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Description

[0001] The invention relates to a garden arrangement
as disclosed e.g. in document US-6 161 771 and DE-U-
8 232 636 comprising at least two fountain objects to be
placed in a garden, as well as a liquid system for supply-
ing liquid to said fountain objects. The invention generally
relates to a garden arrangement comprising n fountain
objects, in which n = 2, 3, 4, ..., i.e. a natural number
greater than or equal to 2.

[0002] Such a garden arrangement is generally
known. In particular garden centres are experiencing an
increasing interest from the general public in all kinds of
garden ornaments and related articles. Said interest from
the general public results in particular from a growing
need that people feel to arrange the surroundings of their
houses, in particular the garden, in an attractive manner,
using ornaments such as artistic stone objects. Especial-
ly last few years there has been a growing interest in
garden fountains provided with decorative stones, for ex-
ample, as fountain objects, from which water spouts with
some force in a decorative manner.

[0003] The object of the invention is to provide an in-
expensive garden arrangement which meets the increas-
ing need of the public to arrange a garden in a decorative
manner, using fountain objects.

[0004] In order to accomplish that objective, a garden
arrangement of the kind referred to in the introduction is
according to the invention characterized in that the liquid
system comprises a plastic n-way cock for regulating the
liquid supply to the fountain objects, wherein n corre-
sponds to the number of fountain objects and conse-
quently equals 2, 3, ..., i.e. a natural number greater than
or equal to 2. Preferably, the n-way cock is capable of
regulating the liquid supply to each of the fountain objects
(independently of each other) in a continuously variable
manner, thus providing a practically infinite number of
possible variations in having the liquid (water) spout from
the fountain objects with a mutually varying force in a
decorative manner. In another preferred variant, the n-
way cock is capable of shutting off or opening the liquid
supply to each of the fountain objects (independently of
each other), so that the n-way cock in fact has two oper-
ating positions for each fountain object, viz. a (fully)
closed position, in which no liquid is being supplied, and
a (fully) open position, in which liquid (water) is allowed
to pass. The advantage of this is that a simple, reliable
and low-maintenance construction is obtained, in which
the fountain objects adorn a garden in an attractive man-
ner. The n-way cock can be operated manually or auto-
matically, usually electrically in the latter case. In another
preferred variant, an n-way cock operated by remote con-
trol is used. The advantage of using plastic material for
the n-way cock is that this makes it possible to manufac-
ture the cock in an inexpensive, simple and reliable man-
ner, using an injection-moulding technique.

[0005] In a garden arrangement according to the in-
vention, the liquid system is a closed liquid system. Such
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a liquid system in particular comprises a liquid reservoir
and a liquid pump, with the liquid pump being disposed
inside said liquid reservoir and the fountain objects being
disposed above said liquid reservoir.

[0006] In a garden arrangement according to the in-
vention, the n-way cock is mounted inside the liquid res-
ervoir. Preferably therein the control knobs of the n-way
cock extending outwards through corresponding holes
in a wall of the liquid reservoir. This makes the n-way
cock readily accessible from outside, whilst the n-way
cock itself is hardly visible from the outside, if at all, and
thus does not mar the ornamental character of the foun-
tain objects.

[0007] In another preferred embodiment of a garden
arrangement according to the invention, the fountain ob-
jects are substantially rectangular or circular. In particular
cube-shaped, beam-shaped or spherical fountain ob-
jects, possibly combined with each other in a garden, are
very decorative.

[0008] The invention will now be explained in more de-
tail with reference to the drawing, in which Figure 1 sche-
matically shows a preferred variant of a garden arrange-
ment according to the invention and in which Figure 2
separately shows the three-way cock of Figure 1 in per-
spective view.

[0009] Figure 1 schematically shows a water reservoir
1 in the form of a barrel, in which an electrically driven
water pump 2 and a three-way cock 3 are present. Three
decorative stone fountain objects 5, 6, 7 are present on
the cover 4 of the water reservoir 1, from which water
pumped up from the water reservoir 1 by the water pump
2 spouts in a manner which is pleasant to the eye. The
knobs 8 for controlling the valves present in the three-
way cock 3 extend through corresponding holes 9 in the
cover 4 of the water reservoir 1, so that they can easily
be operated from outside. It will be understood that the
system as shown forms a closed water circuit. The three-
way cock 3 makes it possible to have water spout from
the fountain objects 5, 6, 7 with mutually varying force,
which is done by varying the extent to which the control
knobs 8 of said three-way cock 3 are closed/opened. The
fact is that each control knob 8 of the three-way cock 3
corresponds to a fountain object 5, 6, 7. The three-way
cock 3 is made of plastic material, and it does not have
any slits or seams that will manifest themselves after
some time, via which water can leak out. The latter is of
major importance in order to ensure that the water circuit
remains a closed circuit indeed, and in order to ensure
that a constant water pressure is maintained.

[0010] Figure 2 relates to the three-way cock 3 of Fig-
ure 1, which is shown in perspective view in this figure,
with corresponding parts being indicated by the same
numerals. In order to fix the control knobs 8 in the holes
9, a clip or snap system is used, which system comprises
clip means 10 surrounding the control knobs 8.

[0011] The invention is not limited to the embodiments
as shown, but it also extends to other variants that fall
within the scope of the appended claims. Thus it will be
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apparent to a person skilled in the art that it is also pos-
sible to use "stand-alone" fountain objects instead of
fountain objects mounted on the water reservoir, whether
or not in combination with an open or a closed water
circuit.

