
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

Europäisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

(19)

E
P

1 
38

2 
26

4
A

1
*EP001382264A1*
(11) EP 1 382 264 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication:
21.01.2004 Bulletin 2004/04

(21) Application number: 03016097.2

(22) Date of filing: 16.07.2003

(51) Int Cl.7: A24C 5/42, A24F 17/00

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR
HU IE IT LI LU MC NL PT RO SE SI SK TR
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK

(30) Priority: 19.07.2002 IT PD20020198

(71) Applicants:
• Guidolin, Manuela

35 134 Padova (IT)
• Zabeo, Gianpaolo

35123 Padova (IT)

(72) Inventors:
• Guidolin, Manuela

35 134 Padova (IT)
• Zabeo, Gianpaolo

35123 Padova (IT)

(74) Representative: Gustorf, Gerhard, Dipl.-Ing.
Patentanwalt,
Bachstrasse 6 A
84036 Landshut (DE)

(54) Folding equipped flat surface for preparing cigarettes

(57) The invention is a Kit for preparing cigarettes,
comprising a flat work surface with raised edge (B), with
an arched shape (Ba), ending on the front side in corre-

spondence with a bottom retractable shelf (R), inserted
into the thickness of the flat work surface, with a suitable
shape for holding a paper. The Kit includes a cover with
spaces arranged to contain various accessories.
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Description

[0001] This patent concerns smokers' accessories
and items and, in particular, cigarette preparation devic-
es.
[0002] Presently, cigarettes are sold as pre-packaged
packs and the user can choose among various varieties
of cigarettes packaged with different varieties of tobacco
during the production process.
[0003] Some users prefer to prepare cigarettes them-
selves, blending, according to specific proportions, dif-
ferent varieties of tobacco sold in single packs contain-
ing pre-cut tobacco. Loose tobacco must be shaken to
separate the various strips that are compacted during
the vacuum packing operation.
[0004] Airtight and/or controlled-humidity containers
are known, which users can utilise to contain the tobac-
co or the tobacco blend.
[0005] Mechanisms to prepare cigarettes are known,
in which tobacco or tobacco blends can be inserted
along with the paper and the filter, if any.
[0006] In any event, the user must carry the various
objects (container or envelope with tobacco, papers, fil-
ters, pressers, lighter, and so on) in various pockets or
in a bag at the risk of losing each of those objects, of
not being able to find them or, in any case, of having to
remove them from the various positions in which they
were placed.
[0007] If the user, at any time, wants to blend different
varieties of tobacco, it will be difficult for him to find a
suitable surface on which to blend the tobacco (after
having cut up the tobacco leaves) and to place the var-
ious objects needed.
[0008] In any case, the biggest problem is being able
to blend and/or aerate the tobacco and to transfer it to
the paper that will be wrapped around it to make a cig-
arette.
[0009] The subject of this patent is a folding equipped
flat surface for preparing cigarettes.
[0010] The purpose of the new folding equipped flat
surface for preparing cigarettes is to make it easier to
blend and/or loosen the tobacco.
[0011] Another purpose of the new equipped flat sur-
face for preparing cigarettes is to make it easier to trans-
fer the tobacco to the paper that will be wrapped around
it to make a cigarette.
[0012] Another purpose of the new equipped flat sur-
face for preparing cigarettes is to contain the tobacco to
be blended, loosened and prepared to make cigarettes.
[0013] Another purpose of the new equipped flat sur-
face for preparing cigarettes is to contain the various
accessories and objects needed and/or useful for pre-
paring cigarettes.
[0014] These and other, direct and complementary
purposes have been achieved through the implementa-
tion of a new equipped flat surface for preparing ciga-
rettes, comprising a flat work surface with arched retain-
ing edge, open on its front side, a retractable shelf in the

