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Description

[0001] The invention relates to an oil pan module for
internal combustion engines, for example those used for
driving motor vehicles.

[0002] Oil pans used for internal combustion engines
that drive motor vehicles are subject, first of all, to high
sealing requirements that must be satisfied over the en-
tire service life of the oil pan. During their entire service
life, oil pans must resists all anticipated mechanical and
thermal stresses over a wide temperature range. The
operation of the internal combustion engine heats up the
oil pan rapidly from two-digit subfreezing outdoor tem-
peratures to temperatures in the range of about 130°C;
hence, the oil pan must be able to withstand the mechan-
ical strains caused by such heat-up.

[0003] Moreover, oil pans must also possess corrosion
resistance and be resistant to chemical attack by all me-
dia commonly encountered in the motor vehicle field.
This, first of all, means hot motor oil. Motor oil that has
already been used in the internal combustion engine for
an extended length of time can attain a pH of 4.5 which
is in the acidic range. Other corrosive stresses arise from
possible contact with media such as fuel, brake fluid, su-
perheated steam used for engine washing, as well as
salt on the outside of the oil pan. The requirements placed
on the oil pan component can be found in the specifica-
tions supplied by motor vehicle manufacturers. They in-
clude, forexample, a heatresistance of-40°Cto +150°C,
ability to withstand a continuous heat load of 130°C and
resistance to oils, fuels, cold cleaners, salt water and
cooling water. Also required is mechanical resistance to
common engine vibrations taking into account the fas-
tening screws and the fact that the engine is disposed
above the oil pan. The weight of the engine plus the drive
train can reach up to 1700 kg. It is required that the fas-
tening points be constructed of an appropriate plastic ma-
terial and that the sealing element be integrated for cer-
tain uses, for example for use of oil pans in trucks, said
sealing element being required to last 1 million kilometers
assuming simultaneous aging resistance of the construc-
tion material used below the sealing element and the
absence of condensation phenomena. The oil pans of
passenger vehicles must also be resistant to impact
stresses encountered when the vehicle passes over a
curbstone.

[0004] These requirements are met by oil pans made
of sheet metal or die-cast aluminum. Also known are hy-
brid oil pans in which the actual oil pan consists of a
thermoplastic polymer reinforced by metallic or plastic
elements to increase its mechanical strength. Such an
oil pan is known from European Patent EP-0 952 513
A2. In this case, an outer layer of a metallic grid, partic-
ularly one made of light-metallic or plastic elements to
increase its mechanical strength. Such an oil pan is
known from European Patent EP-0 952 513 A2. In this
case, an outer layer of metallic grid, particularly one made
of light-weight metal, or of a plastic with similar strength
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characteristics is combined with a thin-walled shell.
[0005] EP 0872632A1 disclosesanoil panforinternal
combustion engines which is disposed beneath the
crankcase. The oil pan has a double wall consisting of
an inner and an outer shell made of thermoplastic poly-
mer, the outer shell being disposed in the lower part of
the oil pan and ribs being provided between the inner
and the outer shell, said ribs being molded onto the inner
and/or outer shell and their height and separation being
determined by locally prevailing stress conditions. The
inner and outer shell are joined to each other by an ap-
propriate joining method.

[0006] German Patent DE 197 35 445 C2 discloses a
plastic oil pan for engines or gears and which comprises
an integrated suction and/or pressure oil filtration. The
oil filter medium is disposed in the oil pan, and part of the
oil pan forms the bottom of an oil filter housing. The plastic
half-shell forms a cover for the oil filter housing, the oil
filter medium being held between the oil pan and the plas-
tic half-shell.

[0007] DE 196 44 645 A1 discloses an oil pan for an
internal combustion engine in which the oil pan is de-
signed as a multifunction component. Integral with the
oil pan are an oil pump, an oil filter accessible from the
outside, an oil-water heat exchanger, temperature con-
troller, oil dipstick attachment, oil filling tube and possibly
even a crankcase venting valve.

[0008] JP 63289064 A is related to an automobile oil
pan. According to the abstract, an automobile oil pan is
obtained, having excellent properties with regard to heat
resistance, rigidity, toughness, resistance to road anti-
freezer, by molding a mixture of at least two specified
polyamides with an inorganic reinforcement. A polya-
mide is disclosed, such as nylon 6, consisting mainly of
capramide and/or hexamethylene adipamide units,
mixed with 95 - 5 weight % polyamide (such as nylon
12). The molding mixture is obtained by melt-polymeriz-
ing at least one member selected from among a 1 - 12
C aliphatic amino acid, a lactam and an equimolar salt
of a 6 - 12 C aliphatic diamine with a 6 - 12 C aliphatic
dicarboxylic acid.

