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(54) Container with identification means

(57) A container (10) having a lid (12 or 60) bearing
identification means (52 or 68) to identify the contents
of the container (10). The lid (12 or 60) comprises at
least two parts (30,42 or 64,66), one of which is an inner
part (42 or 66) and the other of which is an outer part
(30 or 64). At least the outer part (30 or 64) is translu-

cent. The two parts (30,42 or 64,66) are separable to
enable a label or other identification means (52 or 68)
to be located between them before they are brought
back together. The label or other identification means
(52 or 68) is then sandwiched between the two parts
(30, 42 or 64, 66) and can be seen through the translu-
cent material of the outer part (30 or 64).
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a container
having a lid bearing identification means to identify the
contents of the container.

[0002] Hitherto, such labels have been attached to the
lids, for example by means of adhesive. This renders it
difficult to change the label, a need which may often
arise if the contents of the box are to be changed such
as is often desirable when the box is made to contain
angling accessories for example. Also, the label may de-
teriorate rapidly in outdoor conditions.

[0003] The presentinvention seeks to provide a rem-
edy.
[0004] Accordingly, the present invention is directed

to a container having the construction set out in the
opening paragraph of the present specification, in which
the lid comprises at least two parts, one of which is an
inner part and the other of which is an outer part, at least
the latter being translucent and the two parts being sep-
arable to enable a label or other identification means to
be so located that when the two parts are brought back
together, the label or other identification means is sand-
wiched between the two parts and can be seen through
the translucent material of the outer part.

[0005] The two parts may both be generally planar
and may be so formed that they can be snap-fitted to-
gether.

[0006] The inner part may be provided with projec-

tions and the outer part may be provided with apertures
through which the projections of the inner part project
when the containeris in use, respective ends of a handle
of the container being held by the said projections.
[0007] The lower side of the inner part may be provid-
ed with ribbing, and a receptacle part of the container
may be provided with dividing walls, such that when the
lid is shut, the ribs form a seal with the rims of the dividing
walls.

[0008] Preferably, the ribs are in pairs such that the
ribs of each pair locate on opposite sides of the rim of
the associated divider wall.

[0009] The lid may have a number of independently
openable sections, each having an inner and outer part
between which the label or other identification means is
sandwiched when the container is in use.

[0010] Examples of containers embodying the
present invention will now be described with reference
to the accompanying drawings, in which:

is a view from above of a first such con-
tainer;

is a front view of the container shown in
Figure 1 with one portion thereof shifted in
relation to the position it has in Figure 1;
shows a view from above of a receptacle
part of the container shown in Figure 1, the
lid thereof having been removed;

shows a perspective view of the upper side
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of an outer part of the lid of the container
shown in Figure 1;

Figure 5 shows a perspective underneath view of
the part shown in Figure 4;

Figure 6 shows a perspective view of the under-
neath side of an inner part of the lid of the
container shown in Figure 1;

Figure 7 shows a perspective view of the upper side
of the part shown in Figure 6;

Figure 8 shows a label shaped and printed to fit be-
tween the parts shown in Figures 4 to 7;

Figure 9 shows a cross-sectional detail of parts of
the lid of the container in Figure 1 in ex-
ploded form;

Figure 10  shows a view from above of a second em-
bodiment of the present invention; and

Figure 11 shows a side view of part of the lid of the

container in Figure 10 in exploded form.

[0011] The container 10 shown in Figures 1 and 2
comprises a lid 12 and a receptacle part 14 with the lid
uppermost. The lid 12 is hinged to the receptacle part
14 by way of hinges 16 and is held shut by means of a
latch 18. The container 10 may be lifted by means of a
handle 20. This is especially helpful when the container
10 is in a larger compartmentalised box where there
may be little or no access to grasp the container 10.
[0012] Figure 2 shows the latch 18 in greater detail. It
has a portion 22 projecting from a front face of the re-
ceptacle part 14. The portion 22 has a cut-out into which
snugly fits a further portion 24 projecting from the lid 12.
A slide 26 can be shifted from the position it has in Figure
2 to the position it has in Figure 1 so as to prevent the
portions 22 and 24 from separating, thus holding the lid
12 shut against the receptacle part 14.

[0013] Figure 3 shows the receptacle part 14 from
above, and in particular shows that it is divided into four
compartments by dividing walls 28.

[0014] Anupper part 30 ofthe lid 12 is shownin Figure
4. Itis provided with the portion 24 at its front and hinge
portions 32 atits rear. Viewing it from above, as in Figure
4, the main part 34 of its upper face is sunken in relation
to its rim 36, and it is provided with apertures 38 which
are spaced-apart and are located at positions which cor-
respond to the ends of a handle 20 when the lid is as-
sembled.

