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Description

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a container for
fruit and vegetables.

[0002] In this particular field, it is known to use bags
made of netting to package non-delicate products, such
as citrus fruits, potatoes and onions.

[0003] Such bag can be enclosed within two mutually
opposite and connected bands made of laminated plas-
tics, which have the dual function of constituting a rein-
forcement for said bag and of decorating it, providing a
surface on which advertising, lettering or images can be
applied.

[0004] Known systems have shortcomings because,
as mentioned, the products that can be packaged with
such system necessarily must not be delicate, since
said bag provides no protection for its content against
impacts with the outside environment.

[0005] The aim of the present invention is to obviate
the cited shortcomings and to meet the cited needs, by
providing a container for fruit and vegetables that is suit-
able to contain delicate products, such as for example
apples and peaches, while ensuring their protection
against impacts.

[0006] An object of the present invention is to provide
a structure that is simple, relatively easy to provide in
practice, safe in use, effective in operation, and relative-
ly low in cost.

[0007] This aim and this object are achieved by the
container for fruit and vegetables according to the in-
vention that has the features set forth in the claims. Such
container comprises a bag enclosed between two lateral
reinforcement bands, characterized in that said lateral
bands are made of a material that is suitable to undergo
deformation upon application of pressure and are thick-
er than said bag.

[0008] Further features and advantages of the
present invention will become better apparent from the
detailed description of a preferred but not exclusive em-
bodiment of a container for fruit and vegetables accord-
ing to the invention, illustrated by way of non-limitative
example in the accompanying drawing, wherein:

Figure 1 is a side view of the container according to
the invention;

Figure 2 is an axonometric projection view of the
container according to the invention.

[0009] With reference to the figures, the reference nu-
meral 1 generally designates a container for fruit and
vegetables. The container comprises a bag of netting 2,
suitable to contain the fruit and vegetables 3, that is sur-
rounded by the lateral bands 4. Each one of said bands
4 is constituted by two films of plastic material, an outer
one 5 and an inner one 6, which delimit a plurality of air
cushions or volumes 7. The material for the film is se-
lected with physical-chemical properties (quality, struc-
ture and thickness) such as to allow a light, soft elastic
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yielding thereof when subjected to external pressure or
impacts, the pressure applied being further evenly dis-
tributed over large surfaces of the products it may wrap.
Each air cushion 7 is separated from the preceding one
and from the following one by way of heat-sealing lines
8, which join the outer plastic film 5 and the inner plastic
film 6. Said heat-sealing lines 8 delimit the air cushions
7 in an upward region and in a downward region. Said
cushions 7 can be enclosed laterally by means of similar
heat-seals or by providing the lateral bands starting from
a tubular element made of plastic film in which, in other
words, the outer surface 5 and the inner surface 6 are
parts of a single tube.

[0010] Below the container 1, a heat-sealing line 10
couples to each other the two lateral bands 4; a similar
heat-seal 11 couples the upper ends of the bands 4 and
the upper end of the bag of netting 2. A band 12 lies
above the heat-seal 11 and is delimited by heat-sealing
lines 13; holes 14 are formed in said band and constitute
the grip.

[0011] The advantages of the invention are evident:
any fruit or vegetable 3 placed inside the bag of netting
2 is protected by the lateral bands 4 against external
impacts thanks to the shock-absorbing function per-
formed by the air cushions that fit out said bands 4.
[0012] The invention thus conceived is susceptible of
numerous modifications and variations, all of which are
within the scope of the appended claims. In particular,
the bands can be constituted by soft material with elastic
yielding and made of natural or synthetic fibers or by
sponge-like material made of expanded polymers
adapted to contain foodstuff.

[0013] The disclosures in Italian Utility Model Applica-
tion No. B02002U000050 from which this application
claims priority are incorporated herein by reference.
[0014] Where technical features mentioned in any
claim are followed by reference signs, those reference
signs have been included for the sole purpose of in-
creasing the intelligibility of the claims and accordingly
such reference signs do not have any limiting effect on
the interpretation of each element identified by way of
example by such reference signs.

Claims

1. A container for fruit and vegetables, comprising a
bag (2) enclosed between two lateral reinforcement
bands, characterized in that said lateral bands (4)
are made of a material that is selected with physical-
chemical properties such as to provide soft yielding
thereof upon application of external pressure, and
so as to distribute said pressure over large surfaces
of the contained fruit and vegetables (3).

2. The container according to claim 1, characterized
in that said material suitable to yield softly upon ap-
plication of external pressure surrounds said bag
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(2) completely.

The container according to claim 1, characterized
in that said material is a band (4) of air cushions (7).

The container according to claim 3, characterized
in that said band (4) of air cushions (7) is provided
by using heat-sealable polymeric films.

The container according to claim 1, characterized
in that said material is a band of soft material.

The container according to claim 5, characterized
in that said band of soft material is made of natural
or synthetic fibers.

The container according to claim 1, characterized
in that said material is a band made of sponge-like
material.

The container according to claim 7, characterized
in that said band of sponge-like material is made
of expanded polymers.

The container according to claim 1, characterized
in that said bag (2) enclosed between the bands is
a net made of plastic material.

The container according to claim 1, characterized
in that said lateral bands (4) are joined by heat-
seals (10, 11) and said bag (2) is also rigidly coupled
to them internally by way of said heat-seals.

The container according to claim 1, characterized
in that said container (1) is closed by means of two
spaced heat-sealing lines (11, 13).

The container according to claim 11, characterized
in that said heat-sealing lines form a band (12) in
which through holes (14) are provided, constituting

a grip.
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