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Description

[0001] Conventional container carriers are often used
to unitize a plurality of similarly sized containers, such
as cans, bottles, jars and boxes and/or similar contain-
ers that require unitization. Plastic ring carriers and box
carriers are two such conventional container carriers.
[0002] The plastic ring carrier produces a unitized
package for containers using little material. However,
when used alone has little or no advertising or promo-
tional printing space. Conversely, the box carrier gener-
ally has a relatively large amount of area for promotional
graphics. Disadvantageously, the box carrier requires a
relatively large amount of material, permits bottles to fall
out if it is not maintained in an upright position, and usu-
ally shrouds much of the actual containers. Therefore,
there is a need for a package that incorporates the sta-
bility and economy of a ring carrier and the promotional
area of a box carrier.

[0003] US-A-6170652 and EP-A-1004518 each dis-
close a package of containers unitized with a flexible
carrier which is constructed from a planar sheet having
a plurality of container receiving openings and which
provides a panel for displaying merchandising informa-
tion. EP-A-0 997 389 discloses a container carrier ac-
cording to the preamble of claim 1.

[0004] Itis an object of this invention to provide a con-
tainer carrier that provides a panel for merchandising
information and which may be readily grasped for car-
rying the containers.

[0005] According to a first aspect of the invention,
there is provided a carrier constructed of a planar sheet
of aflexible plastic material for carrying a plurality of con-
tainers, the carrier comprising:

a plurality of container receiving openings arranged
in a longitudinal row;

a display panel extending transversely from the lon-
gitudinal row; and

a handle,

characterised in that the handle is positioned
along an outer periphery of the display panel and lies
outboard of the display panel.
[0006] According to a second aspect of the invention,
there is provided a package comprising a plurality of
containers and a carrier in accordance with the first as-
pect, each container, receiving opening engaging a con-
tainer the arrangement being such that:

the handle is engageable to enable placement of
the display panel between a first static condition, in
which the display panel extends transversely and
downwardly from the longitudinal row of container
receiving openings, and a second condition, in
which, when the package is lifted, the display panel
is inverted upwardly to lie at least partially against
the containers.
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[0007] Preferably, containers are positioned in each
container receiving opening to form a package having
a panel that is flat, tight and parallel with respect to the
containers and prominent with respect to the package.
Such a configuration of the panel results in a package
of containers having a prominent display area or "bill-
board" for advertising, information, graphics and other
marketing material. The handle is positioned to permit
a purchaser to easily and comfortably grasp the pack-
age.

[0008] Whenthe handleis grasped and lifted, the pan-
el inverts with respect to the package and the containers
are then carried at an angle with respect to the horizon-
tal. This results in a package that is comfortable to carry
and a secure, unitized group of containers.

[0009] Particular embodiments in accordance with
this invention will now be described with reference to the
accompanying drawings; in which:-

Fig. 1 is a top view of a carrier for holding two con-
tainers;

Fig. 2 is a top view of another carrier;

Fig. 3 is a top view of a carrier for holding three con-
tainers;

Fig. 4 is a top view of a carrier for holding four con-
tainers;

Fig. 5 is a front view of a package of three contain-
ers;

Fig. 6 is a side view of a package of three contain-
ers;

Fig. 7 is a front view of a package of two containers
using; and,

Fig. 8 is a side view of a package of two containers.

[0010] Figs. 1-8 show carrier 10 for carrying a plurality
of containers 70. Containers 70, such as those shown
in packages 20 in Figs. 5-8, are preferably bottles. Al-
though bottles are shown in Figs. 5 and 6, cans or any
other commonly unitized container 70 may be used with
carrier 10 according to this invention. Containers 70 are
preferably like-sized within a single carrier 10.

