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prises securing means for securing the securing section

(57) A display device for presenting information for

anumber of plants positioned in at least one carrier com-
prises a number of connected display elements. Each
display element comprises a display section for present-
ing information and a securing section which is connect-
ed to the display section. The securing section also com-

to or around the at least one carrier. The securing sec-
tion and the display section may be substantially planar.
Each display section and the associated securing sec-
tion may be connected to one another with an acute an-
gle between their surfaces.
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to a display device for
presenting information for a number of plants which are
positioned in at least one carrier. The invention also re-
lates to the use of a display device for this type. The
invention also relates to a number of plants provided
with a display device of this type and to a display ele-
ment clearly separated from a display device of this
type.

[0002] A push-in card for presenting information of a
plant is known. The push-in card is usually planar and
comprises a first section which may be of any desired
shape and is used to present information and a pointed
section which is pushed into the soil next to the plant.
The display card may be added to a plant, for example
by a grower or market gardener, by being pushed into
a quantity of soil located in a pot which bears the plant.
The display device may comprise information about the
plant, such as the plant name, plant data and informa-
tion on care, an image and/or a trade name or other in-
formation to indicate the grower, distributor or any other
information. It should be noted that in the context of the
present document, the term soil is also to be understood
as meaning any other substrate, such as water-retaining
beads or foam.

[0003] A drawback of a display device of this type is
that it is easily lost when the plant is transported. Since
the plants usually cover a long distance from the grower
to the final purchaser, and many parties may be involved
in the interim, such as an auction, a wholesaler, a haulier
and a florist, and since the plant is usually transported
a large number of times over this period, the risk of the
display device being lost or removed or falling out of the
pot during transportis high. Where transporting the plant
usually involves the use of trolleys which are provided
with wheels, such as Danish trolleys, in which shocks
and vibrations occur during travel over uneven ground,
having an adverse effect on the connection between the
display device and the soil, the risk of the card being lost
before reaching the end user is increased further.
[0004] Itis an object of the invention to provide a dis-
play device which is connected to a plantin a stable way.
[0005] To achieve this object and further objects, the
display device according to the invention is character-
ized by a or a number of connected display elements,
each comprising a display section for information to be
represented on, and a securing section, which is con-
nected to the display section and is provided with secur-
ing means for securing the securing section to or around
the at least one carrier. One advantage is that each dis-
play element is secured in a stable way, since the dis-
play elements are connected to one another and each
of the connected display elements is connected to the
carrier for a plant. The resultis an assembly of a number,
such as a row, of display elements which are not only
easy to produce as a single unit but also, in combination
with a row of plants, offer an extremely attractive and
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decorative appearance. A further advantage is that if
one or more of the number of plants is removed, the dis-
play device is held in place by the remaining plants and
the remaining carrier(s), and the display device is pre-
vented from coming loose, and also that even when one
or more plants have been removed the number of con-
nected display elements continue to form an attractive
and decorative unit, so that the absence of plants, for
example in a presentation for sale, is not considered to
be disruptive factor. By way of example, the plants may
each be positioned in a separate carrier or may be po-
sitioned in a tray comprising preshaped cavities for
plants or separate carriers holding plants to be posi-
tioned in.

[0006] The securing section and the display section
are preferably substantially planar. This makes the dis-
play device easy to produce, for example from a sheet
of board, metal, plastic, wood or other material, and
makes it easy to present information on the display sec-
tions.

[0007] Itis preferable for each display section and the
associated securing section to be connected to one an-
other with an acute angle between their surfaces. It is
thus possible, in a simple way, to produce a display de-
vice with angled display sections, so that it is easy to
present and read the information situated on them. The
securing sections and display sections may be connect-
ed to one another at an acute angle, such as a sharp
corner, but it is also possible for the securing sections
and display sections to be connected to one another
with a gradual transition, such as a curve in the display
element.

