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(54) System for releasably locking, holding or fixing flexible and/or flat items

(57)  The present invention relates to a system for
releasably locking, holding and/or fixing flexible and/or
sheet-like and/or flat parts, materials or items which
comprises a strip the surface of which is located spaced
apart from a base plate, and which has at least one hol-
low portion or indentation at least at one of its edges;
and also a flexible resilient clip for releasably gripping
or clamping, wherein said clip comprises a segment
which is, at least in part, essentially aligned, to an edge
of the spaced apart portion of the strip or strip-like por-

tion, said segment comprises at least one tip or flexible
rim adapted to be snapped behind the spaced apart por-
tion. The presentinvention further relates to a container,
in particular a waste bin container (1) or a bag holder
device, adapted to be lined with at least one flexible bag,
comprising a peripheral portion which comprises a rim
(5) having at least partially a U-shaped form, which is
accessible from beneath, in particular by at least one tip
or flexible rim (13) or edge of the clip, thereby adapted
to be snapped behind the U-shaped rim, thereby fixating
said flexible bag.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a system for
releasably locking, holding or fixing flexible and/or
sheet-like and/or flat parts, materials or items, and in
particular to a container comprising said system.
[0002] In order to temporarily fix flexible or flat items
to, for example, machines, e.g. as a cover sheet, quite
a few methods and devices exist. However, these de-
vices frequently require a lot assembly effort, consist of
many individual components, and their use often is not
self-explanatory, even if these devices are employed
with articles which are in wide-spread use. For example,
waste bin containers are common articles which are
widely used not only in residential households but also
in the non-residential sector. In order to allow refuse to
be recycled the sorting and storing of refuse of various
types becomes more and more important. In residential
households, for example, plastic, metal, glass, paper
and organic refuse are separated for recycling purpos-
es. To facilitate the handling of various types of refuse
in households, special refuse bins have been designed
comprising for example multiple bins in one container
or area thereby trying to minimize the space occupied
by a multitude of waste bins or containers. Most often,
irrespective of the type of container or waste bin used,
flexible bags are applied to form an inner liner for the
container. With the use of refuse bags the replacement
of refuse is alleviated. For example, in case of organic
refuse the container usually has to be cleaned each time
it is emptied. Also, it is much easier to collect waste like
for example metal or plastic for recycling purposes when
using a bag with the container. For most purposes there
are now available bags which correspond in size to a
respective container size. However, in daily use it still
happens quite frequently that the size of the bag at hand
is not well suited for the size of the container. But even
if the size of the bag corresponds well to the size of the
container, the edges of the bag although being placed
over the rim of the container in the beginning are fre-
quently pulled down during use, i.e. when refuse is
placed within the container. This can be due to the
weight of the refuse which pulls the walls of the bag
downwards. Also, even if the upper open edge of a bag
is draped properly around the rim of a container the bag
can become replaced during use. As a consequence,
refuse can slide between the inner wall of the container
and the outer wall of the flexible bag, thereby narrowing
the opening of the bag and spoiling the waste bin.
[0003] According to U.S. 5,765,613 the above prob-
lems are overcome by using a bag engagement system
which includes a circular base member formed of two
base half members which are coincident with the size
and shape of the circular peripheral portion of the bin.
In addition, a releasable clamp is located at the mid-
point of the base half member for releasable attachment
to the peripheral portion of the bin. The base half mem-
bers comprise at their opposite end rod-like U-shaped
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backholding elements. Although the clamp device ac-
cording to U.S. 5,765,613 may affix a flexible bag in a
container rather reliably it consists of a multitude of in-
dividual elements and is rather tedious to apply. Also,
due to its many components it is rather expensive and
not well suited to be applied to containers used for
household purposes.

[0004] As describedin U.S. 5,704,496 a flexible plas-
tic bag can be secured in place inside a container by
use of individual, substantially U-shaped clips. These
clips are designed to slip over the edge of the container
and to adhere to said edge. As the clip is of a predeter-
mined shape and size it only guarantees the fixture of
flexible bags to such containers the edges of which cor-
respond in size to the size of the clips. In case the clip
is too big for the container it cannot be used to engage
the bag properly. If the size of the clip is too small it may
break when being placed on the edge of the container.
Another disadvantage which comes along with the use
of individual clips is that once being replaced they might
very easily get lost.