[0009] JP 62003155 A is related to an oil pan material.
According to this document an oil pan material is dis-
closed having on one side of a long strand fiberglass
reinforced plastic layer 21 afurther short strand fiberglass
reinforced plastic layer 22. On the other side of the layer
21 a high impact resistant plastic layer without containing
glass fiber strands is formed.

[0010] JP 57044633 Adisclosesasoundproof material
of synthetic resin. The obtained material is capable of
providing a soundproof-molded article, which has im-
proved mechanical properties.

[0011] This is achieved by providing a blowing agent,
such as azo, nitroso, sulfonylhydrazide compound, which
is added to a blend in such a way that the magnification
of expansionis 1.1 -1.6 and its amount is 0.1 - 1.0 based
on total weight to injection mold a molded article.
[0012] WO 99/41312 is related to transparent thermo-
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plastic moulding materials on the basis of styrene/diphe-
nylethylene copolymers. This document relates to ther-
moplastic moulding materials containing A) between 5
and 95 weight % of a copolymer of styrene and 1,1-diphe-
nylethene with a diphenylethene content of between 1
and 15 weight % and B) between 5 and 95 weight % of
crystal-clear or impact-resistant polystyrene or polyphe-
nylether and C) between 0 and 90 weight % other addi-
tives, where the sum of A), B) and C) is 100 weight %.
[0013] DE 36 06 052 A1 is related to housing and cov-
ering components of plastic material for vehicle drive
units and internal combusting engines. This document
discloses an oil pan in which wall shaped elements are
arranged to prevent the lubfibrication medium contained
with in the oil pan from unduly swapping during operation
of the vehicle. The oil pan according DE 36 06 052 A1
further is provided with outer stiffening elements provided
on the outside of the oil pan.

[0014] Considering the described prior art, the object
of the invention is to extend the functionality of plastic
engine components used to replace engine components
made of metal.

[0015] According to the invention, this objective is
reached with the features according to the independent
claims. The oil pan module is made out of a thermoplastic
polyamide-based polymer reinforced with fillers, such as
glass fibers and/or mineral matter.

[0016] An oil pan of this type is fabricated by a one-
component or multicomponent injection-molding proc-
ess in which polyamide-based thermoplastic materials
are used.

[0017] The oil pan module can be made of a high-im-
pact polyamide. Depending on requirements placed on
the oil pan module, which are stated, for example, in the
specifications of an automobile manufacturer, the oil pan
module can be reinforced by incorporating into the ther-
moplastic material fillers such as glass fibers or mineral
matter.

[0018] In another embodiment of the invention, a me-
tallic surge sheet in the form of an insert is integrated into
the oil pan module of the invention. The surge sheet can
be connected to the oil pan module by means of appro-
priate fasteners such as screws or snaps, and together
with said module is fastened to the internal combustion
engine beneath the crankcase. To increase the mechan-
ical stability of the oil pan module and to stiffen it, said
module is provided with external ribs injection-molded
ontoit, and onits inside, which holds the lubricant supply,
with longitudinal and transverse dividers. This has a fa-
vorable effect on the mechanical strength and vibration
characteristics of the oil pan module of the invention and
results in more uniform temperature distribution so that
strains in this component induced by nonuniform heating
are prevented.

[0019] Integrated with the oil pan module is an electric
oil pump disposed parallel to an oil-lifting line. By means
of an electric connection provided on the outside of the
oil pan module, said oil pump can be connected with and
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supplied by the electrical system of a motor vehicle (12-
volt network). Besides the electric oil pump, a suction
fitting extends into the oil pan module. Above the floor of
the oil pan module, the suction fitting is closed by a
screen-like insert. Through this insert, the lubricant sup-
ply 7 held in oil pan module 21 is aspirated. The cross-
sectional surface area of the suction fitting can vary,
namely it can decrease continuously in the direction of
the suction side of the oil pump.

[0020] According to the process for fabricating an oil
pan module, said oil pan module can be made of a ther-
moplastic material as an injection-molded part using a
one-component or multicomponent injection-molding
process. An oil pan module fabricated in this manner is
provided with outer and inner reinforcing ribs injection-
molded to it. The oil filter housing, sealing surfaces, re-
inforcing ribs and suction fitting can be integral with the
oil pan module.

