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(54) Dot gain calibration method and apparatus

(57) A dot gain calibration system which calculates
a tone reproduction curve based on measured current
printing parameters. A method for providing in use esti-
mation of dot gain in digital printing using digital printing
plates, the method comprising: applying to a digital print-
ing plate a calibration strip, the strip comprising at least
one set of patches, each patch comprising a plurality of
dots at a predetermined gray level within said dynamic

range, gray levels of said set of patches being distribut-
ed over said dynamic range, printing from said calibra-
tion strip under a current set of printing conditions,
measuring intensities of said printing, and interpolating
from said measurements to generate a curve of dot gain
over said dynamic range. The curve can then be used
to compensate. When moving to a different set of print-
ing conditions, a single test print is then carried out and
a new dot gain estimation is available.
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