[0008] To allow the use of separate and therefore ex-
changeable images, each display section may comprise
fixing means for securing an image. The images may,
for example, comprise a card or an information leaflet.
The fixing means may comprise a folded-over end of the
display section, facing away from the securing section,
so that the image can be clamped or fitted behind the
folded-over end. If the dimensions of the images are se-
lected appropriately, they can then be clamped, by
means of another end facing towards the securing sec-
tion, into a groove which is formed by an acute angle
between the display section and the securing section.
[0009] The connections between the display ele-
ments are preferably detachable, for example by means
of a perforated line, so that separate display elements
can be added for a separate plant, for example when
the plants are each handed over to a different end user.
[0010] In the case of at least 3 connected display el-
ements, it is preferable for a first edge of a first display
element to be connected to an edge of a second, ad-
joining display element and for a second edge, which
lies opposite the first edge, of the first display element
to be connected with an edge of a third display element
which adjoins this edge. One advantage is that the dis-
play elements can be produced extremely easily as a
single unit and the adjacent display elements, for exam-
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ple when they are secured to the front side of a row of
plants, form a decorative and attractive assembly.
[0011] The said edges may be located at the display
section and/or the securing section of each display ele-
ment, depending on the shape, dimensions and the like.
If the edges are located, for example, at the securing
sections and the display section which is connected to
each securing section can be moved to a certain extent
independently of the adjoining display sections, it is eas-
ily possible to remove a plant from the row of plants by,
for example, bending or folding the relevant display sec-
tion away slightly. If the edges are located at the display
sections, positioning and removing plants becomes
easier if the display sections, depending on the materi-
als selected and their shape, allow a certain freedom of
deformation or bending thereof with respect to one an-
other.

[0012] The securing means may comprise a cutout in
the securing section. This results in simple and extreme-
ly stable securing of each securing section of a carrier
of a plant. If the carriers of the plants taper towards the
bottom, for example are frustoconical in shape, the se-
curing sections are held in place by the carriers which
are to be placed into the cutouts in the securing sections,
and if the dimensions of the cutouts are selected to be
such that at least in part they closely surround the ta-
pering carriers, the weight of the carriers and the plants
positioned therein, together with the soil, as a result of
the downwardly tapering shape of the carriers, counter-
acts upwards displacement of the securing sections. If
the carriers with the securing sections which are at least
partially surrounding the carriers are then placed into a
tray, for example, which comprises cutouts surrounding
a section of the tapering carriers which adjoins the un-
derside, the securing sections can in this way be easily
and effectively enclosed between the tray and the car-
riers. Obviously, other securing means, such as one or
more clamps or clips, one or more segments which
closely surround the at least one carrier or other types
of means for securing a securing section to the at least
one carrier are also possible.

[0013] The cutout in the securing section may be
round or slot-shaped, so that simple and stable securing
to, for example, a carrier of a plant, which carrier is, for
example, round in cross section, is simple and the dis-
play device can be fitted and removed by simple oper-
ations. Obviously, the cutout may also have a different
shape. If the shape substantially matches the shape of
a section of a carrier which is at least partially surround-
ed by the cutout, it is in this way possible to produce
stable securing.

[0014] The cutout in the securing section may com-
prise an edge which is provided with elongate, deform-
able fingers which project substantially transversely with
respect to the edge. This results in a clamping action,
since the projecting fingers, which are produced from a
preferably elastically deformable material, bring about
clamping securing to the carrier.
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[0015] At least one of the display elements may be at
least partially transparent, so that also when the display
elements are positioned on a viewing side of the row of
plants the view of the plants is not impeded by the dis-
play elements. The image may comprise an image of a
flowering section of a plant. In this way it is possible,
even when the plants are not yet flowering, to create the
illusion of a flowering unit, since an image on a display
section comprises, for example, flowers, while the re-
maining section of a plant positioned behind it is visible
through a transparent section of the display device.
[0016] Furthermore, the invention comprises the use
of a display device of this type for displaying information
on a number of plants.

[0017] The invention also comprises a number of
plants provided with a display device of this type.
[0018] Further aspects and advantage of the inven-
tion will become clear with reference to the appended
drawings, which show a non-limiting exemplary embod-
iment and in which:

Fig. 1 shows a perspective view of a display device
according to the invention;

Fig. 2 shows a side view, partially in cross section,
of a display element according to the invention; and
Figs. 3a and 3b show a front view and a side view
of another display device according to the invention.

[0019] Inthefigures, identical reference numerals de-
note identical or similar elements.