[0005] Therefore, it is an object of the present inven-
tion to provide a fixation means which is easy and reli-
able to apply in a multitude of different fixing situations,
and which can in particular be used, for example, with
every existing container shape and size, and which is
nevertheless easy to manufacture and also inexpen-
sive. In general, it is an object of the present invention
to provide a container which is adapted to take up a flex-
ible bag whereby the bag can be easily and reliably fas-
tened to the container so that its opening will retain its
shape during use, and without any of the drawbacks
from the above mentioned embodiments.

[0006] This object is achieved by a system, in partic-
ular a bag clip device, for releasably locking, holding
and/or fixing flexible and/or sheet-like and/or flat parts,
materials or items comprising a strip or a strip-like por-
tion the surface of which is located spaced apart from a
base plate or a base plate portion, and which has at least
one hollow portion or indentation at least at one of its
edges; and also a flexible resilient clip for releasably
gripping or clamping, in particular an edge portion of, a
flexible and/or sheet-like and/or flat part, material or item
by interacting with the hollow portion or indentation of
said strip, wherein the clip is located adjacent to or at
the strip, and is in particular fixedly secured to the strip
and/or to the outer surface of the base, said clip com-
prising a segment which is, at least in part, essentially
aligned, in particular in parallel, to an edge of the spaced
apart portion of the strip or strip-like portion, in particular
when not engaged, said segment comprises atleast one
tip or flexible rim adapted to be snapped behind the edge
of the spaced apart portion of the strip or strip-like por-
tion which comprises the hollow portion or indentation.
Thereby the system according to the invention is adapt-
ed to fixate, lock and/or hold, in particular an edge por-
tion of, a flexible and/or sheet-like and/or flat part, ma-
terial or item.
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[0007] The strip or strip-like portion is usually at least
in one of its parts secured or fastened to or integrated
into the underlying base plate. Preferably, the strip is
connected to the base plate at two opposite sides leav-
ing in between a portion which is spaced apart from the
base plate and which comprises the hollow portion or
indentation. In a preferred embodiment at least one part
of the clip is fastened to the base plate or to the strip.
Another part of the clip is then aligned to the spaced
apart portion of the strip so that a tip which is located in
particular on the edge of the clip portion adjacent to the
spaced apart portion of the strip can be snapped under
the strip where it has its hollow portion or indentation,
when the clip is pushed towards the base plate. There
is therefore usually an overlap between the tip or edge
of the clip and the strip or rim, so that external force is
needed to push the tip or edge of the clip into the hollow
portion or indentation of the strip or rim or behind the
rim. As the clip or edge of the clip and the strip or rim
are usually of a more or less resilient nature the tip or
edge will keep the clip in the snapped in mode as long
as no external force is applied. Accordingly, by adjusting
the rigidity of the tip or edge of the clip and/or of the strip
or rim a reversibly lockable fixation means can be ob-
tained.

[0008] Inanother preferred embodiment, between the
surface of the strip or strip-like portion and the base
plate there are at least two consecutive hollow portions
or indentations between the surface of the strip or strip-
like portion and the base plate which are both adapted
to interact with the tip or flexible rim of the clip thereby
allowing to fixate the clip with varying degrees of tight-
ness. For example, two, three or more essentially par-
allel plates can be placed adjacent to each other be-
tween the base plate and the surface of the strip or strip-
like portion leaving sufficient space between each plate
or wall for the tip or flexible rim or edge of the clip to be
snapped in.

[0009] In general, systems for releasably locking,
holding or fixing flexible and/or sheet- like and/or flat
parts, materials or items can be used, for example, as
a fixture or fixing means in or with containers, in partic-
ular waste bin containers or bag holder devices, as a
locking means on casings, as a label holder, as a pa-
perclip, as a shutoff device for tubes, as a, in particular
integrated, closure for boxes with lids, as an attachment
device for labels or ring ropes, as a plant clip, as an au-
tomotive clip for the fixation of interior parts like clothing,
cable or harnesses and the like, or as a clip for fixing
nets, in particular sport nets.

