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(54) Reclosable and returnable carton and blank therefor

(57) A reclosable carton and blank (10) for forming
a reclosable carton comprising a container (14) con-
nected to a flap portion (12), the container comprising
top (24) and base (34) panels interconnected by front

(26) and rear (32) panels and a tear open flap (28) struck
at least in part from the front panel to define an aperture.
The flap portion is foldable from a display position where
it projects upwardly from the container portion into a cov-
ering position where it closes the opening.
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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a carton adapted to
carry one or more articles, for example batteries, and to
a blank for a carton. Particularly, the invention relates to
a carton in which an aperture may be formed and which
is so constructed and arranged as to allow the aperture
to be re-closed by folding of part of the carton.
[0002] There exist a number of inventions relating to
a re-closable carton. US patents 4 201 292, 4 266 671,
and 4 344 533 all relate to a carton involving a flap por-
tion and a container portion, as does US patent 6 050
416. US patent 5 692 834 discloses a package with a
resealing feature and a feature allowing the package to
act as a non pre-paid mailer.
[0003] The problems associated with cartons of this
type are that the articles must be prevented from being
individually removed from a multiple pack whilst, at the
same time, displaying the articles. Furthermore, the pri-
or art does not address the problem of how to gain ac-
cess to the articles contained within a carton whilst of-
fering the possibility of forming a re-closable carton to
contain those or other articles at a later date.
[0004] The present invention and its preferred em-
bodiments seek to overcome or at least mitigate the
problems of the prior art.
[0005] One aspect of the invention provides a reclos-
able carton comprising a container connected to a flap
portion, the container comprising top and base panels
interconnected by front and rear panels and a tear open
flap struck at least in part from the front panel to define
an aperture, the flap portion is foldable from a display
position where it projects upwardly from the container
portion into a covering position where it closes the open-
ing. Optionally, the tear open flap extends into the top
panel.
[0006] A second aspect of the invention provides a re-
closable carton comprising a container connected to a
flap portion, the container comprising top and base pan-
els interconnected by front and rear panels and a tear
open flap struck at least in part from the base panel to
define an aperture, the flap portion is foldable from a
display position where it projects upwardly from the con-
tainer portion into a covering position where it closes the
opening.
[0007] According to an optional feature of either as-
pect of the invention, the flap portion is formed with at
least one intermediate fold line so that the flap portion
may be folded to be disposed along two or more panels
of the container portion. Preferably, the flap portion is
formed with at least two intermediate fold lines so that
the flap portion may be folded to be disposed along three
or more panels of the container portion.
[0008] According to another optional feature of either
aspect of the invention, the flap portion includes means
by which to hang the carton.
[0009] In some embodiments, the flap portion when
in the display position projects from the junction be-

