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(54) Ventilated stackable folded box

(57) A ventilated container (22) includes a rectan-
gular bottom panel (24) and two end panels (26,28) con-
nected to the bottom panel (24) which extend outwardly
therefrom. There are two side panels (30,32) connected
to the bottom panel (24) which also extend outwardly
therefrom. The side panels (30,32) are connected to ad-
jacent end panels (26,28). Each of the side panels
(30,32) has a longitudinal passageway (36,38) extend-

ing therethrough from one end panel (26) to the other
end panel (28) to permit air to pass from the one end
panel (26) to the other end panel (28). When the con-
tainers (22) are stacked in two adjacent rows, air can
pass through the passageways (36,38) from the first row
to the second row to cool and ventilate contents of the
containers (22). Alternatively the passageway (36,38)
may be in an end panel (26,28).
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Description

[0001] This invention relates to containers typically
used for grapes, other types of produce or products
which require ventilation or cooling.
[0002] Certain types of products, such as grapes, oth-
er types of produce or flowers, require cooling or venti-
lation prior to shipping or during shipping of the product.
For example, grapes may be harvested at relatively high
temperatures of 20° - 30° Celsius. However they would
suffer considerable loss of quality or deterioration if
shipped at that temperature. Consequently, the grapes
may be cooled prior to shipment or during shipment to
maintain the grapes in good condition until they reach
the consumer.
[0003] For example, grapes are frequently shipped in
containers typically made of plastics, wood or corrugat-
ed paperboard. The latter material is highly desirable
from the point of view of recycling the containers. When
the grapes reach the destination point, corrugated con-
tainers can be flattened and sent back to a recycling de-
pot for repulping. However, in the past, corrugated pa-
perboard containers have permitted less than optimal
cooling rates. This may cause a significant bottleneck
at the vineyards or packing houses where the grapes
must be cooled after harvesting before shipment.
[0004] For example, one method of cooling the
grapes is to stack the containers adjacent each other in
a room. Cooling air is forced through the stack of con-
tainers containing grapes by large cooling fans. The
stacked containers must remain in place until the grapes
are cooled to a particular temperature. Grapes often are
harvested rapidly when conditions are right. However
additional containers of grapes cannot be cooled or sub-
sequently shipped until the containers containing
grapes already in the cooling room reach the desired
temperature.
[0005] It has been recognized in the prior art that the
cooling of grapes or other products can be facilitated by
placing openings in the containers so as to promote cir-
culation of the cooling air about the product. For exam-
ple, US-A-4,770, 339 discloses a ventilated, stackable
grape box. The sides and ends of the container have
openings to facilitate venting.
[0006] US-A-5,593,087 discloses a container having
an open top and stacking projections near the corners
at the top which engage corresponding recesses in the
bottoms of similar containers when stacked. Similar
stacking tabs and recesses are employed in US-A-
5,002,224.
[0007] A one-piece grape box is disclosed in US-A-
5,370,303.
[0008] Other ventilated shipping containers are dis-
closed in US-A-4,709,852, US-A-5,458,283, US-A-
5,690,275, US-A-5,947,292 and US-A-5,890,590.
[0009] However, while some prior art containers have
a plurality of openings for ventilation, they do not ensure
sufficient flow of air when the containers are stacked.

