitted infrared rays over the sensing area and con-
densing reflected infrared rays.
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6. A microwave oven according to claim 5, wherein said
light guide member consists of a wide-angle lens
(15a) positioned in front of the transmitter (14a) and
a condensing lens (15b) positioned in front of the
receiver (14b).

7. A microwave oven according to any preceding claim,
wherein said sensing means (13) is mounted on the
oven body (10).

8. A microwave oven according to any preceding claim,
further comprising:

a cooking chamber (4) in the oven body (10);
a cooking chamber door (11);
a lamp for illuminating the cooking chamber (4);
and
means (30) for sensing whether the door (11) is
open or closed, wherein the control means (40)
is further arranged to selectively turn the lamp
on or off according to the presence of a user (A)
in the sensing area while the door (11) is open.

9. A microwave oven according to claims 1 to 7, further
comprising:

a cooking chamber (4) in the oven body (10);
a cooking chamber door (11);
a lamp for illuminating the cooking chamber (4);
and
means (30) for sensing whether the door (11) is
open or closed, wherein the control means (40)
is further arranged to selectively turn the lamp
on or off according to the presence of a user (A)
in the sensing area while the door (11) is closed.

10. A method for controlling a microwave oven of a type
suitable for being used to heat and cook food using
microwaves generated by a magnetron provided in
an oven body (10), the method comprising:

a) controlling the operation of a lamp in a first
operation of putting food into the oven body;
b) controlling the operation of the magnetron in
a second operation of performing a cooking op-
eration for a predetermined cooking time period;
and
c) controlling the operation of the lamp in a third
operation of taking out food from the oven body;

characterised in that the operation of the magne-
tron and the lamp is dependent upon the presence
of a user (A) sensed in a sensing area extending in
front of the oven body (10) from a sensing means
(13).

11. A method according to claim 10, wherein said first
and third operations each comprise the steps of:

turning on the lamp if a user (A) is present in the
sensing area; and
turning off the lamp if a user (A) is not present
in the sensing area.

12. A method according to claim 11, wherein said sec-
ond operation mode comprises the steps of:

starting the magnetron if a user (A) is not present
in the sensing area;
stopping the magnetron if a user (A) is present
in the sensing area; and
resuming the operation of the magnetron if a us-
er (A) is not present in the sensing area before
the cooking time period is terminated.

Patentansprüche

1. Mikrowellenofen, aufweisend:

einen Ofenkörper (10);
einen Mikrowellengenerator, der in dem Ofen-
körper (10) bereitgestellt ist;
Abtastmittel (13) zum Abtasten der Anwesen-
heit eines Benutzers (A) in einem Abtastbereich
vor dem Ofenkörper (10); und
Steuerungsmittel (40) zum Steuern des Mikro-
wellengenerators; dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass das Steuerungsmittel (40) dazu ausgelegt
ist, den Betrieb des Mikrowellengenerators bei
Anwesenheit eines Benutzers (A) in dem Ab-
tastbereich zu unterbrechen.

2. Mikrowellenofen nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Ab-
tastmittel (12) ein kontaktloser optischer Sensor zum
Erfassen der Anwesenheit eines Benutzers (A) ohne
Berührung mit dem Benutzer (A) ist.

3. Mikrowellenofen nach Anspruch 2, wobei das Ab-
tastmittel (13) umfasst: einen Sender (14a) zum Sen-
den von Infrarotsignalen und einen Empfänger (14b)
zum Empfangen von Infrarotsignalen, die durch ei-
nen Benutzer (A) in dem Abtastbereich reflektiert
werden.

4. Mikrowellenofen nach Anspruch 3, ferner umfas-
send: eine Signalverarbeitungseinheit (16) zur
Hochpassfilterung und zur Verstärkung von Infrarot-
signalen, die in den Infrarotempfänger (14b) eintre-
ten.

5. Mikrowellenofen nach Anspruch 3 oder 4, ferner um-
fassend: ein Lichtführungselement zum Streuen ge-
sendeter Infrarotstrahlen über den Abtastbereich
und zum Verdichten von reflektierten Infrarotstrah-
len.
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6. Mikrowellenofen nach Anspruch 5, wobei das Licht-
führungselement aus einer Weitwinkellinse (15a),
die vor dem Sender (14a) angeordnet ist, und einer
Verdichtungslinse (15b) besteht, die vor dem Emp-
fänger (14b) angeordnet ist.