tween the top and rear panels.
[0010] According to a further optional feature of this
aspect of the invention, the tear open flap is foldable
inwardly to be pressed against an article to retain the
article within the container portion.
[0011] According to a still further optional feature of
this aspect of the invention, the container portion com-
prises a series of panels collinear with the flap portion
and a pair of side compartment portions hingedly at-
tached to the rear panel.
[0012] Optionally, the base panel comprises one or
more frangible sections adapted to define an aperture
for the reception of one or more articles.
[0013] Preferably, one of the flap portion and the con-
tainer portion is provided with securing means for fixing
the flap portion to the container portion. More preferably,
the rear panel has a strip of dual side adhesive tape for
fixing the flap portion to the container. In some embod-
iments, that part of the rear panel having the strip of ad-
hesive tape is detachably connected to the rear panel.
[0014] The flap portion may carry mailing indicia and
is foldable from the display position to a mailing position
where it lies along the exterior of the container portion
with the mailing indicia facing outwardly. In those em-
bodiments, with securing means, it is adapted to secure
the flap portion in the mailing position. The mailing indi-
cia may be carried by the rear surface of the flap portion.
[0015] A third aspect of the invention provides a re-
turnable package comprising a closed empty compart-
ment and a tear open feature for defining an opening
through which a returnable article may be inserted into
the compartment and there further comprising covering
means for closing the opening.
[0016] A fourth aspect of the invention provides a re-
turnable carton comprising a delivery compartment for
receiving a new article and a return compartment for re-
ceiving a used article, there further comprising a tear-
open feature for defining an opening through which a
used article may be inserted into the return compart-
ment and covering means for reclosing the opening.
[0017] A fifth aspect of the invention provides a blank
for forming a carton comprising a container portion con-
nected to a flap portion, the container portion comprising
in series a top panel, a front panel, a base panel and a
rear panel and there further comprising a tear open flap
struck at least in part from the front panel to define an
aperture when opened, the flap portion is adapted to be
foldable in a set up carton from a display position where
it projects upwardly from the container portion into a cov-
ering position where it closes the opening. The tear open
flap may extend into the top panel.
[0018] A sixth aspect of the invention provides a blank
for forming a carton comprising a container portion con-
nected to a flap portion, the container portion comprising
in series a top panel, a front panel, a base panel and a
rear panel and there further comprising a tear open flap
struck at least in part from the base panel to define an
aperture when opened, the flap portion is adapted to be
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foldable in a set up carton from a display position where
it projects upwardly from the container portion into a cov-
ering position where it closes the opening.
[0019] Preferably, in the fifth or sixth aspects of the
invention the flap portion is formed with at least one in-
termediate fold line so that the flap portion may be folded
to be disposed along two or more panels of the container
portion. More preferably, the flap portion is formed with
at least two intermediate fold lines so that the flap portion
may be folded to be disposed along three or more pan-
els of the container portion.
[0020] In one class of embodiments, the blank having
the container portion comprises a series of panels col-
linear with the flap portion and a pair of side compart-
ment portions hingedly attached to the rear panel.
[0021] The base panel in the blanks of the fifth or sixth
aspects of the invention may comprise one or more fran-
gible sections adapted to define an aperture for the re-
ception of one or more articles.
[0022] According to another optional feature of the
fifth or sixth aspects of the invention, one of the flap por-
tion and the container portion is provided with securing
means for fixing the flap portion to the container portion.
[0023] According to a yet further optional feature of
either aspect of the invention, the flap portion carries
mailing indicia and is foldable from the display position
to a mailing position where it lies along the exterior of
the container portion with the mailing indicia facing out-
wardly.
[0024] Exemplary embodiments of this invention will
now be described, by way of example only, with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIGURE 1 is a plan view of the carton blank accord-
ing to one aspect of the invention;

FIGURES 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 illustrate the
construction of a carton from the blank in Figure 1
and the loading of articles within the carton;

FIGURES 11 to 14 show how a carton, formed from
a blank as in Figure 1, may be reloaded and re-
closed;

FIGURES 15 and 16 are perspective views showing
a reloaded, re-closed carton formed from a blank
as in Figure 1;

FIGURE 17 is a plan view of a carton blank accord-
ing to a second embodiment of this invention;

FIGURES 18, 19, 20, 21 and 22 are plan views of
blanks as in Figure 17, showing how they may be
formed into a carton;

FIGURE 23 is a rear perspective view of a fully
formed carton from a blank as in Figure 17;

FIGURE 24 is a front perspective view of a fully
formed carton from a blank as in Figure 17;

FIGURE 25 is a front perspective view of a fully
formed carton from a blank as in Figure 17, showing
how an aperture may be formed in this embodiment;
and

FIGURES 26 to 29 are perspective views showing
how a carton from a blank as in Figure 17 may be
reloaded and re-closed.