[0020] Fig. 1 shows adisplay device 1 which compris-
es four display elements 2. In this embodiment, the dis-
play elements are produced from a transparent material,
such as a transparent plastic. The display elements 2
each comprise a display section 3 and a securing sec-
tion 4. The display sections in this case form a surface
for displaying information. The display sections and the
securing sections can be separated from one another
along a perforated line 5, so that if desired the separate
display elements can be detached from one another. To
be secured to a plant which is positioned in a carrier,
such as for example a plant pot or a container, each se-
curing element 4 is provided with a round hole 6, the
diameter of which is selected in such a manner that the
hole 6 closely adjoins a plant pot which is to be used.
[0021] Fig. 2 shows a display element 2 with a display
section 3 which is inclined upwards and a horizontally
positioned securing section 4. The securing section 4
has an opening in which a plant pot 24 holding a plant
25 is positioned. The angle between the display section
3 and the securing section 4 is less than 90°, so that the
display section 3 will adopt an inclined upright position
and it is possible for the display section 3 to be support-
ed against the pot 24 or the plant 25 in order to achieve
a stable position thereof. In this example, the plant pot
24 is positioned in a tray, of which a section 26 is shown.
The tray 26 comprises a row of cavities 27 for plants in
pots to be positioned in, for example the plant 25 in the
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pot 24 which is shown in the drawing. If the distances
between the cavities 27 in the tray 26 correspond to the
distances between the holes 6 in the row of securing
devices 4, the display device 1 can be secured in a sim-
ple and stable way in the row of plants 25 by positioning
apot 24 in each cavity 27 in the tray 26, in such a manner
that the respective securing section 4 is clamped onto
the section of the tray 26 which surrounds the cavity 27
by the plant pot 24. In this way, the display device 1 is
very well protected against loss, since the weight of
each pot 24, the plant 25 positioned therein and the soil
located in the pot 24, on account of the frustoconical
shape of the pot 24, in the position shown in the figure
exerts a downward force on the securing section 4, so
that the display device, given suitably selected dimen-
sions of the pot 24, the cavity 27 in the tray 26 and the
cutout in the securing section 4, is clamped in place.
With the display device 1 which is thus shown, it is pos-
sible to remove a separate plant 25 together with a pot
24 from the row of plants, while the remaining plants 25
in the pots 24 continue to hold the display device 1 in a
stable way.

[0022] Fig. 3a and Fig. 3b show a tray 26 provided
with a number of preshaped cavities 27 in which a
number of plants 25 have been positioned. A display de-
vice 1, of which a number of display elements 2 are
shown in Fig. 3a, is secured to the tray 26, which func-
tions as a carrier for the plants 25. The display elements
2 each comprise a display section 3, which in this ex-
ample is transparent. The display elements 2 also com-
prise a number of securing sections 4 which are shown
in Fig. 3b and are each secured around a cavity 27. For
this purpose, the securing sections 4 may, for example,
each be provided with a cutout of suitably selected di-
mensions, so that the cutouts in the securing sections
4 can be secured around the cavities 27 in the tray 26,
for example by clamping or in some other known way.
The display elements 2 are connected to one another
by means of interconnected securing sections 4. The
tray 26 with the display device 1 secured to it may, for
example, be positioned in such a manner that the dis-
play sections 3 are situated on a viewing side. As shown
in Fig. 3a, the display sections 3 are separate from one
another, and if at least the display sections 3 are pro-
duced from a flexible material, a singe display section 3
can easily be bent out of the way in order for a plant 25
behind it to be removed from the tray 26. When a plant
25 has been removed from the tray 26, an attractive and
decorative unit remains in place on account of the dis-
play sections 3 located in front of the remaining plants
25. Obviously, in the example shown in Fig. 3a and Fig.
3b, it is also possible for separate carriers to be posi-
tioned in each cavity 27 in the tray 26, in each of which
carriers in each case one or, for example in the case of
what are known as bedding plants, more plants 25 are
positioned, or for a plurality of plants to be positioned in
each cavity 27.