[0010] Accordingly, in a preferred embodiment a con-
tainer, in particular a waste bin container or bag holder
devices, has been found which comprises at least one
system as described above. The shape and the size of
the container is generally not critical as long as at least
one bag or flexible item can be placed inside such a con-
tainer.

[0011] In one embodiment according to the invention
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acontainer, in particular waste bin container or bag hold-
er devices, adapted to be lined with at least one flexible
bag, comprising a peripheral portion; at least one strip
or strip-like portion the surface of which or which is at
least in one part spaced apart from the, in particular out-
er, wall of said container and at least another part of
which is fixedly fastened to said container, the spaced
apart portion of the strip or strip-like portion being
aligned at least in part, in particular essentially parallel,
to the surface of the container, and being located in par-
ticular at or adjacent to the peripheral portion; and a flex-
ible resilient clip for releasably gripping an edge portion
of a flexible bag by interacting with the strip, wherein the
clip is located essentially adjacent to the strip, and is in
particular, at least in one portion, fixedly secured to the
strip and/or to the outer wall of the container, said clip
comprising a segment which is essentially aligned, at
least in part, in particular in parallel, to one edge of the
spaced apart portion of the strip or strip-like portion, in
particular when not engaged, which segment comprises
at least one tip or flexible rim adapted to be snapped
behind the spaced apart portion of the strip thereby
adapted to releasably fixate the clip in a locked position.
[0012] The strip or strip-like portion can have different
sizes and shapes. In one embodiment the strip is of rec-
tangular shape. At least one edge of the strip is spaced
apart from the underlying surface of the container so that
the tip or rim of the clip can snap under the strip to fixate
a flat and/or flexible item. The clip is located essentially
adjacent to the strip so that at least the edge of a part
of the clip can be brought in close contact with an edge
of the spaced apart portion of the strip allowing the tip
or flexible rim or edge to lie above the surface the strip
when not snapped in and to lie below said surface when
in the snapped in mode.

[0013] The resilient flexible clip preferably is made
from a material which can be subjected to a multitude
of in particular back and forth movements relative to a
position when no external force is applied without break-
ing or becoming brittle. The tip, preferably located at the
edge of the clip which is adjacent to the strip, usually is
of the same material as the clip. The tip usually is that
resilient that if in the snapped in position inside the strip,
it can only be released with the aid of external force. The
flexible rim or edge of the clip is in general less resilient
than the tip in order to be snapped behind the strip. But
as the flexible edge or rim is longer in dimension than
the tip it is still able to keep the clip in the snapped in
position. The rim or the strip or strip-like portion can also
be flexible and resilient, but can also be rigid as long as
it allows for the tip or edge of a clip to be temporarily
placed in a snapped in position. Accordingly, also the tip
or edge of the clip can also be rather rigid as long as the
rim or strip allow for a temporary fixation. The strip and
the clip can be placed inside as well as, preferably, out-
side the container.

[0014] The peripheral portion of a container compris-
es, for example, the opening of the container, its rim and
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also a portion adjacent to the circumference of the open-
ing. The strip is preferably located in the area of the pe-
ripheral portion and can form the rim or a part of the rim
of a container.

[0015] Therefore, the presentinvention also provides
acontainer, in particular waste bin container or bag hold-
er devices, adapted to be lined with at least one flexible
bag, comprising a peripheral portion which comprises a
rim at least one part of which has at least one hollow
part or indentation, in particular on the outer wall, which
in particular is accessible from beneath; a flexible resil-
ient clip for releasably gripping an edge portion of a flex-
ible bag by interacting with the hollow part or indenta-
tion, wherein the clip is located, and in particular, at least
with one portion, fixedly secured essentially adjacent to
that part of the rim having a hollow part or indentation,
in particular to the rim itself or to the outer wall of the
container, said clip comprising a segment which is es-
sentially aligned, at least in part, in particular in parallel,
to said part of the rim having a hollow portion or inden-
tation, in particular when not engaged, which segment
of the clip comprises at least one tip or flexible rim adapt-
ed to be snapped behind the hollow portion or indenta-
tion of the rim of the container for releasably fixating the
clip in a locked position.