7. Mikrowellenofen nach einem der vorhergehenden
Ansprüche, wobei das Abtastmittel (13) auf dem
Ofenkörper (10) angebracht ist.

8. Mikrowellenofen nach einem der vorhergehenden
Ansprüche, ferner umfassend:

eine Kochkammer (4) in dem Ofenkörper (10);
eine Kochkammertür (11);
eine Lampe zum Beleuchten der Kochkammer
(4); und
Mittel (30) zum Abtasten, ob die Tür (11) geöff-
net oder geschlossen ist, wobei das Steue-
rungsmittel (40) ferner dazu ausgelegt ist, die
Lampe wahlweise gemäß der Anwesenheit ei-
nes Benutzers (A) in dem Abtastbereich an-
oder auszuschalten, während die Tür (11) ge-
öffnet ist.

9. Mikrowellenofen nach den Ansprüchen 1 bis 7, fer-
ner umfassend:

eine Kochkammer (4) in dem Ofenkörper (10);
eine Kochkammertür (11);
eine Lampe zum Beleuchten der Kochkammer
(4); und
Mittel (30) zum Abtasten, ob die Tür (11) geöff-
net oder geschlossen ist, wobei das Steue-
rungsmittel (40) ferner dazu ausgelegt ist, die
Lampe wahlweise gemäß der Anwesenheit ei-
nes Benutzers (A) in dem Abtastbereich an-
oder auszuschalten, während die Tür (11) ge-
schlossen ist.

10. Verfahren zum Steuern eines Mikrowellenofens von
einem Typ, der geeignet ist, zum Erhitzen und zum
Kochen von Essen unter Verwendung von Mikrowel-
len verwendet zu werden, die durch ein in einem
Ofenkörper (10) bereitgestellten Magnetron erzeugt
werden, wobei das Verfahren umfasst:

a) Steuern des Betriebs einer Lampe in einem
ersten Vorgang des Einlegens von Essen in den
Ofenkörper;
b) Steuern des Betriebs des Magnetrons in ei-
nem zweiten Vorgang des Ausführens eines
Kochvorgangs für ein vorbestimmtes Kochzeit-
intervall; und
c) Steuern des Betriebs der Lampe in einem drit-
ten Vorgang des Herausnehmens von Essen
aus dem Ofenkörper;

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der Betrieb des
Magnetrons und der Lampe von der Anwesenheit
eines Benutzers (A) abhängig ist, die in einem Ab-
tastbereich, der sich vor dem Ofenkörper (10) er-
streckt, von einem Abtastmittel (13) abgetastet wird.

11. Verfahren nach Anspruch 10, wobei der erste und
der dritte Vorgang jeweils die Schritte umfassen:

Anschalten der Lampe, wenn ein Benutzer (A)
in dem Abtastbereich anwesend ist; und
Ausschalten der Lampe, wenn kein Benutzer (A)
in dem Abtastbereich anwesend ist.

12. Verfahren nach Anspruch 11, wobei der zweite Vor-
gangsmodus die Schritte umfasst:

Starten des Magnetrons, wenn kein Benutzer
(A) in dem Abtastbereich anwesend ist;
Stoppen des Magnetrons, wenn ein Benutzer
(A) in dem Abtastbereich anwesend ist; und
Fortsetzen des Betriebs des Magnetrons, wenn
kein Benutzer (A) in dem Abtastbereich anwe-
send ist, bevor das Kochzeitintervall beendet ist.

Revendications

1. Four à microondes comprenant :

une carcasse (10) de four ;
un générateur de microondes, situé dans la car-
casse (10) du four ;
un moyen de détection (13) destiné à détecter
la présence d’un utilisateur (A) dans une zone
de détection devant la carcasse (10) du four ; et
un moyen de commande (40) destiné à com-
mander le générateur de microondes ; caracté-
risé en ce que le moyen de commande (40) est
agencé pour interrompre le fonctionnement du
générateur de microondes en présence d’un uti-
lisateur (A) dans la zone de détection.