[0025] Referring to the drawings and in particular Fig-
ure 1, there is shown a carton blank 10 made from pa-
perboard or other similar foldable sheet material. The
blank 10 is a unitary blank comprising a series of panels
hinged one to the next although it is envisaged that the
carton may be formed from two or more blanks without
departing from the scope of the invention.
[0026] Figure 1 shows a blank 10 for forming a reclos-
able carton comprising a container portion 14 connected
to a flap portion 12, the container portion 14 comprising
top and base wall panels interconnected by front and
rear wall panels 26, 32 and a tear open flap 28 struck at
least in part from the front panel to define an aperture,
the flap portion 12 is foldable from a display position
where it projects upwardly from the container portion 14
into a covering position where it closes the opening.
[0027] In this embodiment, the blank 10 comprises a
hanging support portion 12 hingedly connected to a con-
tainer portion 14 by fold line 54. Preferably, the hanging
support portion 12 comprises a plurality of panels
hingedly connected together in series to provide a flap.
Thus there comprises an upper panel 16 hingedly con-
nected to a first support panel 18 by fold line 48; the first
support panel 18 is hingedly connected to a main sup-
port panel 20 via fold line 50; the fold line 52 then con-
nects the main support panel 20 to a third support panel
22 and support panel 22 is then connected to the con-
tainer portion via fold line 54.
[0028] The container portion 14 comprises a plurality
of panels for forming front, rear, top and base walls. In
this embodiment, the container portion 14 includes a top
wall panel 24 hingedly connected to the hanging support
portion 12 via fold line 54 and to front panel 26 by fold
line 56. The front panel 26 is hingedly connected to the
base panel 30 and to the frangible panels 46a and 46b
in this embodiment, along fold line 58. Preferably, base
panel 30 and the frangible panels 46a and 46b are con-
nected to rear panel 32 along fold line 60. Preferably, a
securing flap 34 is provided to secure rear panel 32 to
top panel 24. Securing flap 34 is hingedly connected to
rear panel 32 along fold line 62.
[0029] There may further comprise a tear panel 28
struck from front panel 26 and defined in part by frangi-
ble line 29. In this embodiment, tear panel 28 is substan-
tially rectangular in shape. The tear panel 28 defines the
aperture for gaining access to the interior of the com-
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pleted package and therefore, can be shaped according
to the type of article to be packaged. The tear panel 28
may extend into the top panel 24 in some embodiments
to terminate at the fold line 54.
[0030] The rear panel 32 is connected, in this embod-
iment, to end panels 36a and 36b, by fold lines 64a and
64b respectively.
[0031] There further comprises one or more compart-
ments, 13a and 13b respectively, for receiving articles
inserted through the apertures A1 and A2 (Figure 5), de-
fined by the respective frangible panels 46a and 46b.
[0032] Compartments 13a and 13b are connected to
one or more of the panels for forming the container. In
this embodiment, the compartment 13a is connected to
end wall panel 36a along fold line 66a and compartment
13b is connected to end panel 36b along fold line 66b.
The compartments 13a and 13b are formed in like man-
ner and therefore reference is made to compartment
13a only.
[0033] Compartment 13a comprises a series of pan-
els which in this embodiment, is provided by a partition
panel 38a, a spacer panel 40a and a securing tab 42a,
hingedly connected one to the next along fold lines 66a,
68a and 70a, respectively. The securing tab 42a, pref-
erably, extends into spacer panel 40a and is separated
therefrom by cut lines 78a and 80a. Preferably, there
further comprises a gusset panel 41a hingedly connect-
ing securing flap 42a to partition panel 38a along fold
line 72a, but which is otherwise unconnected to partition
panel 38a. Cut lines 78a and 80a, as well as the contin-
uation of the fold line 68a, allow the formation of gusset
panel 41a from the side panel 38a so that gusset panel
41a is maintained in a substantially perpendicular rela-
tionship with the securing tab 42a when the carton is
formed, described below.
[0034] Vertically struck from end panels 36a and 36b
are support panels 44a and 44b, 45a and 45b that are
hinged thereto. The, rear panel 32 may include a fas-
tening strip 76, optionally constructed of dual side ad-
hesive tape.
[0035] Preferably, hanging support panel 18 compris-
es a hanging aperture 74.
[0036] Turning to the construction of the carton as il-
lustrated in Figures 2 to 8, or Figures 18 to 23, it is en-
visaged that the carton of the present invention can be
formed by a series of sequential folding and gluing op-
erations in a straight line machine such that the carton
is not required to be rotated or inverted to complete its
construction. The folding process is not limited to that
described below and may be altered according to par-
ticular manufacturing requirements.
[0037] In order to form the carton reference is made
to Figures 2 to 6, which illustrate one example of the
construction process. First, compartments 13a and 13b
are moved out of a state of collinearity with the carton
blank 10. The compartments 13a and 13b are folded in
directions X and Y along fold lines 66a and 66b, shown
in Figures 2 and 3 into face contacting arrangement with