[0016] In one preferred embodiment the rim of the
container comprises at least partially a U-shaped form,
which is accessible from beneath, in particular by at
least one tip or flexible rim or edge of the clip adapted
to be snapped behind the U-shaped rim thereby fixating,
for example, the edge portion of a flexible bag. In gen-
eral, containers made by injection molding are usually
well suited to be provided with a U-shaped rim. For the
purpose of the present invention also only a portion of
the rim can be U-shaped. A suitable U-shaped rim or
rim portion also comprises those embodiments in which
the rim is filled with material as long as there is a hollow
portion or an indentation which can interact with the tip
or flexible edge of the clip. Accordingly, the term U-
shaped not only comprises rims which exhibit the form
of a "U", but also all deviations which come close to or
are similar to this form. For example, the upper part of
the U-shaped rim can be curved, but as well comprise
flat portions and also edges, as long as it comprises a
hollow portion or indentation which can interact with the
tip or flexible edge or rim of the clip.

[0017] Itis especially preferred when the strip and/or
the clip is an integral part of the container. The manu-
facture as well as the handling of the container can be
facilitated when the strip and the clip are part of the con-
tainer. Especially, when applying molding techniques for
the manufacture of the container according to the inven-
tion only a single manufacturing step is required.
[0018] Thus, in another embodiment of the presentin-
vention the container and/or the clip are made from plas-
tic. Preferably, thermoplastic polymers, in particular im-
pact modified thermoplastic polymers are employed.
The flexible edge of the clip can be made, for example,
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from a more elastomeric plastic.

[0019] The present invention further provides a con-
tainer wherein the tip is located at or close to the terminal
part of that segment of the clip which is essentially
aligned, at least in part, in particular in parallel, to the
rim, in particular when not engaged, thereby being fur-
thest apart from that portion of the clip which is fixedly
secured to the wall of said container.

[0020] Containers according to the present invention
can be used as, for example, a pedal bin, a duo pedal
bin, a tri pedal bin, or a freestanding bag holder device.
[0021] Preferably, said container is essentially made
from at least one polymeric material, in particular from
polyethylene or polypropylene.

[0022] Provisions may be made that said container is
adapted to be produced by a moulding technique, in par-
ticular by injection moulding.

[0023] In one especially preferred embodiment the
clip and/or the strip is or are, respectively, fastened to
or integrated into the container, in particular at an edge
of or adjacent to an edge of said container or container
wall.

[0024] In another preferred embodiment, the clip and/
or strips is or are, respectively, fastened to or integrated
into the container at, in particular essentially perpendic-
ular to, a parting line.

[0025] Further a containeris preferred which compris-
es at least one grip or a, in particular flat, edge which is
mounted, in particular essentially perpendicular, to the
outer surface of the segment of the clip and/or the strip,
which is essentially aligned, at least in part, in particular
in parallel, to the rim or to the edge of the spaced apart
portion of the strip or strip-like portion, in particular when
not engaged; or to that portion of the clip which joins
said segment with that portion of the clip which is fixedly
secured to the wall of said container. With a grip ele-
ment, edge or handle which is projecting from the sur-
face of the clip, i.e. from those portions of the clip which
are not fastened to or part of the container and are there-
fore moveable, the handling of the clip can be facilitated,
making the clip accessible without any problems.
[0026] The container according to the present inven-
tion provides an inexpensive, reliable, tight-fit solution
for holding a bag in a container, especially a waste bin
container. With the containers and holding or fixing sys-
tems according to the presentinvention there is no need
for employing additional components like complete in-
ner rings or latch-link type fixtures. The fixture used ac-
cording to the present invention can rather be anintegral
part of, for example, a container. As a further advantage
of the present invention it has to be noted that the man-
ufacture of the containers or clip solution according to
the invention is rather simple and inexpensive, especial-
ly if the container and the clip are made from plastic. In
this case, the entire system can be made in one step,
e.g. by injection moulding. Further, the fixing system ac-
cording to the present invention can be used with any
size and shape, does not afford any assembling labor
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and is very easy to handle.

