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(54)  Scalable architecture for an access node

(57) A scalable architecture for use with an access
node terminal disposed in an access network portion. A
point-to-point, high-speed communication link provided
between two adjacent banks of the access node logical-
ly interconnects a plurality of banks in a linear stack,
thereby creating a stackplane hierarchy for local traffic.
All interbank communications (i.e., traffic internal to the
access node, such as data, inter-processor messaging,
timing and synchronization) are carried on the stack-
plane using modified SONET carrier frames. The pay-
load portion of the frames is mapped to hold different
types of data and the overhead portion includes stack-
plane control and management information.
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