[0011] Carrier 10 unitizes a plurality of containers 70
to create package 20, such as package 20 shown in
Figs. 5-8. Carrier 10 comprises planar sheet 15 prefer-
ably constructed from a flexible, resilient material such
as plastic, and in one embodiment, low density polyeth-
ylene. In one preferred embodiment of this invention,
planar sheet 15 is made from low density polyethylene.
[0012] Planar sheet 15 of material is preferably cut,
using means known to those skilled in the art, such as
a stamping die, to form a plurality of container receiving
openings 30 in planar sheet 15. Container receiving
openings 30 are preferably formed in a generally rec-
tangular shape having rounded corners. Planar sheet
15 may include other configurations of container receiv-
ing openings 30 depending on the size of package 20
desired. As shown in Figs. 1-4, in alternate preferred
embodiments of this invention, carrier 10 comprises
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sheet 15 having two, three and four container receiving
openings 20.

[0013] Preferably, container receiving openings 30
are arranged in a longitudinal row 25. However, other
arrangements of container receiving openings 30, in-
cluding an array of longitudinal rows 25 and transverse
ranks may be possible.

[0014] In addition to container receiving openings 30,
panel 40 is additionally positioned on carrier 10 and pref-
erably extends transversely from longitudinal row 25 of
container receiving openings 30. Panel 40 is preferably
as large or larger than a width of container receiving
openings 30 and has an overall longitudinal panel length
that approaches an overall length of longitudinal row 25.
Panel 40 preferably accommodates, on one or both
sides, UPC and proof of purchase labels, graphics, and
promotional and/or other information related to contents
and/or ingredients of containers 70 and/or package 20.
[0015] According to one alternative embodiment of
this invention, panel 40 may extend from each side of
carrier 10 resulting in two panels 40, each extending
from opposite sides of longitudinal row 25. This config-
uration permits a panel 40 to face outward from a shelf
regardless of how carrier 10 is placed on the shelf.
[0016] Panel 40 may be generally continuous and un-
broken, without cutouts or apertures, throughout its de-
fined area. Alternatively, and as shown in Figs. 1-4, pan-
el 40 may include one or more cutouts 45 for weight re-
duction and material savings. An adhesive label 47 may
be applied to panel 40 to bring color, graphics and/or
other information to panel 40.

[0017] As shown in Figs. 1-4, panel 40 is preferably
tapered along transverse panel edges 37. Panel prefer-
ably additionally extends in a transverse direction for a
height less than a height of container 70.

[0018] Handle 50 is additionally positioned along an
outer periphery, or on an outboard side of panel 40. Han-
dle 50 may comprise an elongated aperture 60 posi-
tioned along the outer periphery of panel 40 or other
configuration that provides an ample area for a purchas-
erto grab by inserting his hand through and still maintain
the purpose and integrity of panel 40. As shown in the
figures, handle 50 preferably extends for much of a
width of panel 40 across the outer periphery of panel 40.
[0019] Carrier 10 is preferably manufactured so that
a plurality of adjacent carriers 10 are punched and then
wound onto a spool (not shown) having several thou-
sand carriers 10, each carrier 10 attached to each ad-
jacent carrier 10 at each edge 35. Before carriers 10 are
later applied to containers 70 to form packages 20, car-
riers 10 are preferably unwound from spools and then
separated from each other between adjacent edges 35.
According to a preferred embodiment of this invention,
carriers 10 include at least two attachment points 65 at
each edge 35 for connection with corresponding attach-
ment points 65 at each edge 35 of adjacent carriers 10
in a spool. According to one preferred embodiment of
this invention, one attachment point 65 is at an edge of
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the longitudinal row 25 of container receiving openings
30 and one attachment point 65 is at a pull tab 85, dis-
cussed in more detail below.

[0020] Figs. 5-8 show package 20 comprising carrier
10 unitizing a plurality of containers 70. Package 20
preferably includes two or more long, cylindrical bottles,
such as bottles holding between 1 and 2 litres. Such bot-
tles are larger than most containers 70 that are generally
unitized and thus may require a carrier 10 having par-
ticular enhancements not found on conventional carri-
ers to facilitate ease of carrying.

[0021] Figs. 5 and 7 show carrier 10 and package 20
wherein panel 40 is formed to align in a generally flat
position relative to package 20. Such a panel configu-
ration results in a large, visible and unobstructed bill-
board area on a side of package 20. Such a panel con-
figuration results in a large billboard area on a side of
package 20 that does not protrude from package 20 thus
reducing the likelihood of snagging or interfering with
adjacent packages.