rear panel 32. Securing flaps 42a and 42b are secured
to rear panel 32 by glue or other suitable means known
in the art. In this embodiment, glue is used and repre-
sented by the reference G, although the position of the
glue spots is not limited to that described in the draw-
ings. The blank shown in Figure 3 is in a flat collapsed
condition ready to be supplied to an end user for loading.
[0038] In order to erect the cartons, the compartments
13a and 13b are formed first: by folding end panels 36a
and 36b inwardly along fold lines 64a and 64b so that
tabs 41a and 41b are also folded out of alignment with
respect to securing tabs 42a and 42b respectively and
to lie in a substantially perpendicular relationship with
both the partition panels 38a and 38b and with their re-
spective securing tabs 42a and 42b, as shown in Fig-
ures 4 and 5. Thus an article receiving cell A1 and A2
is formed by each compartment structure 13a and 13b.
The cells in each compartment are separated by gusset
panels 41a and 41b, so as to provide additional rigidity
to the carton. The cells A1 and A2 are used to receive
articles after the carton has been opened, described be-
low.
The articles B are placed between the two spacer panels
40a and 40b and the rear panel 32, as shown in Figure
6. Thereafter the container is formed by folding base
panel 30 and the hanging support structure 12 along fold
line 60, so that base panel 30 is brought into abutment
with the compartments, as shown in Figure 7. Thereaf-
ter, the front panel 26 is folded along fold line 58 into
face contacting relationship with the partition panels 38a
and 38b and, optionally secured thereto. Top panel 24
is folded along fold line 56 into abutment with the secur-
ing flap 34 which has also been folded inwardly along
fold line 62. The securing flap and top wall panel are
secured together by glue or other suitable means known
in the art. The hanging support structure extends out-
wardly from top panel 24 as shown in Figures 8 and 9.
[0039] In those embodiments with tabs 44a, 44b, 45a,
45b they are folded inwardly along each of their respec-
tive fold lines, prior to folding the respective base panel
30 and securing panel 34. Preferably, the tabs are se-
cured to their adjacent base or securing panels. The car-
ton is in a loaded condition ready to be supplied to an
end user, as shown in Figure 9.
[0040] To gain access to the interior of the carton the
user will break the frangible connection between the tear
panel 28 and front panel 26 and the tear panel is sepa-
rated from the front panel to reveal the articles B, as
shown in Figure 10 and they can be removed from the
carton through the aperture A5.
[0041] In order to reload the carton, articles B are in-
serted by breaking the frangible panels 46a and 46b and
passing the articles B therethrough in the direction W as
shown in Figure 11, and/or through tear panel 28. There-
after the carton is re-closed whereby the front face of
support panel 22 is brought into direct abutment with the
top panel by perpendicular folding along fold line 54.
Similarly, folding along lines 52, 50 and 48 brings panels
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20, 18 and 16 into respective contact with the front panel
26, the base panel 30 and the rear panel 32, as illustrat-
ed in Figure 13. Finally, upper panel 16 is secured to
rear panel 32 by securing means such as a fastening
strip 76 to complete the formation of a reloaded carton
enclosing the articles and covering any aperture which
may have been formed within the container portion, as
shown in Figure 14.
[0042] Figures 15 and 16 illustrate a reclosable carton
for containing a plurality of articles, which includes an
address label for postage purposes. Suitable mailing in-
dicia, for example a label or pre-printed address can be
applied to one of the exterior faces of a panel 32, 20
forming the package.
[0043] The carton can be used as a package to post
the articles to a desired location, because the package
is secured in a closed position to prevent articles inad-
vertently leaving the carton. The package is also suffi-
ciently rigid to prevent it from being torn or the articles
damaged during transit.
[0044] Figures 17 to 29 depict a second embodiment
of this invention wherein like features have been desig-
nated the same reference numerals with the prefix "1"
added to them. The second embodiment is similar to the
first embodiment and therefore only the differences will
now be described in any greater detail
[0045] In this embodiment, the top panel 124 is
hingedly connected directly to the main support panel
120 by the fold line 152. The support panel 120 is then
hingedly connected to a single further support panel 118
by fold line 150 and that support panel 118 is then
hingedly connected to the upper panel 116 along fold
line 148.
[0046] In this second embodiment the upper panel
116 is of the similar size to the front panel 126 and in-
cludes two adhesive strips 186 and 188.
[0047] Preferably, a second hanging aperture 184 is
included in the support panel 118 of this embodiment.
[0048] The optional tear panel 128 in this embodiment
extends preferably for the length of the front panel 126
and does not extend into top panel 124.
[0049] This embodiment preferably further includes a
frangibly pre-cut dual side adhesive strip 182 which may
be pushed out, defining aperture A9 (Figure 27) and
may be used to stick the upper panel 116 to the front
panel 126 when re-closing the carton, described in more
detail below.
[0050] In this second embodiment, shown in Figure
17, the use of cut lines 194a, 194b, 195a, 195b, 196a,
196b, 197a, 197b, 198a, 198b, 199a and 199b forms
apertures 190a and 190b and 192a and 192b within the
sides panels 138a and 138b and partition panels 140a
and 140b, to improve folding during construction. As in
the first embodiment, this configuration allows the pan-
els 141a and 141b to maintain a substantially perpen-
dicular relationship with their respective end tabs 142a
and 142b, thus dividing the apertures A7 and A8, de-
rived from the frangible panel 146a and 146b, into two