For example, the containers may be stacked in an ar-
rangement where adjacent rows have the containers ar-
ranged at right angles to each other. This is often done
so that the containers fit on standard pallets required for
shipment by truck or ship. When this occurs, the con-
tainers of the second row may block openings in the con-
tainers of the first row, which is the row closest to the
source of ventilating air. The result is an inadequate flow
of cooling air through the containers which considerably
slows the cooling rate.
[0010] Accordingly, it is an object of the invention to
provide an improved container for produce or the like
with better ventilation than prior art containers.
[0011] It is another object of the invention to provide
an improved corrugated paperboard container which
can satisfactorily replace wooden containers used for
grapes or other produce.
[0012] It is a further object of the invention to provide
an improved corrugated paperboard container which is
rugged and rigid in construction and economical to pro-
duce and sell.
[0013] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided,a ventilated container comprising
a bottom panel, and first and second panels and panel
means connected to the bottom panel and extending
along respective edges thereof and also extending sub-
stantially vertically therefrom, said panel means having
longitudinal passageway means and comprising a third
panel having a longitudinal passageway extending from
substantially one end of the third panel to substantially
the other end of the third panel to permit air to flow there-
through.
[0014] In a preferred embodiment, the ventilated con-
tainer has a rectangular bottom panel. First and second
panels are connected to the bottom panel and extend
outwardly therefrom. Third and fourth panels are also
connected to the bottom panel and extend outwardly
therefrom. The first and second panels are connected
to the third and fourth panels. The third panel has a lon-
gitudinal passageway extending therethrough from the
first panel to the second panel to permit air to pass from
the first panel to the second panel.
[0015] Preferably, the first and second panels have
apertures aligned with the passageway, whereby the
passageway communicates through the first and sec-
ond panels.
[0016] In one example, the fourth panel has a longi-
tudinal passageway extending therethrough from the
first panel to the second panel and the first and second
panels have apertures aligned with that passageway
whereby that passageway communicates outwardly
through the first and second panels.
[0017] The passageways may be in end panels or in
side panels of the container.
[0018] According to another aspect of the invention,
there is provided, a blank for forming a container, said
blank comprising a central panel for forming a bottom
panel of said container and first and second outer panels
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and outer panel means connected to the central panel
along first and second fold lines and fold line means said
panel means having first section means adjacent to the
central panel, second section means located outwardly
from the first section means and connecting section
means extending between the first section means and
the second section means the connecting section
means being bounded by other fold line means on op-
posite sides thereof and between the connecting section
means and the first section means and the second sec-
tion means, respectively whereby, when the blank is
folded along the fold line means to form said container,
the panel means forms passageway means between
the first section means and the second section means
thereof.
[0019] In a preferred embodiment, the blank has a
central panel. First and second panels are connected to
opposite edges of the central panel along parallel fold
lines. Third and fourth panels are connected to opposite
sides of the central panel along parallel fold lines. Each
of the third and fourth panels has a first section adjacent
to the central panel, a second section located outwardly
therefrom and a connecting section extending between
the first section and the second section. When the blank
is folded along the fold lines of the third and fourth pan-
els, each of the latter panels becomes double-walled
with a passageway between the first section and second
section thereof. The panels with the first and second
sections, may be end panels or side panels in the
formed container.
[0020] According to a further aspect of the invention,
there is provided, apparatus comprising a plurality of
containers, each of said containers having a bottom, first
and second substantially vertical panels and panel
means, longitudinal passageway means extending
through the panel means, the containers being arranged
in a first row and a second row adjacent to the first row,
whereby air passing through the passageway means of
the containers of the first row can enter the containers
of the second row through openings in at least some of
the first and second panels and the panel means.
[0021] In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus is for
assisting cooling of produce and comprises a plurality
of containers. Each container has a bottom panel, and
first, second, third and fourth upright panels, with a lon-
gitudinal air passageway extending through the third
panel from the first panel to the second panel. The con-
tainers are arranged in a first row and a second row
which is adjacent to the first row. The first row is ar-
ranged with the third and fourth panels of the containers
adjacent to each other and the second row is arranged
with the first and second panels of the containers adja-
cent to each other and with third and fourth panels there-
of adjacent to the first or second panels of the containers
of the first row. The third and fourth panels of the con-
tainers of the second row have openings aligned with
the passageways of the containers of the first row,
whereby air passing through the passageways of the