2. Four à microondes selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel ledit moyen de détection (13) est un capteur
optique sans contact destiné à détecter la présence
d’un utilisateur (A) sans contact avec l’utilisateur (A).

3. Four à microondes selon la revendication 2, dans
lequel le moyen de détection (13) comporte un émet-
teur (14a) destiné à émettre des signaux infrarouges,
et un récepteur (14b) destiné à recevoir des signaux
infrarouges réfléchis par un utilisateur (A) dans la
zone de détection.

4. Four à microondes selon la revendication 3, com-
portant en outre une unité (16) de traitement de si-
gnaux destinée à soumettre à un filtrage passe-haut
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et à une amplification des signaux infrarouges arri-
vant au récepteur d’infrarouges (14b).

5. Four à microondes selon la revendication 3 ou 4,
comportant en outre un élément de guidage de lu-
mière destiné à diffuser des rayons infrarouges
transmis sur la zone de détection et à condenser des
rayons infrarouges réfléchis.

6. Four à microondes selon la revendication 5, dans
lequel ledit élément de guidage de lumière consiste
en une lentille (15a) à grand angle positionnée en
avant de l’émetteur (14a) et en une lentille (15b) de
condensation positionnée en avant du récepteur
(14b).

7. Four à microondes selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel ledit moyen
de détection (13) est monté sur la carcasse (10) du
four.

8. Four à microondes selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, comportant en outre :

une chambre de cuisson (4) dans la carcasse
(10) du four ;
une porte (11) de chambre de cuisson ;
une lampe destinée à éclairer la chambre (4) de
cuisson ; et
un moyen (30) destiné à détecter si la porte (11)
est ouverte ou fermée, dans lequel le moyen de
commande (40) est en outre agencé pour allu-
mer ou éteindre sélectivement la lampe en fonc-
tion de la présence d’un utilisateur (A) dans la
zone de détection alors que la porte (11) est
ouverte.

9. Four à microondes selon les revendications 1 à 7,
comportant en outre :

une chambre de cuisson (4) dans la carcasse
(10) du four ;
une porte (11) de chambre de cuisson ;
une lampe destinée à éclairer la chambre de
cuisson (4) ; et
un moyen (30) destiné à détecter si la porte (11)
est ouverte ou fermée, dans lequel le moyen de
commande (40) est en outre agencé pour allu-
mer ou éteindre sélectivement la lampe en fonc-
tion de la présence d’un utilisateur (A) dans la
zone de détection alors que la porte (11) est
fermée.

10. Procédé pour commander un four à microondes d’un
type apte à être utilisé pour chauffer et cuire des
aliments en utilisant des microondes générées par
un magnétron placé dans une carcasse (10) du four,
le procédé comprenant :

a) la commande du fonctionnement d’une lampe
en une première opération pour l’introduction
d’aliments dans la carcasse du four ;
b) la commande du fonctionnement du magné-
tron en une deuxième opération consistant à
exécuter une opération de cuisson pendant une
période de temps de cuisson prédéterminée ; et
c) la commande du fonctionnement de la lampe
en une troisième opération pour sortir les ali-
ments de la carcasse du four ;

caractérisé en ce que le fonctionnement du ma-
gnétron et de la lampe dépend de la présence d’un
utilisateur (A) détecté dans une zone de détection
s’étendant en avant de la carcasse (10) du four à
partir d’un moyen de détection (13).

11. Procédé selon la revendication 10, dans lequel les-
dites première et troisième opérations comprennent
chacune les étapes qui consistent :

à allumer la lampe si un utilisateur (A) est pré-
sent dans la zone de détection ; et
à éteindre la lampe si un utilisateur (A) n’est pas
présent dans la zone de détection.

12. Procédé selon la revendications 11, dans lequel ledit
deuxième mode d’opération comprend les étapes
qui consistent :

à mettre en marche le magnétron si un utilisateur
(A) n’est pas présent dans la zone de détection ;
à arrêter le magnétron si un utilisateur (A) est
présent dans la zone de détection ; et
à reprendre le fonctionnement du magnétron si
un utilisateur (A) n’est pas présent dans la zone
de détection avant que la période de temps de
cuisson soit terminée.
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