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(54) Table

(57) A table (10) for allowing several people to com-
fortably sit at a sofa or a similar seating system, with
their legs extending comfortably under the table. The ta-
ble has an upper level (12) and a lower level (14) and
comprises seating portions and non-seating portions. At
the seating portions the upper level (12) extends for-
wards while the lower level (14) is recessed rearwards,
so that a person can sit comfortably with their legs ex-

tending under the upper level (12) At the non-seating
portions the lower level (14) extends forward and the
upper level (12) is recessed rearward. The table has a
table front (10F) and a table rear (10R). Seating portions
and non-seating portions are alternated along both the
table front (1OF) and table rear (10R). The table (10) is
made up of a plurality of adjacent sections, wherein
each section is made up of one seating portion and one
non-seating portion.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a multiple util-
ity table, such as a table which can be configured so as
to be useful for a variety of purposes.
[0002] In homes around the world, the most common
type of table found in front of sofas, divans, chairs and
other casual seating is a "coffee table". A standard cof-
fee table is approximately 46cm (eighteen inches) high.
Such a height makes the coffee table ideal as a footrest,
for holding books and magazines, and for holding a va-
riety of other objects while not obscuring the view of peo-
ple seated at the sofa. However, this height makes the
coffee table unsuitable for use when eating, reading, or
working at the sofa or other chair.
[0003] However, since most coffee tables are even
lower than the knees of a person seated at a sofa, the
person must both lean forward and crouch downward in
order to use the coffee tabletop as an eating surface or
a work surface. This position is extremely uncomfortable
and can even lead to back pain and muscle aches over
a period of time.
[0004] As a result, many have proposed devices
which allow one to more easily work or eat at the sofa.
Such devices generally take the form of lap desks and
other devices which are based on the assumption that
the coffee table is too unsuitable to even be adapted to
carry out the desired tasks.
[0005] While these units may be suitable for the par-
ticular purpose employed, or for general use, they would
not be as suitable for the purposes of the present inven-
tion as disclosed hereafter.
[0006] The present invention seeks to provide an im-
proved table.
[0007] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided a table as specified in claim 1.
[0008] The preferred embodiment can provide a table
which is suitable for use in front of a sofa or chair, but
which allows a variety of activities to be carried out
therewith which could not be carried out effectively with
a conventional coffee table.
[0009] The preferred table can allow a person to eat,
work and read at the table while comfortably seated in
the sofa or chair. Accordingly, the table is preferably sit-
uated so that it provides a convenient surface immedi-
ately adjacent to the lap of the user.
[0010] The preferred table can also prevent inadvert-
ent ankle injuries. Accordingly, the table legs are advan-
tageously positioned so that they do not interfere with
the user's legs as the user stands up toward the side of
the table.
[0011] The table is preferably useable from opposite
sides and allow several people to work, eat or read at
the same time. Accordingly, the preferred staggered
configuration of the table in its standard configuration
allows three people to work at the table, wherein each
person is seated comfortably and also has his or her
own expansive workspace.

[0012] Advantageously, the table is configurable in
numerous ways, for accomplishing numerous different
uses.
[0013] To the accomplishment of the above and relat-
ed objects the invention may be embodied in the form
illustrated in the accompanying drawings. Attention is
called to the fact, however, that the drawings are illus-
trative only. In the drawings:

FIG 1 is a diagrammatic perspective view, showing
an embodiment of table;
FIG 2 is a top plan view of the table, showing the
relative positions of various platform segments; and
FIG 3 is an exploded view, showing another embod-
iment of table which employs modular components.

