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(54)  Soup vessel

(57)  Theinvention relates to a soup vessel for serv-
ing and/or storing soup or the like, especially for use on
board of aircrafts, comprising a bowl for receiving the

soup or the like. According to the invention an outer ves-
sel (10) for receiving said bowl (4) is provided, said outer
vessel (10) being constructed such that it is stackable.
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The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

D All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

1,12-19,22,24

l:l None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:




EP 1332981 A3

.0)) Eun:opean Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION Application Number
Office SHEET B EP 03 00 2410

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. Claims: 1-2

soup vessel as characterized in claim 1, comprising a bowl,
additionally characterized by said bowl being sealed by a
foil-like sealing member and further characterized as in
dependent claim 2.

2. Claims: 1, 3, 5,7, 8

soup vessel comprising a bowl, an outer vessel and further
specified by claim 1; additionally characterized by: the
outer vessel including an open end and a 1id as specified in
claim 3é possibly further specified by the dependent claims
5, 7 and 8.

3. Claim : 1 and 4
soup vessel comprising a bowl, an outer vessel and further
specified by claim 1; further characterized by the bowl
being constructed from plastics (see claim 4)

4. Claim : 1 and 5
soup vessel comprising a bowl, an outer vessel and further
specified by claim 1; further characterized by the outer
vessel being constructed from cardboard (see claim 5).

5. Claim : 1 and 6
soup vessel specified by claim 1 comprising a bowl, an outer
vessel; wherein an outer wall of the bowl is shaped as
defined in claim 6.

6. Claim : 1 and 9
soup vessel specified by claim 1, comprising a bowl and an
outer vessel; further characterized by the outer vessel
being a box (see claim 9).

7. Claim : 1 and 10
soup vessel specified by claim 1, comprising a bowl and an

outer vessel; whereby the outer vessel has the shape of a
cube or a parallelepiped (see claim 10).
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

8. Claim : 1 and 11

soup vessel specified by claim 1, comprising a bowl and an
outer vessel; further characterized by said outer vessel
having the upper side and the bottom side substantially flat
(see claim 11).

9. Claims: 1 and 12-19

soup vessel specified by claim 1, comprising a bowl and an
outer vessel; further characterized by said outer vessel
having an upper wall with an opening as defined in claim 12;
possibly further defined as in the dependent claims 13-19

10. Claim : 1 and 20

soup vessel specified by claim 1, comprising a bowl and an
outer vessel; further characterized by the outer vessel
being formed by a single piece of material (see claim 20).

11. Claims: 1, 21 and 23

soup vessel specified by claim 1, comprising a bowl and an
outer vessel; further characterized by retaining means are
provided for retaining the bowl in the outer vessel;
possibly further characterized by the dependent claim 23.

12. Claims: 1, 22 and 24

soup vessel specified by claim 1, comprising a bowl and an
outer vessel; further characterized by positioning means are
provided for positioning the bowl relative to the outer
vessel (see claim 22); possibly further specified by
dependent claim 24.

13. Claims: 1 and 25-27

soup vessel specified by claim 1, comprising a bowl and an
outer vessel; further characterized by a circumferential rim
element being provided as defined in claim 25; possibly
further characterized by dependent claims 26 or 27.
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