[0023] The display sections 3 may each show the
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same image, but it is also possible for each display sec-
tion 3 to show a different image or a number of images
positioned next to one another, or for the display sec-
tions 3 to show a repeating series of a few different im-
ages. In this way it is possible, for example, for each
display section to comprise a plurality of images, for ex-
ample positioned next to one another, which are each
positioned at a plurality of plants positioned in a carrier.
The image on the front side may, for example, show a
picture of the plant or information in the form of picto-
grams, text and the like. It is also possible for this and
other information to be applied to the securing section.
For example, a decorative image of the corresponding
plant (for example in full bloom) may be printed on the
display section, while further information about planting
distance, care and flowering is printed on the securing
section. If the display device 1 is produced from a trans-
parent material, an extremely decorative and extremely
stably secured display device is formed, making it pos-
sible to look at the row of plants through the row of dis-
play sections.

[0024] The display device 1 as shown in Figs. 1, 2 and
3 may also be used separately, i.e. without being se-
cured to a carrier, so that the display device, for example
for decorative or promotional purposes, can be posi-
tioned loosely on, for example, a counter or in a sales-
room if, for example, the plants associated with the dis-
play device have all been sold.

[0025] Itis also possible, if the display device 1 is pro-
duced from a non-transparent material, for example for
an image to be displayed on the front side of the display
section 3 and further information, for example about the
plant, to be displayed on the rear side of each display
section 3.

Furthermore it is possible, for example, to simplify the
fitting of the display device to a tray filled with a row of
plants by providing each of the securing sections 4 not
with a round hole 6 but with a slot, so that the securing
sections 4 can easily be secured around the row of pots
24 positioned in the tray 26 by arranging the slots in the
securing sections around the pots 24. It is also possible
for the display sections of the display devices shown to
extend substantially downwards instead of upwards, so
that a reduction in the readability as a result of the dis-
play sections bending downwards out of a desired po-
sition under the force of gravity is avoided.

[0026] The separate display elements can easily be
broken open or torn off by means of perforations, a cut
edge or some other type of connection in which the el-
ements are only connected to one another over a very
small section.

[0027] Obviously, the display elements and in partic-
ular the display sections may be in all kinds of shapes,
for example with rounded corners, in the shape of a
plant, alogo or the like. Itis also possible for one or more
display sections to comprise openings, so that the as-
sociated plant is provided with sufficient light and/or so
that the view of the plant is increased.
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Claims

10.

1.

Display device for presenting information for a
number of plants which are positioned in at least
one carrier, which display device is characterized
by a or a number of connected display elements,
each comprising a display section for information to
be represented on, and a securing section, which
is connected to the display section and is provided
with securing means for securing the securing sec-
tion to or around the at least one carrier.

Display device according to claim 1, characterized
in that the securing section and the display section
are substantially planar.

Display device according to claim 2, characterized
in that each display section and the associated se-
curing section are connected to one another with an
acute angle between their surfaces.

Display device according to one of the preceding
claims, characterized in that each display device
comprises fixing means for securing an image.

Display device according to claim 4, characterized
in that the fixing means comprise a folded-over end
of the display section which faces away from the
securing section.

Display device according to one of the preceding
claims, characterized in that the connections be-
tween the display elements are detachable.

Display device according to claim 6, characterized
in that the connections comprise a perforated line.

Display device according to one of the preceding
claims, comprising at least 3 connected display el-
ements, a first edge of a first display element being
connected to an edge of a second, adjoining display
element, and a second edge, which lies opposite
the first edge, of the first display element being con-
nected to an edge of a third display element which
adjoins this edge.

Display device according to claim 8, characterized
in that the said edges are located at the display sec-
tion of each display element.

Display device according to claim 8, characterized
in that the said edges are located at the securing
section of each display element.

Display device according to one of the preceding
claims, characterized in that the securing means
comprise a cutout in the securing section.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

12

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Display device according to claim 11, character-
ized in that the cutout in the securing section is
round.

Display device according to claim 11, character-
ized in that the cutoutin the securing section is slot-
shaped.

Display device according to claim 11 or 12, charac-
terized in that the cutout in the securing section
comprises an edge which is provided with elongate,
deformable fingers which project substantially
transversely with respect to the edge.

Display device according to one of the preceding
claims, characterized in that at least one of the dis-
play elements is at least partially transparent.

Display device according to claim 15, character-
ized in that the image comprises an image of a
flowering section of a plant.

Use of a display device according to one of the pre-
ceding claims for displaying information for a
number of plants.

A number of plants provided with a display device
according to one of claims 1-16.

Display element clearly separated from a display
device according to one of claims 6-16.
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