[0014] FIG 1 illustrates a table 10. The table 10 in-
cludes an upper level 12 and a lower level 14, which
each extend in horizontal planes - an upper horizontal
plane and a lower horizontal plane, respectively. Each
of the upper level 12 and lower level 14 includes several
platform segments 16 that respectively extend in the
horizontal planes thereof.
[0015] In the embodiment shown in FIG 1, the table
has three longitudinal sections, including a first section
21, a second section 22, and a middle section 23. The
first section 21 and middle section 23 are adjacent sec-
tions. Also, the second sections 22 and middle section
23 are adjacent sections. Adjacent sections are joined
by table legs 25, which also provide support for the var-
ious platform segments 16. Wheels 26 are located be-
neath the table legs 25 for providing convenient mobility
for the table 10.
[0016] Since the various platform segments 16 which
make up the upper level 12 and lower level 14 are stag-
gered within their respective planes, reference to the top
plan view of FIG 2 is now appropriate for understanding
the positional relationships of these various compo-
nents. In particular, the table 10 has a front 10F and a
rear 10R, which are of course interchangeable but which
are designated herein for the purpose of establishing a
convention for the following discussion. The front 10F
and rear 10R correspond to a front vertical plane 100F,
and a rear vertical plane 100R, respectively. The table
has sides 11 which extend fully between the front 10F
and rear 10R. However, it is important to note that none
of the platform segments 16 extends fully between the
front 10F and rear 10R. Preferably, each platform seg-
ment extends approximately two thirds of the way be-
tween the front 10F and rear 10R and each is biased
against either the front or the rear. Accordingly, the con-
cept of the "sides" 11 is conceptual only, as the sides
are a discontinuous combination of the overlapping plat-
form segments 16 of the upper level 12 and lower level
14, as is apparent from FIG 1.
[0017] The table has seating areas 20 where a person
could sit with a tabletop surface immediately in front of
him/her at a comfortable height for working, eating,
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reading or the like, and space below the tabletop surface
for his/her legs to extend comfortably. Then, with refer-
ence again to FIG 2, people would ordinarily be seated
at the front 10F of the table where the upper level 12 of
the table extends immediately adjacent to the front ver-
tical plane.
Conversely, a person would ordinarily be seated at the
rear 10R of the table where the upper level of the table
extends immediately adjacent to the rear vertical plane.
Accordingly, one seating area 20 is present at the rear
10R and two seating areas 20 are present at the front
10F.
[0018] The table also has several non-seating areas
30 which are equal in number to the seating areas 20
and are in opposite positions therefrom. At the non-seat-
ing areas 30 of the front 10F, the lower level extends to
the substantially the front vertical plane 100F. At the
non-seating areas 30 of the rear 10R, the lower level
extends to the substantially the rear vertical plane 100R.
As seen in FIG 2, the seating areas 20 and non seating
areas 30 are alternated on each of the table front 10F
and table rear 10R, whereas the table front 10F and ta-
ble rear 10R have opposite configurations of alternating
seating 20 and non-seating areas 30.
Accordingly, at the non-seating areas 30, forwardly
staggered platform segments 16 positioned at the lower
level 14 provide a convenient storage space for use by
people seated at adjacent seating areas 20.
[0019] Another way to consider the various platform
segments 16 which make up the upper level and lower
level, is that they are alternatively staggered towards the
front vertical plane and rear vertical plane. This stag-
gered configuration is best accomplished by a careful
arrangement of the legs 25. Each of the legs is either
angled towards the table front (as it extends upwards),
or towards the table rear. In the configuration shown in
FIG 1, the table leg 25 located between the first section
21 and middle section 23, and the table leg 25 located
between the middle section 23 and second section 22
are both angled towards the table rear 10R. conse-
quently, the table legs 25 which adjoin only the first sec-
tion 21 and only the second section 22 are angled to-
wards the table front 10F.
[0020] The table has outer edges 40, each having an
outer edge centre 40C. In following its slant towards the
table front 10F, the legs 25 extend along each of the
outer edge centres 40C at the first section 21 and at sec-
ond section 22.
[0021] This arrangement of the table legs 25 allows
people seated at the seating areas 20 of the first section
21 and second section 22 to get up from the table to-
wards the sides 11 thereof without interference with their
feet, calves or ankles from the table legs 25. According-
ly, banging one's ankles and feet is prevented by this
configuration of the table legs.
[0022] Further, the table legs 25 do not even interfere
with the feet of a person seated at the seating area 20
located in the middle section 23. The person's feet easily