containers of the first row can enter the containers of the
second row through the openings. The passageways
may be in the sides or the ends of the containers.
[0022] According to a still further aspect of the inven-
tion, there is provided a method of folding a paperboard
blank to form a ventilated container, said blank having
a central panel for forming a bottom panel, and first and
second outer panels and outer panel means connected
to the central panel along first and second fold lines and
fold line means, the method comprising folding said out-
er panel means to form passageway means through
said outer panel means.
[0023] A preferred embodiment of the method com-
prises folding a corrugated paperboard blank having a
bottom panel, opposite side panels and opposite end
panels, the side panels and the end panels being con-
nected to the bottom panel. The method comprises fold-
ing at least one of the side panels to form a passageway
therethrough extending between the end panels. Alter-
natively, at least one of the end panels may be folded to
form a passageway extending between the side panels.
[0024] According to a still further aspect of the inven-
tion, there is provided a method of stacking containers
comprising stacking containers so as to provide a plu-
rality of apparatus each as aforesaid stacked one upon
another such that the respective first rows are stacked
one upon another and the respective second rows are
stacked one upon another.
[0025] Advantageously, each container has a bottom
panel and first to fourth upright panels connected to the
bottom panel, the third and fourth panels having longi-
tudinal passageways extending therethrough. The con-
tainers are stacked vertically in a first stack of horizontal
rows and a second stack of horizontal rows, the first
stack having third and fourth panels of the containers
adjacent to each other, the second stack having first and
second panels of the containers adjacent to each other
with the third panels of the containers of the second
stack being adjacent to the second panels of the con-
tainers of the first stack and with the openings in the
third panels of the containers of the second stack being
aligned with the passageways of the containers of the
first stack. Alternatively, the passageways may be in the
first and second panels of the containers and the con-
tainers stacked so that the passageways in the first
stack align with openings in the first and second panels
of the second stack.
[0026] According to a still further aspect of the inven-
tion, there is provided a method for assisting cooling of
produce. The method includes stacking a plurality of
produce containers in first and second stacks. Each
container has a bottom panel, and first to fourth upright
panels connected to the bottom panel, the third and
fourth panels having longitudinal passageways extend-
ing therethrough. The containers are stacked vertically
in a first stack of horizontal rows and a second stack of
horizontal rows, the first stack having third and fourth
panels of the containers adjacent to each other, the sec-
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ond stack having first and second panels of the contain-
ers adjacent to each other with the third and fourth pan-
els of the containers of the second stack being adjacent
to the second panels of the containers of the first stack
and with openings in the third panels of the containers
of the second stack being aligned with the passageways
of the containers of the first stack. Alternatively, the pas-
sageways may be in the first and second panels of the
containers and the containers stacked so that the pas-
sageways in the first stack align with openings in the first
and second panels of the second stack.
[0027] In order that the invention may be clearly and
completely disclosed, reference will now be made, by
way of example, to the accompany drawings in which:-

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an apparatus for
cooling grapes or other produce comprising a plu-
rality of containers according to a first embodiment
of the invention;
Figure 2 is a perspective view of the apparatus of
Figure 1, shown from the opposite side thereof;
Figure 3 is a fragmentary, enlarged end view of two
of the containers thereof;
Figure 4 is an enlarged, fragmentary view showing
portions of four of the containers thereof;
Figure 5 is a plan view of a blank of corrugated pa-
perboard for forming one of the containers of the
apparatus;
Figure 6 is an end view of one of the containers of
the apparatus;
Figure 7 is a plan view thereof;
Figure 8 is a side view thereof;
Figure 9 is a sectional view taken along line 9-9 of
Figure 7;
Figure 10 is a side view of two adjacent stacks of
containers according to Figures 1 to 9, the front
stack being partly broken away to show part of the
stack behind; and
Figure 11 is a plan view of a blank of corrugated
paperboard for forming a container according to a
further embodiment of the invention.

[0028] Referring to the drawings and firstly to Figures
1 to 4, these show an apparatus 20 for assisting the cool-
ing or ventilating of grapes, other produce or other per-
ishable items. The apparatus includes a plurality of iden-
tical containers 22, five of which are shown in Figures 1
and 2. As shown also in Figures 6 to 9, each of the con-
tainers has a rectangular bottom panel 24, a first upright
panel 26, a second upright panel 28, a third upright pan-
el 30 and a fourth upright panel 32. In this example pan-
els 30 and 32 are side panels while panels 26 and 28
are end panels. The upright panels in this example are
perpendicular to the bottom panel but they may extend
at a different angle in other embodiments. The side pan-
els 30 and 32 are connected to the panels 26 and 28 at
corners 29, 31, 33 and 35 of the container as shown for
the right, front container of Figure 1. The container 22

