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[

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

[
[

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

1,2,5,6

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claim: 1

Infrared-sensitive image recording material comprising (a)
infrared absorber and (b) polymer to lower the dynamic
coefficient of friction to from 0.38 to 0.60.

2. claim: 2

Lithographic printing plate precursor having a recording
layer comprising (a) infrared absorber, (b) water-insoluble
and alkali-soluble resin, and (c) a polymer having a
structural unit represented by formula (IV) shown in claim

2.

3. claims: 3,4

Imaging material and lithographic printing plate precursor
having an infrared-sensitive recording layer comprising (a)
infrared absorber, (b) base polymer, and (c) a Tong-chain
alkyl group-containing polymer having a reduction rate of
coefficient of friction to the base polymer of from 0.5 to
0.97 and being a copolymer of a long-chain alkyl
group-containing monomer having six or more carbon atoms and
a hydrophilic monomer.

4. claims: 5, 6

Image recording material having a recording layer comprising
a long-chain alkyl group-containing polymer and an infrared
absorber, with fine protrusions comprising the long-chain
alkyl group-containing polymer being present on the surface
of the recording layer, together with a process for
producing the imaging material.
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