[0015] As can be seen from Figure 5, the underside
of the part shown in Figure 4 is provided with snap fit
studs 40 projecting from the underside of the sunken
main part 34. It should be noted that the material from
which the upper part 30 of the lid 12 is made is translu-
cent, for example a translucent injection-moulded syn-
thetic plastics material. An inner part 42 of the lid 12 is
shown in Figures 6 and 7. Through holes 44 are formed
in the corners of the part 42, which part has an upwardly
curved rim 46 to create a snug fit against the underside
of the sunken main part 34 of the outer part of the lid 12
when the studs 40 are snapped through the holes 44.



3 EP 1 312 562 A2 4

The intended upper side of the part 42 is provided with
projections 48 which project through the apertures 38
when the inner and outer parts of the lid 12 are snapped
together, which projections 48 provide retaining means
for the ends of the handle 20 shown in Figures 1 and 2.
[0016] The underside of the part 42 as shown in Fig-
ure 6 is provided with crossed pairs of ribbing 50, which,
when the lid 12 is shut against the receptacle part 14,
are brought into registration with the rims of the dividing
walls 28 such that the ribs of each pair are located im-
mediately adjacent to and on opposite sides of the di-
vider wall 28 to form a seal therewith, or at least to re-
duce the likelihood that the contents in one compart-
ment of the receptacle part 14 can mix with the contents
in another compartment thereof.

[0017] A label 52 shown in Figure 8 is generally rec-
tangular corresponding in size to the part 42 of the lid
12. It has its corners 54 cut away so as not to obstruct
the studs 40 and it is provided with apertures 56 so as
not to obstruct the portions 48. Its upper side is formed
with printed lines 58 corresponding to the position of the
divider walls 28.

[0018] Further words or images may be drawn or
printed on the label 52 to serve as identification means
for the contents of the different compartments of the re-
ceptacle part 14 of the container 10. The label 52 is
sandwiched between the inner and outer parts 42 and
30 as shown in Figure 9, with the printed matter upper-
most, before the parts 30 and 42 are brought together
in the direction of the arrows shown in Figure 9 until the
studs 40 snap through the holes 44. The printed or
drawn matter on the upper side of the label 52 remains
visible by virtue of the outer part 30 being made of trans-
lucent material.

[0019] In the embodiment shown in Figures 10 and
11, the lid 60 is formed with four independently openable
sections 62, each of which has an upper translucent part
64 and an inner part 66 which can be snap-fitted to the
outer part 64 whilst sandwiching a label 68 therebe-
tween. The outer part 64 is translucent to enable printed
or drawn matter on the label 68 to remain visible.
[0020] A receptacle part of the container shown in Fig-
ures 10 and 11 is divided into four compartments by di-
vider walls (not shown) in a similar fashion to the con-
tainer 10 shown in Figure 1.

[0021] Numerous variations and modifications to the
illustrated containers may occur to the reader without
taking the resulting construction outside the scope of the
present invention. For example, the lid 12 may be con-
structed so that it slides on to the receptacle part 14 in-
stead of being hinged thereto, or it may simply have a
rim which snap-fits on to a correspondingly formed rim
of the receptacle part of the container.

[0022] The embodiments shown in Figures 10 and 11
may be modified to have any number of independently
openable sections to its lid.
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Claims

1. Acontainer (10) having a lid (12 or 60) bearing iden-
tification means (52 or 68) to identify the contents
of the container (10), characterised in that the lid
(12 or 60) comprises at least two parts (30,42 or
64,66), one of which is an inner part (42 or 66) and
the other of which is an outer part (30 or 64), at least
the latter (30 or 64) being translucent and the two
parts (30,42 or 64,66) being separable to enable a
label or other identification means (52 or 68) to be
so located that when the two parts (30,42 or 64,66)
are brought back together, the label or other identi-
fication means (52 or 68) is sandwiched between
the two parts (30,42 or 64,66) and can be seen
through the translucent material of the outer part (30
or 64).

2. A container according to claim 1, characterised in

that two parts (30,42 or 64,66) are both generally
planar and so formed that they can be snap-fitted
together.

3. A container according to claim 1 or claim 2, char-

acterised in that the inner part (42) is provided with
projections (48) and the outer part (30) is provided
with apertures (38) through which the projections
(48) of the inner part (42) project when the container
(10) is in use, respective ends of a handle (20) of
the container (10) being held by the said projections
(48).

4. Acontainer according to any preceding claim, char-

acterised in that the lower side of the inner part
(42) is provided with ribbing (50), and a receptacle
part (14) of the container (10) is provided with divid-
ing walls (28), such that when the lid (12) is shut,
the ribs (50) form a seal with the rims of the dividing
walls (28).

5. A container according to claim 4, characterised in
that the ribs (50) are in pairs such that the ribs of
each pair locate on opposite sides of the rim of the
associated divider wall (28).

6. A container according to to any preceding claim,

characterised in that the lid (60) has a number of
independently openable sections (62), each having
an inner and outer part (66, 64) between which the
label or other identification means (68) is sand-
wiched when the container (10) is in use.
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