[0021] In a preferred process, the oil pan module is
made of PA 6 or PA 667. This thermoplastic material con-
tains glass fibers or mineral matter as fillers. By means
of this material, the mechanical strength of the oil pan
module is increased considerably, making it possible to
meet special customer requirements concerning the
strength of the plastic injection-molded oil pan. Another
suitable thermoplastic material for injection-molding the
oil pan module of the invention is high-impact polyamide.
1PA = polyamide; PA 6 = poly-e-caprolactam; PA 66 =
poly(1,6-hexamethylene adipamide) -Translator

[0022] The invention will now be explained in greater
detail by way of the drawings in which

Fig. 1 is a side view partly broken away to show an
internal combustion engine with oil circulation com-
ponents,

Fig. 2 shows the integration of a surge sheet on a
rib inside the oil pan housing, and

Fig. 3 shows an injection-molded oil pan module with
inner and outer ribs, surge sheet and suction fitting
for an electric oil pump.

[0023] Fig. 1is aside view partly broken away to show
an internal combustion engine, its oil circulation system
being indicated by arrows.

[0024] Internal combustion engine 1 comprises an en-
gine housing 2 sheltering the individual cylinders 3 in
which individual pistons 4 move up and down. The con-
necting rods of pistons 4, which move up and down in
the individual cylinders 3, connect with crankshaft 5
which is bentatrightangles atseveral places. Crankshaft
5 is supported by crankshaft bearings integrated into en-
gine housing 2, said bearings also being tied into lubricant
circulation system 11.

[0025] Enginehousing 2 holds lubricant supply 7 which
is enclosed by oil pan module 21 (cf. Figures 2 and 3).
From here, lubricant supply 7 is aspirated via suction
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fitting 8 and through a lifting line reaches the suction side
of oil pump 9 which is driven by the engine. From the
pressure side of said pump, the lubricant is pumped
through oil filter 12 and arrives in a main oil line 13 for
supplying the crankshaft bearing of crankshaft 5. From
the main oil line 13 branch off several branch lines 14
which supply other engine components with oil. In the
main oil line 13 - viewed in the direction of flow - is pro-
vided a venting valve 15 which is located immediately
behind oil filter 12. From here, main oil line 13 runs along
motor housing 2. In the upper part of internal combustion
engine 1 is represented a camshaft 16 supported on its
two sides by the faces of engine housing 2. Camshaft 16
has its own oil line 18 which is supplied with lubricant
from main oil line 13. Behind camshaft 16 are shown
valve lifters 17 which bring about the gas exchange in
the individual cylinders 3 of internal combustion engine
1. Reference numeral 19 identifies the oil circulation
whereby the lubricating oil returns to oil pan 21 which is
flange-mounted under crankcase 6 (cf. Figures 2 and 3).
[0026] Onthelongside of engine housing 2 is provided
oil dipstick 20 - here indicated only schematically-where-
by it is possible to determine the level of lubricant supply
7 in the oil pan of internal combustion engine 1. QOil dip-
stick 20, which here is indicated only schematically, fits
into a dipstick tube located on oil pan module 21, said
tube forming an injection-molded part integral with oil pan
module 21.

[0027] Fig 2. shows an oil pan module into which is
integrated a surge sheet and which comprises a subdi-
vided inner space and ribs on the outside.

[0028] OQil pan module 21, which is injection-molded
as a one-component or multicomponent plastic part, is
provided on the fastening ridge with several holes 22,
said ridge extending all around. Between the holes is
provided sealing insert 23 with which oil pan module 21
abuts against the underside of crankcase 6 of internal
combustion engine 1. A gasket extending all around is
placed into sealing insert 23 before oil pan module 21 is
screwed onto crankcase 6. Oil pan module 21 is screwed
onto crankcase 6 with individual screws 35 which are
inserted through individual holes 22 and are also en-
closed by sealing insert 23.