[0022] As shown in Figs. 5-8, container 70 is posi-
tioned in each container receiving opening 30 to form
package 20. According to one preferred embodiment of
this invention, when carrier 10 is installed on containers
70, panel 40 is preferably parallel with respect to con-
tainers 70 depending downwardly from longitudinal row
of container receiving openings 30 and prominent with
respect to package 20. If panel 40 is curled or folded in
a perpendicular position with respect to package 20,
then advertising or other material positioned on panel
40 will not be legible to a consumer. In addition, if panel
40 protrudes outwardly with respect to package 20, it
will create difficulties in packaging, handling and stack-
ing packages 20 because of interference between pan-
els 40 of adjacent packages 20 and between panel 40
and packaging equipment. Panel 40 depends down-
wardly by proper sizing and location of panel 40 with
respect to container receiving openings 30, as well as
the line of weakness 80 and weakened area 82 and pos-
sibly a cutout 84 depending upon the size of carrier 10
and containers 70.

[0023] As previously discussed, handle 50 is posi-
tioned along an outer periphery of panel 40 50 that when
package 20 is lifted by a purchaser, panel 40 inverts up-
wardly and at least partially against containers 70. Ac-
cordingly, and as best shown in Figs. 6 and 8, handle
50 is preferably positioned with respect to panel 40 so
that when handle 50 is grasped and lifted, panel 40 is
inverted. Weakened area 82 is preferably positioned be-
tween panel 40 and longitudinal row 25 of container re-
ceiving openings 30 to help panel 40 invert by folding
along weakened area 82 to create a sharp crease rather
than a gentle roll. The sharp crease preferably created
around weakened area 82 also helps to retain contain-
ers 70 within container receiving openings 30 when han-
dle 50 is grasped and lifted by a consumer.

[0024] As shown in Figs. 5-8, containers 70 are pref-
erably bottles and container receiving openings 30 are
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positioned on the bottles so that they are carried at an
angle o, preferably between approximately 30° and 75°
with respect to horizontal, and more preferably between
approximately 45° and 60° with respect to horizontal.
This angle at which containers 70 are carried results in
a comfortable and ergonomic package 20 for the pur-
chaser, particularly for larger containers 70 such as 2
litre bottles.

[0025] According to one preferred embodiment of this
invention, carrier 10 further comprises line of weakness
80 positioned between panel 40 and longitudinal row 25
of container receiving openings 30. Line of weakness
80 may be serrations, slits or holes in carrier 10 and is
preferably tearable to permit removal of each container
70 from within each respective container receiving
opening 30. Pull tab 85 may be positioned to extend
from line of weakness 80 thus facilitating removal of con-
tainers 70 from package 20.

Claims

1. Acarrier (10) constructed of a planar sheet of a flex-
ible plastic material for carrying a plurality of con-
tainers, the carrier comprising:

a plurality of container receiving openings (30)
arranged in a longitudinal row;

a display panel (40) extending transversely
from the longitudinal row; and

a handle (50),

characterised in that the handle is posi-
tioned along an outer periphery of the display panel
(40) and lies outboard of the display panel (40).

2. A carrier according to claim 1, wherein the handle
(50) comprises an elongated aperture (60).

3. Acarrier according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the dis-
play panel (40) includes one or more cutouts (45).

4. A carrier according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the display panel (40) further in-
cludes an adhesive label (47) positioned on it.

5. A carrier according to any one of the preceding
claims, further comprising a line of weakness (80)
positioned between the display panel (40) and the
longitudinal row of container receiving openings
(30).

6. A package (20) comprising a plurality of containers
(70) and a carrier (10) in accordance with any one
of the preceding claims, each container receiving
opening (40) engaging a container (70), the ar-
rangement being such that:
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the handle (50) is engageable to enable place-
ment of the display panel (40) between a first
static condition, in which the display panel (40)
extends transversely and downwardly from the
longitudinal row of container receiving open-
ings (30), and a second condition, in which,
when the package (20) is lifted, the display pan-
el (40) is inverted upwardly to lie at least par-
tially against the containers (70).

