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(54) Heat exchanger, in particular usable as a towel heater

(57) Heat exchanger(1) in particular usable as a
towel heater, comprising at least a bank (2, 3, 4, 5) of
tubular bodies (6) connected to at least a delivery man-
ifold (7) that feeds them with a heating fluid. The mani-
fold (7) is provided in its interior with at least a diffuser
conduit (8) to assure a substantially equal distribution of
the heating fluid inside the tubular bodies (6). The dif-
fuser conduit (8) has an outlet (9) originally inclined rel-
ative to a longitudinal axis of the diffuser conduit (8) it-
self.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a heat ex-
changer, in particular usable as a towel heater, compris-
ing at least a bank of tubular bodies connected to a de-
livery manifold that feeds them with a heating fluid. The
manifold is provided in its interior with a diffuser conduit,
in order to assure a substantially equal distribution of
the heating fluid inside the tubular bodies.
[0002] In the field of thermal and sanitary systems for
home use, heat exchangers are known for heating the
space and the laundry, constituted metal tubes tra-
versed by a heating fluid, generally hot water.
[0003] The heat transported by the fluid is transferred
to the metallic parts of the tubes and subsequently dis-
persed into the space and/or transferred to the laundry.
[0004] The quantity of the heat exchanged is a func-
tion of the temperature difference existing between the
heating fluid and the environment, of the nature of the
metal, of the motion of the fluid relative to the walls and
of the geometry and dimensions of the exchanger.
[0005] The time necessary for the heat exchanger to
reach the steady state temperature, as well as the en-
ergy efficiency of the exchanger itself, are an essential
factor for users' comfort and a determining one for en-
ergy conservation.
[0006] Generally, energy efficiency and the speed in
reaching the steady state temperature are very limited
in the heat exchangers currently available on the mar-
ket, due to the difficulty in causing a sufficiently turbulent
motion of the heating fluid.
[0007] An aim of the present invention is to eliminate
the aforesaid drawbacks making available a heat ex-
changer, in particular usable as a towel heater, with high
energy efficiency and able rapidly to reach steady state
temperature.
[0008] Another aim of the present invention is to pro-
pose a heat exchanger that is economical to produce
and can constitute a furnishing element.
[0009] Said aims are fully achieved by the heat ex-
changer of the present invention, which is characterised
by the content of the claims set out below and in partic-
ular in that the diffuser conduit has an outlet that is in-
clined relative to a longitudinal axis of the diffuser con-
duit itself.
[0010] This and other characteristics shall become
more readily apparent from the following description of
a preferred embodiment illustrated, purely by way of non
limiting example, in the accompanying drawing table, in
which:

- Figure 1 shows a global front view of a heat ex-
changer according to the invention;

- Figures 2 and 3 respectively show a lateral view and
a plan view, with some parts removed the better to
highlight others, of a detail of a delivery conduit with,
in its interior, a diffuser conduit for the heat exchang-
er shown in Figure 1.