Claims

A garden arrangement comprising n fountain objects
(5,6,7) to be placed in a garden, wherein n = 2, 3,
4, ..., as well as a liquid system for supplying liquid
to said fountain objects (5,6,7), the liquid system
comprises a n-way cock (3) having n exit ways for
regulating the liquid supply to the fountain objects
(5,6,7), wherein n = 2, 3, 4, ..., wherein the n-way
cock (3) is manually operable and capable of regu-
lating the liquid supply to each of the fountain objects
(5,6,7), independently of each other, in a continu-
ously variable manner, characterized in that the n-
way cock (3) is of plastic and operable by means of
a control knob (8) on the cock and acting on a cor-
responding valve in the cock (3) for each exit way
the liquid system forms a closed system, and the
liquid system comprises a reservoir (1) and a liquid
pump (2), wherein the liquid pump (2) and the cock
(3) are disposed inside the reservoir (1) and the foun-
tain objects (5,6,7) are disposed above the reservoir
(1), with each exit way connected to one of the foun-
tain objects.

A garden arrangement according to claim 1, wherein
the control knobs (8) of the n-way cock (3) extending
outwards through corresponding holes (9) in a wall
of the liquid reservoir (1).

A garden arrangement according to claim 1, or 2,
wherein the fountain objects (5, 6, 7) are at least
substantially rectangular or circular.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Anordnung flr einen Garten, die n Springbrunnen-
gegenstande (5, 6, 7) aufweist, die in einem Garten
anzuordnen sind, wobei n = 2, 3, 4, ... ist, und auch
ein Flissigkeitssystem, um Fllssigkeit zu den ge-
nannten Springbrunnenobjekten (5, 6, 7) zuzufih-
ren, wobei das FlUssigkeitssystem einen n-Wege-
Hahn (3) mit n Ausgangswegen zum Regulieren der
Flissigkeitszufuhr zu den Springbrunnengegen-
sténden (5, 6, 7) aufweist, wobei n = 2, 3, 4, ... ist,
wobei der n-Wege-Hahn (3) manuell betatigbar und
in der Lage ist, die Flussigkeitszufuhr zu jedem der
Springbrunnengegenstande (5, 6, 7) unabhangig
voneinander in einer kontinuierlich verdnderbaren
Weise zu regeln, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
der n-Wege-Hahn (3) aus Kunststoff besteht und mit-
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tels eines Steuerknopfs (8) auf dem Hahn betatigbar
ist, der auf ein entsprechendes Ventil in dem Hahn
(3) fiir jeden Ausgangsweg einwirkt, wobei das Flis-
sigkeitssystem ein geschlossenes System bildet,
und das Flussigkeitssystem einen Tank (1) und eine
Flussigkeitspumpe (2) aufweist, wobei die Flissig-
keitspumpe (2) und der Hahn (3) innerhalb des
Tanks (1) angeordnet sind und die Springbrunnen-
gegensténde (5, 6, 7) oberhalb des Tanks (1) ange-
ordnet sind, wobei jeder Ausgangsweg mit einem
der Springbrunnengegenstande verbunden ist.

Anordnung fiir einen Garten nach Anspruch 1, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass sich die Steuerkndp-
fe (8) des n-Wege-Hahns (3) nach auRen durch ent-
sprechende Lécher (9) in einer Wand des Flissig-
keitstanks (1) erstrecken.

Anordnung fir einen Garten nach Anspruch 1 oder
2, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Springbrun-
nengegenstande (5, 6, 7) zumindest im wesentli-
chen rechteckig oder kreisférmig sind.

Revendications

Dispositif pour jardin comprenant n objets (5, 6, 7)
de fontaine a placer dans unjardin,oun=2, 3,4, ...,
et un circuit de liquide permettant d’alimenter lesdits
objets (5, 6, 7) de fontaine en liquide, le circuit de
liquide comprenant un robinet (3) a n voies ayant n
voies de sortie pour réguler I'alimentation en liquide
des objets (5, 6, 7) de fontaine, oun =2, 3, 4, ...,
dans lequel le robinet (3) a n voies peut étre actionné
manuellement et est capable de réguler I'alimenta-
tion en liquide de chacun des objets (5, 6, 7) de fon-
taine, indépendamment les uns des autres, de ma-
niére variable et continue, caractérisé en ce que le
robinet (3) a n voies est en plastique et peut étre
actionné au moyen d’un bouton (8) de commande
sur le robinet et agissant sur une vanne correspon-
dante dans le robinet (3) pour chaque voie de sortie,
le circuit de liquide formant un circuit fermé, et le
circuit de liquide comprenant un réservoir (1) et une
pompe (2) a liquide, dans lequel la pompe (2) a li-
quide et le robinet (3) sont disposés a l'intérieur du
réservoir (1) et les objets (5, 6, 7) de fontaine sont
disposés au-dessus du réservoir (1), avec chaque
voie de sortie raccordée a l'un des objets de fontaine.

Dispositif pour jardin selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel les boutons (8) de commande du robinet (3)
a n voies s’étendent vers I'extérieur a travers des
trous correspondants (9) dans une paroi du réservoir
(1) de liquide.

Dispositif pour jardin selon la revendication 1 ou 2,
dans lequel les objets (5, 6, 7) de fontaine sont au
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moins sensiblement rectangulaires ou circulaires.
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