7. A package according to claim 6, wherein the plural-

ity of containers are bottles (70), preferably of ca-
pacity one to two litres, and the container receiving
openings (30) are positioned on the bottles (70)
such that, when the display panel (40) is in its sec-
ond condition, the bottles are carried at an angle
between approximately 30° and 75° and preferably
45° and 60° with respect to horizontal.

8. A package according to claim 6 or 7, wherein the

display panel (40), when in its first condition, is flush
and flat with respect to the containers (70) to display
product information, and, when in its second condi-
tion, is inverted with respect to the containers (70).

9. A package according to claim 6, 7 or 8, further com-

prising a line of weakness (80) extending between
the display panel (40) and the bottles (70), the line
of weakness (80) being tearable to permit removal
of each bottle (70) from within its respective con-
tainer receiving opening (30).

10. A package according to claim 9, further comprising
a pull tab (85) extending from the line of weakness
(80).

Patentanspriiche

1. Tréager (10), welcher aus einem ebenen Bogen aus
einem flexiblen Kunststoffmaterial hergestellt ist,
um eine Mehrzahl von Behaltern zu tragen, aufwei-
send:

eine Mehrzahl von Behalteraufnahmeéffnun-
gen (30), die in einer Langsreihe angeordnet
sind;

eine Anzeigetafel (40), die sich quer von der
Langsreihe wegerstreckt; und

einen Giriff (50),

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der Griff langs ei-
nes auleren Umfangs der Anzeigetafel (40) ange-
ordnetist und aufRerhalb der Anzeigetafel (40) liegt.

2. Trager nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Griff (50) eine

langliche Offnung (60) aufweist.
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Trager nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei die Anzeige-
tafel (40) einen oder mehrere Ausschnitte (45) auf-
weist.

Trager nach einem der vorhergehenden Anspri-
che, wobei die Anzeigetafel (40) ferner ein auf ihr
angebrachtes Klebeetikett (47) aufweist.

Trager nach einem der vorhergehenden Anspri-
che, welcher ferner eine Schwachungslinie (80)
aufweist, die zwischen der Anzeigetafel (40) und
der Langsreihe der Behalteraufnahmedffnungen
(30) angeordnet ist.

Verpackung (20), welche eine Mehrzahl von Behal-
tern (70) und einen Trager (10) gemaf irgendeinem
der vorhergehenden Anspriiche aufweist, wobei je-
de Behalteraufnahmeoffnung (30) mit einem Behal-
ter (70) in Eingriff ist, wobei die Anordnung so ist,
dass:

der Griff (50) in Eingriff bringbar ist, um eine An-
ordnung der Anzeigetafel (40) zwischen einem
ersten statischen Zustand, in welchem die An-
zeigetafel (40) sich quer zur Langsreihe der Be-
halteraufnahmedéffnungen (30) und von ihr
nach unten erstreckt, und

einem zweiten Zustand, in welchem, wenn die
Verpackung (20) angehoben wird, die Anzeige-
tafel (40) nach oben gewendet wird, um minde-
stens teilweise gegen die Behalter (70) zu lie-
gen.

Verpackung nach Anspruch 6, wobei die Mehrzahl
der Behalter Flaschen (70) sind, vorzugsweise mit
einer Kapazitat von ein bis zwei Liter, und die Be-
héalteraufnahmedffnungen (30) so an den Flaschen
(70) angeordnet sind, dass, wenn die Anzeigetafel
(40) in ihrem zweiten Zustand ist, die Flaschen in
einem Winkel zwischen ungefahr 30° und 75°, und
vorzugsweise zwischen 45° und 60°, mit Bezug auf
die Horizontale getragen werden.

Verpackung nach Anspruch 6 oder 7, wobei die An-
zeigetafel (40), wenn sie in ihrem ersten Zustand
ist, blindig und eben mit Bezug auf die Behalter (70)
ist, um Produktinformationen anzuzeigen, und
wenn sie in ihrem zweiten Zustand ist, mit Bezug
auf die Behalter (70) umgewendet ist.