cells for receiving articles B1.
[0051] The container portion of this second embodi-
ment is constructed by an equivalent method to that for
the first embodiment. The securing tabs 142a and 142b
are fastened to the back of the rear panel 132 as shown
in Figure 19 and the carton is supplied to the packaging
concern in a flat collapsed condition. In order to set up
and load the carton, the end panels are erected in like
manner to the first embodiment, so that the compart-
ments are formed by folding the end panels 136a, 136b
inwardly to form article receiving cells A7 and A8. The
gusset panels 141a and 141b separate adjacent article
cells, as shown in Figure 20.
[0052] The articles are then loaded onto the carton,
between the spacer panels 140a and 140b and the con-
tainer is then formed whereby the base panel 130 is fold-
ed into abutment with tabs 144 and the compartment
structures. The articles B1 are inserted into the compart-
ment, shown in Figure 2, and the front panel 126 is fold-
ed over and top panel 124 is secured to securing flap
134, which is folded along fold line 162 to maintain a
substantially perpendicular relationship with the rear
panel 132, shown in Figure 22. This also brings the se-
curing panel 134 into contact with the upwardly folded
tabs 145a and 145b.
[0053] A fold is made at line 152 to allow the main
support panel 120 to become coplanar with the rear pan-
el 132. The further support panel 118 and the upper pan-
el 116 are then folded into a face-to-face arrangement
with the back of the support panel 120 thus allowing at
least part of the upper panel 116 to come into face-to-
face contact with the rear panel 132. Securing means
provided in tab 182 for fastening the upper panel 116 to
the rear panel 132 complete the formation of the carton,
as shown in Figures 23 and 24.
[0054] The articles are removed in like manner to the
first embodiment, via the tear panel 128 shown in Fig-
ures 24 and 25.
[0055] After a first use, articles B1 may be inserted in
the direction V through the frangible panels 146a and
146b into the resultant apertures A7 and A8. The front
panel 116 is detached from the rear panel 132 by push-
ing the tab 182 outwardly away from the compartment
to separate it from the rear panel to reveal aperture A9,
shown in Figure 27. A fold is made at fold line 152 such
that the support panel 120 may come into face contact-
ing arrangement with the rear panel 132. Further folds
at fold lines 148 and 150 allow support panel 118 to
come into contact with base panel 130 and the upper
panel 116 to come into contact with the front panel 126,
thus covering any aperture A7, A8, A9 which may have
been formed therein. Preferably, the dual side adhesive
strip 182 from the rear panel 132 and, optionally the glue
strips 186 and 188 may be used as a securing means
to fasten the upper panel 116 to the front panel 126, il-
lustrated in Figures 28 and 29.
[0056] Optionally, the upper panel 116 comprises
mailing details and a pre-paid stamp allowing the re-
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closed carton to act as a means for recollection of the
used articles B1.
[0057] A benefit of the arrangement of the second em-
bodiment lies in the fact that the adhesive strip 182 and/
or the optional securing means, hereinbefore exempli-
fied by the glue strips 186 and 188, are concealed within
the carton until they are brought into use.
[0058] In some embodiments, the blank will be formed
with one face coated and the other face is non-coated.
This is common in the packaging field to keep costs
down. The printed matter is applied to the coated side
so as to improve the resolution and quality of the graph-
ics. It is desirable, for any mailing indicia to be pre-print-
ed onto the blank at the time of printing the other infor-
mation on the blank. In this embodiment it is possible to
print the indicia onto the coated side, because the fold-
ing arrangement ensures the coated sides face out-
wardly. Beneficially, this reduces the printing costs.
[0059] It will be recognised that as used herein direc-
tional references such as "top", "bottom", "base", "end",
"upper" and "side" do not limit their respective panels to
such orientation but merely serve to distinguish these
panels from one another. Any reference to hinged con-
nection should not be construed as necessarily referring
to a single fold line only. Indeed, it is envisaged that
hinged connection may be formed from one or more of
the following: a score line, a frangible line or a fold line,
without departing from the scope of the invention.
[0060] It will be understood that numerous changes
may be made within the scope of the invention. For ex-
ample, the size and shape of a panel may be altered
according to the specific requirements of the articles to
be packaged, as may the number and arrangement of
the receiving cells and apertures, without departing from
the scope of invention.