slide under the platform segments of the lower level im-
mediately adjacent this seating area.
[0023] FIG 3 provides an example of another embod-
iment of table, in which the table is constructed in mod-
ular form. From the foregoing discussion, it should be
apparent that the table can be made of arbitrary length,
wherein each seating area has a complementary non-
seating area. In addition, each seating area and non-
seating area is located in a distinct section or portion of
the table. Accordingly, it should be apparent then that
such an arrangement lends itself to modular construc-
tion. FIG 3 provides a workable example of such a mod-
ular construction for the table. Each section has an up-
per panel 50U and a lower panel 50L. The positions of
the upper panel 50U and lower panel 50L are staggered
by attaching the upper panel 50U and lower panel 50L
to a modular leg unit 60. The modular leg units 60 are
mounted between each section and can face in either
direction in furtherance of the principles of preventing
interference with the feet of the users while providing
structural stability. The hole and peg construction shown
in FIG 3 is illustrative only. In practice, sturdier attach-
ment means would be employed. By combining adja-
cent sections with alternate seating and non-seating ar-
eas by alternately staggering the upper panels 50U and
lower panels 50L and alternate positioning of the mod-
ular leg units 60 as shown, a construction similar to that
shown in FIG 1 and FIG 2 can be created. However,
using the modular system, a table having two, four, five
or more portions or sections can also be created with
equal ease.
[0024] It should be understood that the instant discus-
sion focuses on the functional configuration of the table
and not on particular details of the table's construction.
Thus, structural considerations such as brackets and
cross supports are omitted for clarity. In addition, cos-
metic design features are simplified or are varied from
more aesthetic designs for the purposes of understand-
ing the utilitarian features of the present invention. Ac-
cordingly, numerous variations of the table are possible
while adhering to the principles of the present invention.

Claims

1. A table, for use by at least one person, comprising:

a table front and a table rear, wherein a front
vertical plane extends substantially vertically at
the table front and a rear vertical plane extend-
ing substantially vertically at the table rear;
an upper level, extending substantially horizon-
tally;
a lower level, extending substantially horizon-
tally;
at least two seating areas, including at least
one located at the table front and at least one
located at the table rear, at each of said seating
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areas the upper level extends substantially to
one of the front and the rear vertical plane
which is closest to said seating area, and the
lower level thereat is recessed from said verti-
cal plane so that a person could sit at said seat-
ing area with their legs extending beneath the
upper level while the lower level does not inter-
fere with their legs; and
at least two non-seating areas, including at
least one located at the table front and at least
one located at the table rear, at each of said
non-seating areas the lower level extends sub-
stantially to one of the front and the rear vertical
plane which is closest to said non-seating area,
and the upper level thereat is recessed from
said vertical plane.

2. A table as in claim 1, including at least two adjacent
sections, wherein each section has one seating ar-
ea at one of the table front and table rear, and has
one non-seating area at the other of the table front
and table rear.

3. A table as in claim 2, wherein each section compris-
es a platform segment at the upper level and a plat-
form segment at the lower level neither of which ex-
tends fully between the table front, wherein one of
said platform segments is biased towards the table
front and the other of said platform segments is bi-
ased towards the table rear.

4. A table as in claim 3, wherein each section is bor-
dered by a table leg, wherein adjacent sections
share a table leg.

5. A table as in claim 4, wherein the table legs are an-
gled as they extend upwardly in a direction selected
from towards the table front and towards the table
rear.

6. A table as in claim 5, wherein the table has three
adjoining sections, wherein the table front alter-
nates between seating areas and non-seating are-
as and the table rear alternates between seating ar-
eas and non-seating areas, such that the table front
has two seating areas and one non-seating area,
and the table rear has two non-seating areas and
one seating area.

7. A table as in claim 6, including platform sections,
wherein distinct coplanar platform segments pro-
vide the upper level at each of the seating portions,
and distinct coplanar platform segments provide the
lower level at each of the non-seating portions.

8. A table as in claim 7, including a first section, a sec-
ond section and a middle section.

9. A table as in claim 8, wherein the middle section is
located between the first section and second sec-
tion, wherein the first section and second section
have outer edges which do not adjoin the middle
section, and wherein one table leg extends along
each of the outer edges and is angled upwardly to-
wards the table front.

10. A table as in claim 9, wherein each outer edge has
an outer edge centre, and wherein the table legs
extend along the outer edge centre at the lower lev-
el and the outer edge centre at the upper level.
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