Verpackung nach Anspruch 6, 7 oder 8, welche fer-
ner eine Schwachungslinie (80) aufweist, die sich
zwischen der Anzeigetafel (40) und den Flaschen
(70) erstreckt, wobei die Schwachungslinie (80)
zerreilRbar ist, um eine Entnahme jeder Flasche
(70) aus ihrer jeweiligen Behalteraufnahmedffnung
(30) zu erlauben.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

10. Verpackung nach Anspruch 9, welche ferner eine

Zuglasche (85) aufweist, die sich von der Schwa-
chungslinie (80) wegerstreckt.

Revendications

Porte-récipients (10) construit a partir d'une feuille
plane de matériau plastique flexible destiné a porter
une pluralité de récipients, le porte-récipients
comprenant :

une pluralité d'ouvertures de réception de réci-
pients (30) disposées dans une rangée
longitudinale ;

un espace d'affichage (40) s'étendant transver-
salement a partir de la rangée longitudinale ; et
une poignée (50) ;

caractérisé en ce que la poignée est posi-
tionnée le long de la périphérie extérieure de I'es-
pace d'affichage (40) et s'étend a I'extérieur de I'es-
pace d'affichage (40).

Porte-récipients selon la revendication 1, dans le-
quel la poignée (50) comprend une ouverture
oblongue (60).

Porte-récipients selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans
lequel I'espace d'affichage (40) comprend une ou
plusieurs découpes (45).

Porte-récipients selon I'une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes, dans lequel I'espace d'affi-
chage (40) comprend en outre une étiquette adhé-
sive (47) positionnée dessus.

Porte-récipients selon I'une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes, comprenant en outre une li-
gne de faiblesse (80) positionnée entre I'espace
d'affichage (40) et la rangée longitudinale des
ouvertures de réception de récipients (30).

Emballage (20) comprenant une pluralité de réci-
pients (70) et un porte-récipients (10) selon 'une
quelconque des revendications précédentes, cha-
que ouverture de réception de récipients (40) met-
tant en prise un récipient (70), I'agencement étant
tel que :

la poignée (50) peut étre mise en prise pour
permettre le placement de I'espace d'affichage
(40) entre un premier état statique, dans lequel
I'espace d'affichage (40) s'étend transversale-
ment et vers le bas a partir de la rangée longi-
tudinale des ouvertures de réception de réci-
pients (30), et un second état, dans lequel,
quand I'emballage (20) est soulevé, l'espace
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d'affichage (40) est inversé vers le haut pour
reposer au moins partiellement contre les réci-
pients (70).

Emballage selon la revendication 6, dans lequel la
pluralité de récipients sont des bouteilles (70), de
préférence d'une capacité de un a deux litres, et les
ouvertures de réception de récipients (30) sont po-
sitionnées sur les bouteilles (70), de telle sorte que,
quand l'espace d'affichage (40) est dans son se-
cond état, les bouteilles soient portées a un angle
entre approximativement 30° et 75° et de préféren-
ce entre 45° et 60° par rapport a I'horizontale.

Emballage selon la revendication 6 ou 7, dans le-
quel I'espace d'affichage (40), quand il est dans son
premier état, est a niveau et plat par rapport aux
récipients (70) pour afficher les informations du pro-
duit et, quand il est dans son second état, est inver-
sé par rapport aux récipients (70).

Emballage selon la revendication 6, 7 ou 8, com-
prenant en outre une ligne de faiblesse (80) s'éten-
dant entre I'espace d'affichage (40) et les bouteilles
(70), laligne de faiblesse (80) pouvant étre déchirée
pour permettre le retrait de chaque bouteille (70) de
I'intérieur de son ouverture de réception de réci-
pients respective (30).

Emballage selon la revendication 9, comprenant en
outre une tirette (85) s'étendant depuis la ligne de
faiblesse (80).
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FIG.4




FIG.6
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