[0029] Outside oil pan module 21 are located ribs 24
which, on the one hand, increase the mechanical stability
of oil pan module 21 and, on the other, promote uniform
temperature distribution in oil pan module 21. A uniform
temperature distribution in oil pan model 21 reduces the
build-up of heat-induced strain in said module thus con-
tributing to a reduction in mechanical stress acting upon
oil pan module 21. In the inner space of oil pan module
21 represented here are provided a longitudinal divider
25 and a transverse divider 26. On the one hand, said
dividers contribute to a stiffening of oil pan module 21
and reduce the build-up of vibrations and thus noise de-
velopment by the resonator represented by oil pan 21.
On the other hand, longitudinal and transverse dividers
25 and 26 serve as supporting surfaces for an insert 27
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having the form of a surge sheet. Depending on the con-
figuration of oil pan module 21, said module can contain
one or more transverse dividers 26 and also one or more
longitudinal dividers 25 which are provided with openings
and holes thus allowing the lubricant supply 7 to overflow.
Dependingonitsintended use, insert 27 serving as surge
sheet can have a number of openings for fastening var-
ious built-in parts, said number of openings being adapt-
ed to the degree of integration of oil pan module 21.
[0030] At the lowest point of the ribbed structure of oil
pan module 21 is provided an oil discharge screw 28.
Moreover, integral with oil pan module 21 is an oil filter
housing 29 into which oil filter 12 - accessible from the
underside - can be introduced. The underside of oil filter
housing 29 in oil pan module 21 is closed by a lid 33
containing ring seal 34. On the upper side of oil filter
housing 29 is provided an oil-lifting line through which oil
circulation system 11 on internal combustion engine 1 is
supplied with lubricant. Next to the opening of filter hous-
ing 29 on the floor of oil pan module 21 is integrated
suction fitting 39 through which the lubricant is aspirated,
for example, by an electric or mechanical pump and after
filtration is fed to oil-lifting line 30. Suction fitting 39 can
be conical in shape with the cross-sectional surface area
steadily declining from its aspiration opening above the
floor of oil pan module 21 to a valve 32. In addition to
having a rectangular or square shape, the cross-section-
al configuration of suction fitting 39 can also be molded
to have a round cross section.

[0031] Oil pan module 21 according to Fig. 2 is pref-
erably made of a thermoplastic material, said thermo-
plastic material being oil-resistant. Suitable to this end
are polyamide-based materials which allow the fabrica-
tion of plastic parts of even the most complicated geom-
etry. The mechanical properties of the thermoplastic ma-
terial, whose flowability in the injection mold can be fa-
vorably influenced by preheating and heating said mold,
can be substantially adapted to and tailor-made for the
intended use by the addition of fillers such as, for exam-
ple, glass fiber materials or mineral matter. Particularly
suitable materials are, for example, PA 6 or PA 66 which
have outstanding resistance to lubricants, mechanical
strength and, in particular, long-term performance. It is
also conceivable to fabricate the injection-molded oil pan
module 21 from some other polyamide-based material,
for example from high-impact polyamide.

[0032] Fig. 3 shows the injection-molded plastic oil pan
module 21 with ribs on the inside and outside, a surge
sheet and an integrated suction fitting for an oil pump.
[0033] In this oil pan module 21, fabricated at a higher
degree of integration, there is disposed above suction
fitting 39 an electrically driven oil pump 36 which through
a drive component 37 can be connected with the electric
system of a motor vehicle (12-42 volt). By means of elec-
tric oil pump 36 and through a parallel branch line 31, the
lubricant is pumped through oil filter 12 located in oil filter
housing 29 before the oil filtered in this manner reaches
oil circulation system 11 of internal combustion engine 1
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through oil-lifting line 30.

[0034] At a lower degree of integration, it is possible
to use a mechanically or electrically driven oil pump 36
thatis not integrated with the oil pan housing. In this case,
lubricant circulation system 11 operates through appro-
priate attached lines leading away from oil pan module
21.

[0035] Above the floor of oil pan module 21 is disposed
a suction fitting 39 which onits underside can be provided
with a filter screen 38 or some other filter insert. On the
outside of oil pan module 21, there is provided an injec-
tion-molded surface to which drive component 37 can be
fastened. Surge sheet 27, shown as an example, is pro-
vided with slit-shaped openings and round holes and is
preferably made of the same material as oil pan module
21. Surge sheet or insert 27 - supported by longitudinal
divider 25 and transverse divider 26 - can be fastened to
oil pan module 21 by means of snaps or screws. In this
manner, excessive local fluctuations of the lubricating oil
level in oil pan module 21 can be prevented so that, on
the average, the lubricant supply level is constant over
the entire floor surface of oil pan module 21.