[0027] The invention, together with further objects
and advantages, may be best understood with refer-
ence to the following description taking together with the
accompanying drawings, in which

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a section of a waste
bin container comprising a bag clip according
to the invention;

is a schematic bottom view of a section of a
rim section of a waste bin container according
to Fig. 1;

is a perspective view of a section of a waste
bin container as in Fig. 1 with the bag clip in
the engaged position;

is a schematic bottom view of a section of a
rim section of a waste bin container as in Fig. 3;
is a perspective view of a section of a waste
bin container with a bag inserted behind the
bag clip, not being in the engaged position;

is a perspective view of a section of a waste
bin container with a bag inserted behind the
bag clip, being in the engaged position;

is a perspective view of a section of another
embodiment of a waste bin container compris-
ing a bag clip according to the invention.

Fig. 2

Fig. 3

Fig. 4

Fig. 5

Fig. 6

Fig. 7

[0028] In Fig. 1 a section of a waste bin container 1
according to a first embodiment of the present invention
is illustrated which comprises a bag clip 3 positioned just
beneath a U-shaped rim 5 of the container 1. The U-
shaped rim is part of the peripheral portion 2 of the con-
tainer. The clip 3 comprises a segment or wall portion 7
which is aligned essentially parallel to the surface of the
underlying waste bin container 1. Another portion 9 of
the clip 3 is fastened to the rim 5 of the container 1. At
least that part of the clip 3 which is not part of the portion
9 of the clip, especially that segment 8 which joins seg-
ments 7 and 9 and/or segment 7 of clip 3 is or are of
flexible resilient nature. At the upper rim or edge 11 of
the clip 3 a tip 13 is placed which can take up at least
two distinct positions, one is inside the U-shaped rim 5,
as depicted in Fig. 1, another outside said rim 5 as indi-
cated by the arrows in Fig. 1. The rim 5 thus comprises,
at least where tip 13 can be snapped under the lower
edge 23 of rim 5, a hollow part or indentation 6. The
upper edge 11 is essentially aligned in parallel to the
lower edge 23 of the U-shaped rim 5 so that it can be
moved to and fro the container wall 15 without obstruct-
ing the lower edge 23 of the U-shaped rim 5. As shown
in the embodiment of Fig. 1 clip 3 can be an integral part
of the rim of the waste bin container 1.

[0029] Fig. 1 shows a waste bin container 1 with a clip
3 the tip 13 of the clip 3 being placed outside the lower
edge 23 of the U-shaped rim 5. In this position a flexible
bag can be inserted behind the clip 3 as also shown in
Fig. 5. In an alternative embodiment (not shown) the
segment of the clip which secures the clip to the con-
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tainer can also be attached to the container wall 15, e.
g. by use of fixation means like screws, rivets or the like,
or it can be an integral part of the waste bin container 1.
[0030] Fig. 2 depicts a section of the rim 5 of container
1 of Fig. 1 when viewed from beneath. Clip 3 is fixed via
segment 9 to rim 5. Segment 7 is aligned essentially in
parallel to the rim 5 and the wall 15 of the container 1,
when not engaged. The space between segment 7 and
the lower edge 23 of the rim 5 can be used to insert a
portion of a bag, thereby fixating the bag.

[0031] Fig. 3illustrates a clip 3 as in Fig. 1, the tip 13
of which is snapped behind the lower edge 23 of the U-
shaped rim 5. Accordingly, the clip portion 7 has been
slightly moved towards the container wall 15. In this
manner a flexible bag is then reliably fixed to the rim of
the container 1. As can be seen in Fig. 6, the actuated
situation as shown in Fig. 3 is well suited to fixate a flex-
ible bag behind the engaged clip. Especially segment 7
of clip 3 is bent towards the container wall 15 when in
an engaged position.

[0032] Fig. 4 depicts a section of the rim 5 of container
1 according to Fig. 3 when viewed from beneath. As can
be seen from Fig. 4 segment 9 of clip 3 is an integral
part of the rim 5.