thickness of the flat work surface, and a cover with com-
partments and housings for accessories, tools and var-
ious objects.
[0015] The flat work surface makes it easier to cut,
loosen and blend the tobacco. The arched retaining
edge of the flat work surface is used to hold the tobacco
being worked and to transfer it toward a precise point of
the front edge of the flat work surface, in correspond-
ence with the retractable shelf.
[0016] The retractable shelf can be preferably extract-
ed from the front edge of the flat work surface, and pref-
erably at one end of the arched edge. This retractable
shelf supports the paper so that the tobacco falls prop-
erly from the flat work surface onto the paper.
[0017] The features of the new folding equipped flat
surface for preparing cigarettes will be more clearly de-
fined in the following description of one among many
possible applications of the invention, with reference to
the attached drawing.
[0018] Figure 1 provides an axonometric view of the
new equipped flat surface in the open position.
[0019] The new equipped flat surface for preparing
cigarettes includes a flat work surface (L) with vertical
arched retaining edge (B) open on the front side of said
flat work surface (L), a retractable shelf (R) in the thick-
ness of the flat work surface (L), and a cover (C) with
compartments and housings (Ca) for accessories, tools
and various objects.
[0020] The flat work surface (L) is a surface that, on
the top face (Ls), has an arched raised edge (B) extend-
ing on three contiguous sides of the flat work surface
(L). In particular, said arched raised edge (B) retains, on
three contiguous sides, what is placed or present on the
top face (Ls) of the flat work surface (L), while the fourth
side, preferably one of the two longer sides and subse-
quently called the front side (Lf), remains preferably
without any edge or retaining part.
[0021] Said arched raised edge (B) can consist of one
or more arc segments and specifically consists, on one
side adjacent to the front side (Lf), of an arc with a large
radius (Ba) terminating on the front side (Lf) of the flat
work surface (L), subsequently called the discharge
edge (Ba).
[0022] In the portions of the flat work surface (L) in-
cluded between the arched raised edge (B) and the side
opposite the front side (Lf), there may be one or more
holes or vertical seats (Lo) suitable for holding previous-
ly prepared cigarettes or a support for the cover (C).
[0023] The retractable shelf (R) is housed on the front
side (Lf) of the flat work surface (L), has the same thick-
ness as the flat surface (L) and is positioned in corre-
spondece of the discharge edge (Ba).
[0024] The dimensions of the retractable shelf (R) al-
low it to hold a paper; some recesses (Ri) may be
present on the sliding side edges, to make it easier for
the user to position, arrange and take the paper from
the retractable shelf (R) itself.
[0025] It is preferred for the height of the housing (Lr)
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in the flat work surface (L) of the retractable shelf (R) to
be greater than that of said retractable shelf (R), so that
the retractable shelf (R) can be closed even if a paper
or a knife is resting on it.
[0026] The cover (C) is hinged on the side of the flat
work surface (L) opposite the front side (Lf).
[0027] Said cover (C), on the external edges where
the hinge connecting it to the flat work surface is not
present (L), has projections (Cr) that are used to connect
said cover (C) with the flat work surface (L) and the rel-
ative raised edge (B) when said cover (C) is closed on
the flat work surface (L).
[0028] The inner face of the cover (C) can be expedi-
ently divided by means of partitions (Cs) into compart-
ments and housings (Ca) suitable to contain accesso-
ries, tools and various objects.
[0029] A closing element (Cc) suitable for engaging a
special projection (Lc) located on the front side (Lf) of
the flat work surface (L) and to keep the cover closed
on said flat work surface (L) is hinged to the edge of the
cover (C) on the front side (Lf) of the flat work surface
(L). Furthermore, the shape of the closing element (Cc)
prevents the retractable shelf (R) from opening as long
as the cover (C) is closed on the flat work surface (L)
(Figure 2).
[0030] The new equipped flat surface for preparing
cigarettes as previously described has some important
advantages.
[0031] The flat work surface (L) can be used to blend,
loosen and prepare tobacco.
[0032] The retractable shelf (R) can be used to keep
a paper in position on the front side (Lf) of the flat work
surface (L) without having to hold it with the hands.
[0033] The arched raised edge (B) retains the tobacco
placed on the surface (Ls) of the flat work surface (L)
and its terminal portion, i.e. the discharge edge (Ba),
can be used to guide the tobacco positioned on the top
surface (Ls) of the flat work surface (L) exactly onto the
retractable shelf (R) and onto the paper resting on it.
[0034] Thanks to the compartments and housings
(Ca) on the cover (C), the various objects, tools and in-
struments necessary and useful for preparing ciga-
rettes, such as a lighter, a knife, filters, papers, scissors,
etc., as well as the necessary varieties of tobacco for
preparing cigarettes, are always available.
[0035] Therefore, with reference to the above descrip-
tion and to the attached drawings, the following claims
are put forth.

Claims

1. Flat surface for preparing cigarettes, characterized
in that it comprises a flat work surface (L) equipped,
on its top face (Ls), with a raised edge (B) so as to
circumscribe a portion of said top face (Ls), and
wherein said raised edge (B) has at least one
arched portion (Ba) on the front side (Lf) that is open

and without a raised edge (B).

2. Flat surface for preparing cigarettes according to
claim 1, characterized in that it is equipped with a
retractable shelf (R), having the same thickness as
the flat work surface (L), in correspondence with the
open part without the raised edge (B) and with the
terminal part of the arched portion (Ba), and where-
in said retractable shelf (R) has a shape and a hous-
ing (Lr) in the flat work surface (L) that are suitable
for holding a paper.

3. Flat surface for preparing cigarettes according to
claims 1 and 2, characterized in that it is equipped
with a cover (C) hinged to one edge of the flat work
surface (L), and wherein the cover (C) has, on the
edge of the cover (C) corresponding to the front side
(Lf) of the flat work surface (L), a closing element
(Cc) suitable for engaging a special projection (Lc)
on the front side (Lf) of the flat work surface (L) and
for keeping said cover closed (C) on said flat work
surface (L), and wherein the shape of said closing
element (Cc) is such as to prevent the retractable
shelf (R) from opening as long as the cover (C) is
closed on the flat work surface (L).

4. Flat surface for preparing cigarettes according to
claims 1, 2 and 3, characterized in that the cover
(C), on its internal face, has partitions (Cs) suitable
for creating compartments and housings (Ca) so as
to contain accessories, tools and various objects.

5. Flat surface for preparing cigarettes according to
claims 1, 2 and 3, characterized in that the flat
work surface (L) has, in the portions between the
raised edge (B) and the side opposite the front side
(Lf), one or more holes or vertical seats (Lo) suitable
for holding previously prepared cigarettes or a sup-
port for the cover (C).
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