[0036] At the integration level according to Fig. 3, the
longitudinal and transverse dividers 25 and 26 for me-
chanical stiffening, oil filter housing 29, suction fitting 39,
electric oil pump 36 and oil lifting line 30 are integrated
with oil pan module 21. This variant, too, provides an oil
filter housing 29 containing oil filter 12 which is accessible
from the outside.

[0037] Depending on the information provided by the
vehicle manufacturer, the degree of integration of oil pan
module 21 can be individually specified. The mechanical
requirements placed on oil pan module 21 can be mod-
ified through the amount of fillers, such as glass fibers or
mineral matter, incorporated into the thermoplastic ma-
terial and can be adapted to the intended use. The
number of longitudinal and transverse dividers 25, 26 for
stiffening oil pan module 21 can be varied depending on
the intended use. A dipstick tube for determining the level
of lubricant supply in oil pan module 21 can also be in-
jection-molded to the oil pan module 21 of the invention.
Said dipstick tube is not shown in Fig. 3.

[0038] Oilpanmodule 21 can be fabricated by the one-
component or multicomponent injection-molding proc-
ess, whereby the molds are preferably heated, to be able
reliably to produce even the most complicated ge-
ometries. Preferably, several injection points are provid-
ed on the molds to ensure uniform filling.

Listing of Reference Numerals

[0039]

1 Internal combustion engine
2 Engine housing

3 Cylinder

4 Piston

5 Crankshaft
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6 Crankcase

7 Lubricating oil supply
8 Suction filter

9 Driven oil pump

10  Drive shaft

11 Oil circulation system
12 OQilfilter

13 Main oil line for crankshaft bearing
14  Branch line

15  Pressure-venting valve
16  Camshaft.

17  Valve lifter

18  Oil line for camshaft
19  Oil return

20  Oil dipstick

21 Oil pan module

22 Hole
23  Sealinsert
24  Ribs

25  Longitudinal divider
26  Transverse divider

27  Supporting surface

28  Qil discharge screw
29  Qil filter housing

30 Oil-lifting line

31 Parallel branch line

32 Valve
33 Lid

34  Gasket
35 Screw

36  Electric oil pump
37  Drive component
38  Filterinsert

39  Suction fitting

Claims

1. Oil pan module for internal combustion engines (1)
which is fastened to a housing (2) and holds a lubri-
cating oil supply (7) and into which oil pan module
(21) are integrated components (8, 9, 12) of the oll
circulation system, the oil pan module (21) consisting
of a polyamide-based thermoplastic material rein-
forced with glass fibers and/or mineral matter, char-
acterized in that the oil pan module (21) is provided
with internal and external ribs (24) and at least one
longitudinal divider and at least one transverse di-
vider (25, 26), the oil pan module further containing
an integrated electric oil pump (36) disposed in a
parallel branch line (31) running parallel to an oil-
lifting line (30).

2. Oil pan module according to Claim 1, characterized
in that the thermoplastic material is a high-impact

polyamide material.

3. Oil pan module according to Claim 1, characterized
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in that into said module there is integrated a surge
sheet (27) which is connected with the oil pan module
(21) by means of snaps or screws.

Oil pan module according to Claim 1, characterized
in that in the oil pan module (21) there is provided
beneath the integrated oil pump (36) a suction fitting
contained in a filter insert (38).

Process for producing an oil pan module (21) for in-
ternal combustion engines (1) the oil pan module
(21) being made from a polyamide-based thermo-
plastic material by one-component or multi-compo-
nent injection-molding, characterized in that an oil
filter housing (29), sealing surfaces (23, 25), longi-
tudinal and transverse dividers (25, 26), and a suc-
tion fitting (39), and an integrated electric oil pump
(36) disposed in a parallel branch line (31) running
parallel to an oil lifting line (30) are integrated with
said oil pan module (21) upon manufacturing thereof.

Process according to Claim 5, characterized in that
the oil pan module (21) is made of PA 6 or PA 66.

Process according to Claim 5, characterized in that
the thermoplastic material contains a high-impact
polyamide.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Olwanne fir Brennkraftmaschinen (1), die an einem
Gehause (2) befestigt ist und eine Schmierdlbereit-
stellung (7) halt und in die Komponenten (8, 9, 12)
des Olzirkulationssystems integriert sind, wobei die
Olwanne (21) aus einem Polyamidbasierten thermo-
plastischen Material besteht, das mit Glasfasern
und/oder Mineralschiene verstarkt ist, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass die Olwanne (21) mit internen
und externen Rippen (24) und mindestens einer
Langsteilung und mindestens einer Schragteilung
(25, 26) versehen ist, wobei die Olwanne ferner eine
elektrische Olpumpe (36) umfasst, die in einer par-
allelen Abzweigleitung (31) angelegt ist, die parallel
zu einer Olhebeleitung (30) verlauft.