is open-topped though the invention is applicable as well
to containers with tops. In this context, "rectangular" with
reference to the bottom also includes square bottoms.
[0029] Each side panel of this embodiment has a lon-
gitudinal passageway extending therethrough. Side
panel 30 has a passageway 36, while side panel 32 has
a passageway 38. The passageways extend from the
end panel 26 to the end panel 28 to permit air to pass
from the panel 26 to the panel 28 through each side of
the container. In this example each side panel has a pas-
sageway although in alternative embodiments only a
single side panel may have a passageway. The pas-
sageways in this embodiment are triangular as seen in
Figure 9. However, the passageways could be alterna-
tive shapes in other embodiments. Also the passage-
way or passageways may be in one or more end panels
instead of, or in addition to, passageways in one or more
side panels.
[0030] As shown best in Figures 3 and 6, each end
panel has an aperture 42 which is aligned with passage-
way 38 of side panel 32 and an aperture 40 aligned with
the passageway 36. In this manner, the passageways
communicate outwardly through the end panels.
[0031] As shown best in Figure 9, each of the side
panels 30 and 32 includes an inner wall 48 and an outer
wall 50 as shown for side panel 32. These are spaced-
apart to form the passageways 36 and 38. Each of the
side panels has an upper edge 52. The inner wall 48
and the outer wall 50 are spaced-apart adjacent the up-
per edge. There is a connecting wall 54 which connects
the inner wall 48 and the outer wall 50 adjacent to the
upper edge. This connecting wall forms the third side of
the triangular passageways 36 and 38.
[0032] As seen best in Figure 8, each of the side walls
has a pair of apertures 60 and 62 extending through both
the inner wall and the outer wall thereof. In alternative
embodiments there may be fewer or more such aper-
tures. Bottom 24 has a plurality of apertures 66, shown
in Figure 7, which likewise assist in cooling. There are
four such apertures in this embodiment although the
number can vary. Similarly each of the end panels has
an aperture 68 as seen for end panel 28 in Figure 9 and
for end panel 26 in Figure 2.
[0033] The container has an upward projection 70 at
each corner which is L-shaped when seen in plan in Fig-
ure 7. Each of these projections has a pair of sloped
edges 72 and 74 in this example as shown in Figures 6
and 8. There are corresponding, similarly shaped re-
cesses 78 at each corner of each container below each
projection 70. The recesses have similar shapes to the
projections so that the containers lock together when
stacked upon each other. Each of the recesses 78 has
sloped edges 80 and 82, shown in Figures 6 and 8, cor-
responding to sloped edges 72 and 74 of the projections
70. The sloped edges assist in fitting the containers to-
gether when they are stacked one upon the other as
shown in Figure 10.
[0034] Each side of the container has a pair of upward
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projections 86 and 88, shown in Figure 8, which are gen-
erally rectangular in shape with rounded corners. There
are similar shaped recesses 90 and 92 on each side be-
low the projections 86 and 88. These mating projections
and recesses also assist in locking the containers to-
gether when they are stacked one upon the other.
[0035] Figure 10 shows a plurality of containers 22
which are arranged in two stacks 96 and 98, each stack
having in this example three horizontal rows 100, 102
and 104 of containers. The containers of stack 96 are
arranged with sides 30 and 32 of the containers adjacent
to each other and with their ends 26 facing outwardly.
The second stack 98, located behind the first stack 96,
is arranged with ends 26 and 28 of the containers adja-
cent to each other and with sides 30 thereof adjacent to
the ends 28 (not shown in Figure 10) of the containers
of the first row.
[0036] Figure 1 shows three containers of a single row
of stack 96 and two containers of a single row of stack
98. These are shown in Figure 2 from the opposite side.
Ends 26 of the containers of stack 96 face the source of
ventilating air, typically a cooling fan. This air enters
each of the containers 22 in stack 96 through the open-
ing 68 in end panels 28 as indicated by arrows 110. How-
ever, more significantly, cooling air enters passageways
36 and 38 of the sides 30 and 32 through apertures 40
and 42 in each of the end panels 26. This is illustrated
by arrows 114 and 116 in Figure 3. The cooling air pass-
es through the passageways towards the ends 28 of the
containers as illustrated by arrows 120 and 122 in Figure
2.
[0037] As may be seen in Figure 1, each of the side
panels has apertures 60 and 62 positioned so that one
of these apertures aligns with apertures 40 and 42 in the
end panels and accordingly with the passageways 36
and 38 in the side panels of the containers of stack 96.
The apertures 40 and 42 are not seen in Figure 1, but it
may be seen that aperture 62 in the right container 22
is aligned with side panels 30 and 32 of the two right
end containers 22 of stack 96. Thus air passing through
the passageways in the side panels 30 and 32 of these
containers can pass through the aperture 62 as indicat-
ed by arrows 120 in Figure 1. Likewise arrows 122 illus-
trate the flow of air out of aperture 60 in panel 30 of the
left container in stack 98.
[0038] The ventilating air entering the passageways
36 and 38 of the containers of stack 96 is permitted to
enter the containers 22 of the stack through the aper-
tures 60 and 62 as indicated by arrows 130 in Figure 2.
[0039] Figure 5 shows a corrugated paperboard blank
132 for forming each container 22. Each blank has a
rectangular bottom panel 134 which forms the bottom
24 of the container as shown in Figure 6. There are end
panels 136 and 138 which are connected to opposite
ends of the bottom panel along parallel fold lines 140
and 142. In this example the fold lines are formed by
spaced apart slits in the layers of paper of the corrugated
paperboard forming blank 132.

