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(54) Fast digital channel changing

(57) Fast channel changing in digital-television-
based entertainment networks can be implemented, for
example, by electing to tune to channels at opportune
tuning times. In an exemplary implementation, a method
includes: receiving a channel change request that indi-
cates a requested new channel from a client device; pre-
paring a broadcast video data stream of the requested
new channel that is offset in time behind a current broad-
cast time for broadcast video data of the requested new
channel; and streaming the broadcast video data
stream responsive to the channel change request. In an-
other exemplary implementation, a system includes: a
storage device (408A) that retains broadcast video data
(410) for multiple channels; a video data extractor (416)
that accesses the retained broadcast video data and re-
trieves an intra frame of broadcast video data that is in
the past for a requested channel; and a video data dis-
tributor (418) that transmits the retrieved intra frame of
broadcast video data.
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