[0033] From Fig. 5 a bag being incorporated into con-
tainer 1 can be derived with an edge portion of the bag
behind segment 7 of clip 3 when not engaged. In Fig. 6
the bag as in Fig. 5 is fixed by having locked tip 13 be-
hind the lower edge 23 of rim 5. The container 1 of Fig.
5 and Fig. 6 comprises a clip 3' the portion 9' of which
is not attached to the rim 5 as for example in Fig. 1, but
is fastened to or is an integral part of the container wall
15.

[0034] As can also be derived from Fig. 7, in one pre-
ferred embodiment, the wall portion 9' of the clip 3' is
fastened to or an integral part of the lower edge 19 of
the U-shaped rim 5 and is preferably oriented essentially
perpendicular to the parting line 17.

[0035] A parting line (or parting plane) generally oc-
curs if the container is made via a moulding technique,
e.g. by injection moulding. Usually, a parting line desig-
nates the area where both mould halves adjoin each
other. By arranging clip 3' at and especially perpendic-
ular to a parting line 17 the open/close moulding tech-
nique can be applied which furnishes an economic and
time saving access to the containers 1 of the present
invention. Also, no separate or moving parts are neces-
sary, neither with the container nor with the mould, for
which reason the cycle time can be reduced and the
maintenance of the moulds greatly improved.

[0036] Although modifications and changes may be
suggested by those skilled in the art, it is the intention
of the applicant to embody within the patent warranted
hereon all changes and modifications as reasonably
and probably come within the scope of this contribution
to the art. The features of the present invention which
are believed to be novel are set forth in detail in the ap-
pended claims. The features disclosed in the descrip-



tion,
alon
inve

9 EP 1 396 444 A1 10

the Figures as well as the claims could be essential
e or in every combination for the realization of the
ntion in its different embodiments.

REFERENCE LIST

[0037]

9,9

11

13

15

17

19

Clai

waste bin container

peripheral portion of container
clip

U-shaped rim

hollow part or indentation in rim 5
segment of clip

segment joining segments 7 and 9, 9'
segment of clip

upper edge of clip

tip

container wall

parting line

lower edge of U-shaped rim 5

ms

System, in particular a bag clip device, for releasa-
bly locking, holding and/or fixing flexible and/or
sheet-like and/or flat parts, materials or items com-
prising

a strip or a strip-like portion the surface of which is
located spaced apart from a base plate or a base
plate portion, and which has at least one hollow por-
tion or indentation at least at one of its edges; and
also a flexible resilient clip for releasably gripping
or clamping, in particular an edge portion of, a flex-
ible and/or sheet-like and/or flat part, material or
item by interacting with the hollow portion or inden-
tation of said strip, wherein the clip is located adja-
cent to or at the strip, and is in particular fixedly se-
cured to the strip and/or to the outer surface of the
base, said clip comprising a segment which is, at
least in part, essentially aligned, in particular in par-
allel, to an edge of the spaced apart portion of the
strip or strip-like portion, in particular when not en-
gaged, said segment comprises at least one tip or
flexible rim adapted to be snapped behind the edge
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of the spaced apart portion of the strip or strip-like
portion which comprises the hollow portion or in-
dentation.

System according to claim 1, characterized in that
there are at least two consecutive hollow portions
or indentations between the surface of the strip or
strip-like portion and the base plate which are
adapted to interact with the tip or flexible rim of the
clip thereby fixating the clip with varying degrees of
tightness.

Container, in particular waste bin container or a bag
holder device, comprising
at least one system according to claim 1 or 2.

Container, in particular waste bin container or a bag
holder device, in particular according to claim 3,
adapted to be lined with at least one flexible bag,
comprising a peripheral portion; at least one strip or
strip-like portion the surface of which or which is at
least in one part spaced apart from the, in particular
outer, wall of said container and at least another part
of which is fixedly fastened to said container, the
spaced apart portion of the strip or strip-like portion
being aligned at least in part, in particular essential-
ly parallel, to the surface of the container, and being
located in particular at or adjacent to the peripheral
portion; and a flexible resilient clip for releasably
gripping an edge portion of a flexible bag by inter-
acting with the strip, wherein the clip is located es-
sentially adjacent to the strip, and is in particular, at
least in one portion, fixedly secured to the strip and/
or to the outer wall of the container, said clip com-
prising a segment which is essentially aligned, at
least in part, in particular in parallel, to one edge of
the spaced apart portion of the strip or strip-like por-
tion, in particular when not engaged, which seg-
ment comprises at least one tip or flexible rim adapt-
ed to be snapped behind the spaced apart portion
of the strip thereby adapted to releasably fixate the
clip in a locked position.