Olwanne nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass das thermoplastische Material ein hoch-
schlagzahes Polyamidmaterial ist.

Olwanne nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass in die Wanne ein Wellenblech (27) inte-
griert ist, das mit der Olwanne (21) mittels Raster
oder Schrauben verbunden ist.

Olwanne nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass in der Olwanne (21) unter der integrierten
Olpumpe (36) eine Absaughalterung bereitgestellt
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ist, die in einem Filtereinsatz (38) enthalten ist.

Prozess zur Herstellung einer Olwanne (21) fiir eine
Brennkraftmaschinen (1), wobei die Olwanne aus ei-
nem polyamidbasierten thermoplastischen Material
durch Einkomponenten- oder Mehrkomponenten-
Spritzgielen hergestellt wird, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass ein Olfiltergehause (29), Versiege-
lungsflachen (23, 25), eine Langs- und Schragtei-
lung (25, 26) und eine Absaughalterung (39) und ei-
ne integrierte elektrische Olpumpe (36), angelegt in
einer parallelen Abzweigleitung (31), die parallel zu
einer Olhebeleitung (30) verlauft, mit der Olwanne
(21) bei deren Herstellung integriert werden.

Prozess nach Anspruch 5, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass die Olwanne (21) aus PA 6 oder PA 66
hergestellt wird.

Prozess nach Anspruch 5, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass das thermoplastische Material ein hoch-
schlagzahes Polyamid enthalt.

Revendications

Module de carter d’huile pour moteurs a combustion
interne (1), qui est fixé sur un boitier (2) et qui sup-
porte une alimentation en huile de lubrification (7),
et dans lequel module de carter d’huile (21) sont in-
tégrés des composants (8, 9, 12) du systéme de cir-
culation d’huile, le module de carter d’huile (21) étant
constitué d’'une matiére thermoplastique a base de
polyamide renforcée de fibres de verre et/ou d’'une
matiére minérale, caractérisé en ce que le module
de carter d’huile (21) est muni de nervures internes
et externes (24) et d’au moins un séparateur longi-
tudinal et d’au moins un séparateur transversal (25,
26), le module de carter d’huile contenant en outre
une pompe a huile électrique intégrée (36) disposée
dans une ligne d’embranchement paralléle (31)
s’étendant parallélement a une ligne de levage d’hui-
le (30).

Module de carter d’huile selon la revendication 1,
caractérisé en ce que la matiere thermoplastique
est une matiere polyamide a impact élevé.

Module de carter d’huile selon la revendication 1,
caractérisé en ce qu’il y a une feuille de montée
subite (27) intégrée dans ledit module, qui est reliée
au module de carter d’huile (21) par l'intermédiaire
d’agrafes ou de vis.

Module de carter d’huile selon la revendication 1,
caractérisé en ce qu’ily a, dans le module de carter
d’huile (21), un raccord d’aspiration contenu dans
un insert formant filtire (38), en dessous de la pompe
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a huile intégrée (36).

Procédé de production d’'un module de carter d’huile
(21) pour moteurs a combustion interne (1), le mo-
dule de carter d’huile (21) étant réalisé a partir d’'une
matiere thermoplastique a base de polyamide en
moulant par injection un composant ou plusieurs
composants, caractérisé en ce qu’un boitier de fil-
tre a huile (29), des surfaces d’étanchéité (23, 25),
des séparateurs longitudinal et transversal (25, 26),
un raccord d’aspiration (39), et une pompe a huile
électrique intégrée (36) disposée dans une ligne
d’embranchement paralléle (31) s’étendant paralle-
lement a une ligne de levage d’huile (30) sont inté-
grés avec ledit module de carter d’huile (21) lors de
sa fabrication.

Procédé selon la revendication 5, caractérisé en
ce que le module de carter d’huile (21) est constitué
de PA 6 ou PA 66.

Procédé selon la revendication 5, caractérisé en
ce que la matiere thermoplastique contient un poly-
amide a impact élevé.
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FIG.2
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