Claims

1. A reclosable carton comprising a container con-
nected to a flap portion, the container comprising
top and base panels interconnected by front and
rear panels and a tear open flap struck at least in
part from the front panel to define an opening, the
flap portion is foldable from a display position where
it projects upwardly from the container portion into
a covering position where it closes the opening.

2. A reclosable carton as claimed in claim 1 wherein
the tear open flap extends into the top panel.

3. A reclosable carton comprising a container con-
nected to a flap portion, the container comprising
top and base panels interconnected by front and
rear panels and a tear open flap struck at least in
part from the base panel to define an opening, the
flap portion is foldable from a display position where
it projects upwardly from the container portion into

a covering position where it closes the opening.

4. A reclosable carton as claimed in any one of claims
1 to 3 wherein the flap portion is formed with at least
one intermediate fold line so that the flap portion
may be folded to be disposed along two or more
panels of the container portion.

5. A reclosable carton as claimed in claim 4 wherein
the flap portion is formed with at least two interme-
diate fold lines so that the flap portion may be folded
to be disposed along three or more panels of the
container portion.

6. A reclosable carton as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims, wherein the flap portion includes
means by which to hang the carton.

7. A reclosable carton as claimed in any preceding
claim wherein the flap portion when in the display
position projects from the junction between the top
and rear panels.