[0040] There are side panels 148 and 150 connected
to opposite sides of the bottom panel along parallel fold
lines 152 and 154. Each of the side panels has a first
section 160, as shown for panel 148, defined by fold line
152 and another fold line 162. A second section 161 is
defined by fold line 164 and outer side edge 166 of the
blank. It may be seen that the first and second sections
of each side panel are spaced apart by a connecting
section 170 located between sections 160 and 161.
When the blank is folded along the fold lines 152, 162
and 164, the first section 160 and the second section
161 of each of the side panels forms outer wall 50 and
inner wall 48 of the side panels of the container as
shown in Figure 9.
[0041] Each of the side panels, for example side panel
150 of Figure 5, has a pair of first end flaps 180 and 182
at opposite ends of the first section 160. These are de-
fined by fold lines 184 and 186 which are parallel to the
fold lines 140 and 142 of the end panels. These flaps
have openings 188 and 190 which form the openings 40
and 42 shown in Figure 3.
[0042] The first section of each side panel has open-
ings 196 and 198 while the second section has aligned
openings 200 and 202. These form openings 60 and 62
in the side panels when the container is folded along the
fold lines to form the container as shown in Figure 8.
[0043] The second section 161 of each of the panels
has second end flaps 210 and 212 which are connected
to the second section along fold lines 214 and 216 which
are parallel to fold lines 184 and 186, but are spaced
inwardly therefrom.
[0044] Each of the end panels has cut-aways 220 and
222, shown for panel 138 in Figure 5, which align with
passageways 36 and 38 when the carton is folded as
shown in Figure 9. These allow air to pass through the
end panels into the passageways.
[0045] When the blank is folded to form the contain-
ers, the flaps 180 and 182 extend along the exterior of
the end panels to strengthen the end walls as shown for
flap 182 in Figure 7. The flaps 210 and 212 extend along
the insides of the end panels to strengthen the end pan-
els as shown for flap 212 in Figure 7.
[0046] The flaps are held in position in this embodi-
ment by hot glue although other adhesives or fasteners
could be employed. Likewise the inner walls 48 of the
side panels, shown in Figure 9, could be held in place
at the bottoms by hot glue although glue or other fas-
tening means is not used in the illustrated embodiment.
Also other means such as adhesives, fasteners, tabs
and slots or friction could be used.
[0047] Figure 11 shows a paperboard blank 300, ac-
cording to an alternative embodiment of the invention,
which is generally similar to the previous one and thus
will be described only in relation to the differences. In
this example, it is end panels 302 and 304 which have
inner and outer sections 306 and 308 with connecting
section 310 therebetween. Thus, when folded up, the
passageways are in the end panels rather than the side
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panels as in the previous embodiment. The end panels
are connected to bottom panel 312 along with side pan-
els 314 and 316. Also there is but a single central, up-
ward projection 320 on each end panel and a single cor-
responding recess 322. The openings 330 in the side
panels are in the form of recesses extending inwardly
from the top edges 332 thereof. Otherwise the structure
is similar to the previous embodiment.

Claims

1. A ventilated container comprising a bottom panel
(24), and first and second panels and panel means
(26-32) connected to the bottom panel (24) and ex-
tending along respective edges thereof and also ex-
tending substantially vertically therefrom, said pan-
el means. (30,32) having longitudinal passageway
means (36,38) and comprising a third panel (30)
having a longitudinal passageway (36) extending
from substantially one end of the third panel (30) to
substantially the other end of the third panel (30) to
permit air to flow therethrough.

2. A container as claimed in claim 1, wherein said lon-
gitudinal passageway means communicates at its
ends, with respective volume-form spaces defined
in the first and second panels (26,28) to permit air
to pass from the first panel (26) to the second panel
(28).

