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(57) A flexible container (10) has a base that in-
cludes a bottom (20), side walls (22,24,26,28) and an
interior (30), the bottom defining a substantially flat pla-
nar surface when the container houses product and the
container rests thereon, an upper panel portion (14),
that is adapted to be received within the interior of the
base portion and includes side panels that define a clo-
sure member (60,62). The upper panel is constructed
and arranged to define a substantially flat surface (72)
when the closure member is closed and portions of the
upper panel are folded over. The upper panel includes
a portion that is sealed to the base portion. A pair of
handles (16,18) may be secured to the base portion.
The flat top and flat bottom allow for vertical stacking of
the filled containers. The container may be manufac-
tured from a flat sheet of plastic material having a width
substantially equal to a length of the base portion, by
indexing the flat sheet in intervals equal to a width or
more of the base portion; bonding handles at one end
to the sheet; applying closure means to a free end of
each of the pair of panels; and forming the flat sheet,
panels and pair of handles into the flexible container.

Container for housing product and method for making same
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Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



EPO FORM 1503 03.82 (P04C01)

EP 1411001 A3

_0)) iféii’”" Patet  EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Application Number

EP 03 02 9913

Category Citation of document with indication, where appropriate,

of relevant passages

Relevant
to claim

CLASSIFICATION OF THE
APPLICATION (Int.CL7)

Y

US 3 339 721 A (GOLDSTEIN EDWIN W)
5 September 1967 (1967-09-05)
* the whole document *

DE 19 04 655 A (PAPPERSTEKNIK AB)
28 August 1969 (1969-08-28)
* the whole document *

US 5 158 371 A (MORAVEK LAWRENCE R)
27 October 1992 (1992-10-27)
* column 3, line 30 - line 39; figure 1 *

US 5 816 709 A (DEMUS ANDREW)

6 October 1998 (1998-10-06)

* the whole document *

FR 2 777 548 A (DANISCO FLEXIBLE FRANCE)
22 October 1999 (1999-10-22)

* the whole document *

DE 66 05 916 U (WINDMOELLER & HOELSCHER)
23 July 1970 (1970-07-23)

* the whole document *

The present search report has been drawn up for all claims

1-5

B65D75/00
B65D75/56
B65D33/02
B65D33/10

TECHNICAL FIELDS
SEARCHED  (Int.CL.7)

B65D

Place of search Date of completion of the search

THE HAGUE 8 March 2004

Examiner

Pernice, C

X : particularly relevant if taken alone
Y : particularly retevant if combined with another

A : technological background
O : non-written disclosure
P : intermediate document document

CATEGORY OF GITED DOCUMENTS

T : theory or principie underlying the invention

E : earlier patent document, but published on, or

document of the same category

after the filing date
D : document cited in the application
L : document cited for other reasons

& member of the same patent family, comesponding




EPO FORM P0459

EP 1411001 A3

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO.

This annex lists the patent family membersrelating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on

EP 03 02 9913

The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

08-03-2004
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date
US 3339721 05-09-1967  NONE
DE 1904655 28-08-1969  SE 316360 B 20-10-1969
AT 291094 B 25-06-1971
BE 728095 A 16-07-1969
CH 484647 A 31-01-1970
DE 1904655 Al 28-08-1969
FR 2001618 A5 26-09-1969
GB 1202021 A 12-08-1970
NL 6901876 A 12-08-1969
us 3568918 A 09-03-1971
US 5158371 27-10-1992 CA 2023046 Al 30-11-1991
US 5816709 06-10-1998  NONE
FR 2777548 22-10-1999 FR 2777548 Al 22~10-1999
AU 3337799 A 08-11-1999
EP 1073592 Al 07-02-2001
W0 9954220 Al 28-10-1999
DE 6605916 23-07-1970  NONE

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82




	bibliography
	search report

