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(54) Flexible saddle tree

(57) Flexible saddle tree for horse riding saddles
constructed by two front and rear zones (3) and (5) re-
spectively, provided with grooves in their internal, trans-
versal zones in which the ends of two pairs of pieces (6)

made of leather are introduced, covering two metal
flanges on their internal zone, which are introduced at
the same time as the leather pieces, into the pieces (2)
and (4), the internal flanges being made of metal.
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Description

OBJECT OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present specification refers to a flexible
saddle tree for horse riding saddles the aim of which lies
in allowing the subsequent assembly of a horse riding
saddle on itself, the saddle tree having longitudinal and
transversal flexibility providing the saddle constructed
with this saddle tree with a substantially improved com-
fort for the rider, and also providing an improved adher-
ence between the rider and the horse.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] This invention has its application within the
saddlery industry or industries dedicated to the manu-
facturing of horse's saddles and harnesses and the like.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] US patent 2001/0005980 discloses a "Western
style saddle" formed by two identical pieces joined along
one of their long arms, each one of the pieces having a
sinusoidal perimeter and on the surface of its external
sides incorporating thick protectors fixed by means of
leather rivets so that the saddle formed by the described
pieces adapts to the surface of the horse's body.
[0004] Spanish patent application number
009900252 discloses a "Saddle tree for horse riding
saddles" formed by two warped nippers determined by
peripheral rods which can house a padding, a leading
bridge curved between both nippers to support the lead-
ing edge of the seat, a rear bridge curved between both
nippers, a detachable leading arch which can be housed
in a transversal passage of the leading edge of the seat
and some first means suitable for fitting the leading arch
to the saddle tree.
[0005] A "Riding saddle" with a remarkably lightened
structure is disclosed in European patent number
1081092.
[0006] German patent number 19924383 discloses a
"Horse riding saddle" provided with additional support
elements both in the front and back zones.
[0007] A "Horse riding saddle" whose parts are grad-
ually coupled to the central zone allowing an easy re-
placement, is disclosed by French patent application
number 9904659.
[0008] US patent number 6223509 discloses a "Rigid
saddle tree for riding saddles" formed by a leading part
of the bridge from which two longitudinal prolongations
originate separated by a wide opening, on which the as-
sembly of the elements of the saddle is carried out.
[0009] Austrian patent number 406767 discloses a
"Saddle bridge part" provided with light flexibility.
[0010] However, the applicant is unaware of the cur-
rent existence of an invention which configured as a flex-
ible saddle tree for horse riding saddles allows the piec-

es constituting a riding saddle subsequent to the assem-
bly of this saddle tree, to incorporate girths and counter
girths along with the edges of the upper skirt made of
leather and cotton batting which makes up the padding,
allowing a better adherence between rider and horse in
accordance with the longitudinal and transversal flexi-
bility provided by the invention described in this specifi-
cation.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0011] The flexible saddle tree for horse riding sad-
dles object of this invention is configured as an evident
novelty within its specific field of application incorporat-
ing a longitudinal and transversal flexibility when the
saddle is completely assembled.
[0012] More specifically, the flexible saddle tree for
horse riding saddles object of the invention consists of
two rigid pieces making up the front and rear zones
thereof, adopting the pieces the arched configuration,
with an arched vertical ledge and incorporating two si-
nusoidally shaped leather bands in the internal zones of
each of the pieces, which located on the right and left
side unite both parts having a metal flange inside the
leather parts, which stiffening of the joining provides the
riding saddle with longitudinal and transversal flexibility
once it has been assembled using this saddle tree.
[0013] The pieces arranged in the front and rear
zones are provided with the pertinent grooves for the
incorporation of two leather or skin bands into their sides
which by covering the flanges in their upward and down-
ward zones with other such metal bands and positioned
along the right left sides make up the saddle tree which
will be later provided with the pertinent padding, leather
and other elements needed for the construction of a sad-
dle.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014] To complete the description being given here
and with the object of providing a better understanding
of the features of the invention, this specification is ac-
companied as an integral part thereof by a set of draw-
ings in which for illustrative purposes and no limiting the
following has been represented:

Figure 1. - Shows a perspective view of the rear
zone object of the invention corresponding to a flex-
ible saddle tree for horse riding saddles.
Figure 2. - Again shows a perspective view of the
object shown in figure 1, seen from the opposite
side.
Figure 3. - Corresponds to a plan view of the object
shown in figures 1 and 2.
Figure 4. - Shows a new plan view of the object
shown in figure 3 seen from the opposite or down-
ward side.
Figure 5. - Finally shows an A-B view of the object
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shown in figure 3.

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

[0015] In the light of these drawings it can be seen
how the flexible saddle tree for horse riding saddles con-
sists of a main body (1) formed by a front piece (2) and
a rear piece (4), the front piece having an arched zone
(3) for its adaptation to the horse's body and the piece
(4) having a rear ledge (5) also to allow its adaptation to
the surface of the horse's body when the tree is covered
with the pertinent padding elements and external zone.
[0016] The pieces (2) and (4) are joined to each other
by means of two metal flanges covered by leather piec-
es (6) which cover their upper as well as their lower
zones, introducing the ends both of the covering pieces
(6) and the metal flanges, incorporated therein, in
grooves found in the pieces (2) and (4) in which they are
stiffened with the pertinent fastening elements.
[0017] Because of the incorporation of the two metal
flanges which unite the pieces (2) and (4) duly covered
by the leather pieces (6) on the upper and bottom zones,
when the riding saddle is finished this will have a longi-
tudinal and transversal flexibility which will provide the
rider with improved comfort while at the same time will
lead to a better conjunction between the rider and the
horse.
[0018] The invention may be adapted to any kind of
saddle due to the fact that only and exclusively the struc-
ture or saddle tree is configured.

Claims

1. Flexible saddle tree for horse riding saddles to be
subsequently provided with corresponding padding
and leather in its external zone, incorporating girths
and counter girths, characterised by being con-
structed by two pieces (2) and (4) of rigid material,
having curved ledges (3) and (5) in their front and
rear zones respectively, the pieces (2) and (4) being
provided in their internal zone with grooves in which
the ends of the two pairs of pieces (6) made of leath-
er are introduced, covering the upper and lower
zones of two metal flanges the ends of which are
also introduced in the grooves of pieces (2) and (4).

2. Flexible saddle tree for horse riding saddles in ac-
cordance with the first claim, characterised in that
the flanges covered by the two pairs of leather piec-
es (6) are flexible and made of metal.
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