8. A reclosable carton as claimed in any preceding
claim wherein the tear open flap is foldable inwardly
to be pressed against an article to retain the article
within the container portion.

9. A reclosable carton as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims, wherein the container portion
comprises a series of panels collinear with the flap
portion and a pair of side compartment portions
hingedly attached to the rear panel.

10. A reclosable carton as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims, wherein the base panel compris-
es one or more frangible sections adapted to define
an aperture for the reception of one or more articles.

11. A reclosable carton as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims, wherein one of the flap portion
and the container portion is provided with securing
means for fixing the flap portion to the container por-
tion.

12. A reclosable carton as claimed in claim 11 wherein
the rear panel has a strip of dual side adhesive tape
for fixing the flap portion to the container.

13. A reclosable carton as claimed in claim 12 wherein
that part of the rear panel having the strip of adhe-
sive tape is detachably connected to the rear panel.

14. A reclosable carton as claimed in any one of claims
11 to 13 wherein the flap portion carries mailing in-
dicia and is foldable from the display position to a
mailing position where it lies along the exterior of
the container portion with the mailing indicia facing
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outwardly.

15. A reclosable carton as claimed in claim 14 wherein
the securing means is adapted to secure the flap
portion in the mailing position.

16. A reclosable carton as claimed in claim 14 or claim
15 wherein the mailing indicia is carried by the rear
surface of the flap portion.

17. A returnable package comprising a closed empty
compartment and a tear open feature for defining
an opening through which a returnable article may
be inserted into the compartment and there further
comprising covering means for closing the opening.

18. A returnable carton comprising a delivery compart-
ment for receiving a new article and a return com-
partment for receiving a used article, there further
comprising a tear-open feature for defining an
opening through which a used article may be insert-
ed into the return compartment and covering means
for reclosing the opening.

19. A blank for the formation of a reclosable carton as
claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 16 or a return-
able package of claim 17 or a returnable carton of
claim 18.

20. A blank for forming a carton comprising a container
portion connected to a flap portion, the container
portion comprising in series a top panel, a front pan-
el, a base panel and a rear panel and there further
comprising a tear open flap struck at least in part
from the front panel to define an aperture when
opened, the flap portion is adapted to be foldable in
a set up carton from a display position where it
projects upwardly from the container portion into a
covering position where it closes the opening.

21. A blank as claimed in claim 20 wherein the tear
open flap extends into the top panel.

22. A blank for forming a carton comprising a container
portion connected to a flap portion, the container
portion comprising in series a top panel, a front pan-
el, a base panel and a rear panel and there further
comprising a tear open flap struck at least in part
from the base panel to define an aperture when
opened, the flap portion is adapted to be foldable in
a set up carton from a display position where it
projects upwardly from the container portion into a
covering position where it closes the opening.

23. A blank as claimed in any one of claims 20 to 22
wherein the flap portion is formed with at least one
intermediate fold line so that the flap portion may
be folded to be disposed along two or more panels

of the container portion.

24. A blank as claimed in claim 23 wherein the flap por-
tion is formed with at least two intermediate fold
lines so that the flap portion may be folded to be
disposed along three or more panels of the contain-
er portion.

25. A blank as claimed in any one of claims 20 to 24,
wherein the flap portion includes means by which
to hang the carton.

26. A blank as claimed in any of claims 20 to 25 wherein
the container portion comprises a series of panels
collinear with the flap portion and a pair of side com-
partment portions hingedly attached to the rear pan-
el.

27. A blank as claimed in any of claims 20 to 26, where-
in the base panel comprises one or more frangible
sections adapted to define an aperture for the re-
ception of one or more articles.

28. A blank as claimed in any of claims 20 to 27, where-
in one of the flap portion and the container portion
is provided with securing means for fixing the flap
portion to the container portion.

29. A blank as claimed in any one of claims 20 to 28
wherein the flap portion carries mailing indicia and
is foldable from the display position to a mailing po-
sition where it lies along the exterior of the container
portion with the mailing indicia facing outwardly.
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