[0011] With reference to the figures, the heat ex-
changer is globally indicated with the reference number
1 and is preferably made of steel and/or of copper and/
or of aluminium.
[0012] In the preferred embodiment, the exchanger 1
comprises four banks 2, 3, 4, 5 of tubular bodies 6 con-
nected to a delivery manifold 7 that feeds them with a
pressurised heating fluid, preferably hot water with a de-
livery pressure in the order to 10 bar. The manifold 7 is
provided in its interior with a diffuser conduit 8, in order
to assure a substantially equal distribution of the heating
fluid within the tubular bodies 6 of the various banks.
[0013] The diffuser conduit 8 has an outflow mouth or
outlet 9 originally inclined relative to a longitudinal axis
of the diffuser conduit itself. In the illustrated example,
the inclination of the outlet 9 is preferably between about
20° and 60° and the diffuser conduit 8 has a thickness
preferably between 0.5±0.2 millimetres and 2.5±0.2 mil-
limetres.
[0014] Inn the preferred embodiment, the diffuser
conduit 8 has a substantially circular cross section and
therefore the outlet 9, being inclined, assumes a sub-
stantially elliptical shape. The manifold 7, instead, has
a preferably elliptical cross section.
[0015] The diffuser conduit 8 develops inside the
manifold 7 for a sufficient length to assure the circulation
of the hot water in all the tubular bodies 6 of each bank.
The hot water flows in the diffuser 8 until arriving in cor-
respondence with the outlet 9, wherefrom it exits and
enters a terminal portion of the manifold 7, in such a way
as to flow in the tubular bodies 6 more distant from the
hot water inflow area. The presence of an inclined outlet
9 generates such a fluid dynamic field as to cause the
motion of the fluid to transition from laminar to turbulent,
thereby allowing a more effective heat exchange be-
tween the hot water and the walls of the tubular bodies 6.
[0016] In a second embodiment (not shown herein),
the diffuser conduit 8 has a substantially rectangular
cross section that maintains said shape, possibly only
more elongated, also in correspondence with the outlet
9.
[0017] In a third embodiment (not shown) herein, the
outlet 9, seen in a longitudinal plane parallel to the axis
of the diffuser conduit 8, has a double inclination and is
substantially shaped as an inverse V.
[0018] In a fourth embodiment (not shown), the outlet
9, seen in a longitudinal plane parallel to the axis of the
conduit, is substantially W shaped.
[0019] In the preferred embodiment, the four banks 2,
3, 4, 5 are constituted respectively by thirteen, ten, five
and five tubular bodies 6.
[0020] Lastly, the banks 2, 3, 4, 5 are connected to a
second manifold 10 for the return of the heating fluid.
[0021] The invention achieves important advantages.
[0022] First of all, such a heat exchanger, thanks to
the high degree of turbulence generated in the heating
fluid by the inclined outlet, has a high energy efficiency
and is able rapidly to reach the steady state tempera-
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ture.
[0023] Advantageously, the heat exchanger of the in-
vention is economical to produce and can constitute a
furnishing element.

Claims

1. Heat exchanger(1) in particular usable as a towel
heater, comprising at least a bank (2, 3, 4, 5) of tu-
bular bodies (6) connected to at least a delivery
manifold (7) that feeds them with a heating fluid,
said manifold (7) being provided in its interior with
at least a diffuser conduit (8) to assure a substan-
tially equal distribution of the heating fluid inside the
tubular bodies (6), characterised in that the diffus-
er conduit (8) has an outlet (9) inclined relative to a
longitudinal axis of the diffuser conduit (8) itself.

2. Heat exchanger as claimed in claim 1, character-
ised in that the inclination of the outlet (9) is be-
tween about 20° and 60° relative to the longitudinal
of the diffuser conduit (8).

3. Heat exchanger as claimed in claim 1, character-
ised in that the diffuser conduit (8) has a substan-
tially circular cross section.

4. Heat exchanger as claimed in claim 3, character-
ised in that the outlet (9) is elliptical.

5. Heat exchanger as claimed in claim 1, character-
ised in that the diffuser conduit (8) has a substan-
tially rectangular cross section.

6. Heat exchanger as claimed in claim 5, character-
ised in that the outlet (9) is rectangular.

7. Heat exchanger as claimed in claim 1, character-
ised in that the outlet (9) has a double inclination
and, seen in a longitudinal plane parallel to the axis
of the diffuser conduit (8), is substantially shaped
as an inverse V.

8. Heat exchanger as claimed in claim 1, character-
ised in that the outlet (9), seen in a longitudinal
plane parallel to the axis of the diffuser conduit (8),
is substantially shaped as a "W".

9. Heat exchanger as claimed in claim 1, character-
ised in that it comprises four banks (2, 3, 4, 5) hav-
ing respectively thirteen, ten, five and five tubular
bodies (6) each.

10. Heat exchanger as claimed in claim 1, character-
ised in that the delivery manifold (7) has a substan-
tially elliptical cross section.

11. Towel heater, characterised in that it is obtained
by means of a heat exchanger (1) as claimed in any
of the previous claims.
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