3. A container as claimed in claim 2, wherein the vol-
ume-form spaces are constituted by apertures
(40,42) aligned with the passageway means
(36,38), whereby the passageway means (36,38)
communicates through the first and second panels
(26,28).

4. A container as claimed in any preceding claim,
wherein panel means (30,32) includes inner wall
means (48) and outer wall means (50), the pas-
sageway means (36,38) being bounded by the inner
wall means (48) and the outer wall means (50).

5. A container as claimed in claim 4, wherein said pan-
el means (30,32) has upper edge means (52), the
inner wall means (48) and outer wall means (50) of
the panel means (30,32) being spaced apart at the
upper edge means (52), said panel means (30,32)
having upper connecting wall means (54) extending
between the inner wall means (48) and the outer
wall means (50).

6. A container as claimed in claim 5, wherein the inner
wall means (48) and outer wall means (50) have ap-
ertures (60,62) extending therethrough.

7. A container as claimed in any preceding claim,

wherein the passageway means (36,38) is tubular.

8. A container according to any preceding claim,
wherein said panel means further comprises a
fourth panel (32), and said longitudinal passageway
means (36,38) comprises a longitudinal passage-
way (38) of said fourth panel (32) and extending
from substantially one end of the fourth panel (32)
to substantially the other end thereof to permit air
to flow therethrough.

9. A container as claimed in claim 8, wherein said bot-
tom panel (24) is rectangular.

10. A container as claimed in claim 9, wherein the third
and fourth panels (30,32) are side panels and the
first and second panels (26,28) are end panels.

11. A container as claimed in claim 9, wherein the third
and fourth panels (30,32) are end panels and the
first and second panels (26,28) are side panels.

12. A container as claimed in any one of claims 9 to 11
as appended to claim 6 as appended to claim 3,
wherein the apertures (60,62) extending through
the inner walls (48) and the outer walls (50) of the
third and fourth panels (30,32) are positioned on the
third and fourth panels (30,32) such that, when a
plurality of containers is arranged in a first row hav-
ing a plurality of adjacent said containers aligned
with their third and fourth panels (30,32) in contact
with each other and a second row having a plurality
of adjacent said containers aligned with their first
and second panels (26,28) in contact with each oth-
er, the first row having first or second panels (26,28)
in contact with third or fourth panels (30,32) of the
containers of the second row, the apertures in the
first and second panels (26,28) of the first row align
with the apertures in the third or fourth panels
(30,32) in contact therewith.

13. A blank for forming a container (22), said blank
(132) comprising a central panel for forming a bot-
tom panel (134) of said container (22) and first and
second outer panels (136,138) and outer panel
means (148,150) connected to the central panel
(134) along first and second fold lines (140,142) and
fold line means (152,154) said panel means
(148,150) having first section means (160) adjacent
to the central panel (134), second section means
(161) located outwardly from the first section means
(160) and connecting section means (170) extend-
ing between the first section means (160) and the
second section means (161) the connecting section
means (170) being bounded by other fold line
means (162, 164) on opposite sides thereof and be-
tween the connecting section means (170) and the
first section means (160) and the second section
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means (161), respectively whereby, when the blank
(132) is folded along the fold line means
(140,142,152,154,162,164) to form said container
(22), the panel means (148,150) forms passageway
means (36,38) between the first section means
(160) and the second section means (161) thereof.

14. A blank as claimed in claim 13, wherein the first and
second panels (136,138) have cut-aways (220,222)
positioned to align with the passageway means
(36,38) when the first and second panels (136,138)
and the panel means (148,150) are folded along the
fold line means so that the passageway means
(36,38) communicates through the first and second
panels (136,138).

15. A blank as claimed in claim 14, wherein the panel
means (148,150) has flaps (180,182) at opposite
ends thereof bounded by fold lines (184,186) trans-
verse to the panel means (148,150), said flaps hav-
ing openings (188,190) therein arranged to become
aligned with the passageway means (36,38) and
the cut-aways (220,222) when the first and second
panels (136,138) and the panel means (148,150)
are folded to form the container (22), so that the
passageway means (36,38) communicates with the
cut-aways (220,222).

16. A blank as claimed in claim 15, wherein the open-
ings (184,186) are adjacent to the fold lines
(184,186) of the flaps (180,182).