Container, in particular waste bin container or a bag
holder device, in particular according to claim 4,

adapted to be lined with at least one flexible bag,
comprising a peripheral portion (2) which comprises
arim (5) at least one part of which has at least one
hollow part or indentation (6), in particular on the
outerwall (15), which in particular is accessible from
beneath; a flexible resilient clip (3, 3') for releasably
gripping an edge portion of a flexible bag by inter-
acting with the hollow part or indentation (6), where-
in the clip (3, 3") is located, and in particular, at least
with one portion, fixedly secured essentially adja-
cent to that part of the rim (5) having a hollow part
or indentation (6), in particular to the rim or the outer
wall (15) of the container (1), said clip (3, 3') com-
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prising a segment (7) which is essentially aligned,
at least in part, in particular in parallel, to said part
of the rim (5) having a hollow portion or indentation
(6), in particular when not engaged, which segment
(7) of the clip (3, 3') comprises at least one tip (13)
or flexible rim adapted to be snapped behind the
hollow portion or indentation (6) of the rim (5) of the
container (1) for releasably fixating the clip (3, 3') in
a locked position.

Container according to claim 5, wherein

the rim (5) of the container (1) comprises at least
partially a U-shaped form, which is accessible from
beneath, in particular by at least one tip (13) or flex-
ible rim or edge of the clip (3, 3') adapted to be
snapped behind the U-shaped rim or rim portion (5).

Container according to one of claims 3 to 6, wherein
the clip (3) is an integral part of the container (1).

Container according to one of claims 3 to 7, wherein
the container (1) and/or the clip (3, 3') are made
from plastic.

Container according to one of claims 3 to 8, wherein
the tip (13) is located at or close to the terminal part
of the segment (7) of the clip (3, 3') which is essen-
tially aligned, at least in part, in particular in parallel,
to the rim (5), in particular when not engaged, there-
by being furthest apart from that portion (9, 9') of
the clip (3, 3') which is fixedly secured to the wall
(15) of said container (1).

Container according to one of claims 3 to 9, wherein
the container (1) is a pedal bin, a duo pedal bin, a
tri pedal bin, or a freestanding bag holder device.

Container according to one of claims 3to 10, where-
in

said container is essentially made from at least one
polymeric material, in particular from polyethylene
or polypropylene.

Container according to claim 11, wherein

said container is adapted to be produced by a
moulding technique, in particular by injection
moulding.

Container according to one of claims the preceding,
wherein

the clip (3, 3') and/or the strip is or are, respectively,
fastened to or integrated into the container (1), in
particular at an edge of or adjacent to an edge of
said container or container wall.

Container according to claim 13, wherein
the clip (3, 3') and/or strips is or are, respectively,
fastened to or integrated into the container (1) at, in
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particular essentially perpendicular to, a parting line
(17).

Container according to one of the claims 1 to 14,
wherein

agrip or a, in particular flat, edge is mounted, in par-
ticular essentially perpendicular, to the outer sur-
face of the segment (7) of the clip (3, 3') and/or the
strip which is essentially aligned, at least in part, in
particular in parallel, to the rim (5) or to the edge of
the spaced apart portion of the strip or strip-like por-
tion, in particular when not engaged; or to that por-
tion (8) of the clip (3, 3') which joins said segment
(7) with that portion (9, 9') of the clip (3, 3') which is
fixedly secured to the wall (15) of said container (1).

Use of a system according to claim 1 or 2 as a fixture
in containers, in particular waste bin container or
bag holder devices, as a locking means on casings,
as alabel holder, as a paperclip, as a shutoff device
for tubes, as a, in particular integrated, closure for
boxes with lids, as an attachment device for labels
or ring ropes, as a plant clip, as an automotive clip
for the fixation of interior parts like clothing, cable
or harnesses and the like, or as a clip for fixing nets,
in particular sport nets.
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