17. A blank as claimed in claim 15 or 16, wherein the
flaps (180,182) are on the first section means (160),
the second section means (161) having other flaps
(210,212) at opposite ends thereof, the other flaps
(210,212) being connected to the second section
means (161) along other fold lines (214,216) which
are substantially parallel to the fold lines (184,186)
for the first-mentioned flaps (180,182), but spaced
inwardly therefrom.

18. A blank as claimed in any one of claims 13 to 17,
wherein said outer panel means comprises third
and fourth outer panels (148,150), said first section
means (160), said second section means (161) and
said connecting section means (170) comprise re-
spective first sections (160), respective second sec-
tions (161) and respective connecting sections
(170) of said third and fourth panels (148,150).

19. A blank as claimed in claim 18, wherein said central
panel is rectangular.

20. A blank as claimed in claim 19 as appended to claim
14, wherein said third and fourth panels (148,150)
have cut-outs (196) therein which are positioned to
align with said cut-aways (220,222) when a plurality

of said containers (22) are arranged in a first row
with first and second panels (136,138) of adjacent
containers (22) in contact and a plurality of said con-
tainers (22) are arranged in a second row with third
and fourth panels (148,150) of adjacent containers
(22) in contact, the third or fourth panels (148,150)
of the containers (22) of the first row abutting the
first or second panels (136,138) of the containers
(22) of the second row.

21. Apparatus comprising a plurality of containers (22),
each of said containers (22) having a bottom (24),
first and second substantially vertical panels and
panel means (26-32), longitudinal passageway
means (36,38) extending through the panel means
(30,32), the containers (22) being arranged in a first
row and a second row adjacent to the first row,
whereby air passing through the passageway
means (36,38) of the containers (22) of the first row
can enter the containers (22) of the second row
through openings (40,42,60,62) in at least some of
the first and second panels and the panel means
(26-32).

22. Apparatus as claimed in claim 21, wherein the panel
means of each of said containers (22) comprises
third and fourth panels, the first and second panels
(26,28) being parallel to each other and perpendic-
ular to the third and fourth panels (30,32), said pas-
sageway means (36,38) comprising a longitudinal
passageway (36) extending through the third panel
(30) from the first panel (26) to the second panel
(28) and extending through the first and second
panels (26,28), the first row being arranged with the
third and fourth panels (30,32) of adjacent contain-
ers (22) being adjacent to each other and the sec-
ond row being arranged with the first and second
panels (26,28) of adjacent containers (22) being ad-
jacent to each other and with first or second panels
(30,32) thereof being adjacent to the second panels
(28) of the containers (22) of the first row, the third
or fourth panels (30,32) of the containers (22) of the
second row having said openings (40,42,60,62)
aligned with the passageways (36,38) of the con-
tainers (22) of the first row, whereby air passing
through the passageways (36,38) of the containers
of the first row can enter the containers (22) of the
second row through said openings (40,42,60,62).

23. A method of folding a paperboard blank to form a
ventilated container (22), said blank (132) having a
central panel (134) for forming a bottom panel, and
first and second outer panels (136,138) and outer
panel means (148,150) connected to the central
panel (134) along first and second fold lines
(140,142) and fold line means (152,154), the meth-
od comprising folding said outer panel means
(148,150) to form passageway means (36,38)
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through said outer panel means (148,150).

24. A method as claimed in claim 23, wherein said pan-
el means (148,150) is folded to form outer substan-
tially vertical section means (50), inner substantially
vertical section means (48) spaced apart from the
outer section means (50), and top section means
(52) extending between the inner section means
(48)and the outer section means (50).

25. A method as claimed in claim 23 or 24, wherein said
passageway means (36,38) formed from the folded
panel means (148,150) is triangular in cross-sec-
tion.

26. A method as claimed in any one of claims 23 to 25,
wherein said outer panel means (148,150) compris-
es third and fourth outer panels (148,150) and said
passageway means (36,38) comprises a longitudi-
nal passageway (36,38) of said third and fourth out-
er panels (148,150) extending from substantially
one end of each of the third and fourth panels (148,
150) to substantially the other end thereof to permit
air to flow therethrough.

27. A method of stacking containers comprising stack-
ing containers (22) so as to provide a plurality of
apparatus each according to claim 21 or 22 stacked
one upon another such that the respective first rows
are stacked one upon another and the respective
second rows are stacked one upon another.

28. A method as claimed in claim 27 and serving to as-
sist cooling of produce in the containers (22).
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