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(54) A swimming pool lane divider

(57)  This swimming pool lane divider comprises a
number of floats being strung on and attached to a flex-
ible, longitudinal member, and is characterised in that
the floats have a makeup being apt to absorb the energy
of the waves being created in the water surface, said

makeup being based on the presence of a resiliently de-
formable shell (1,2) innerly comprising the arrangement
of an assembly of turbines (6) having their axles (7) ar-
ranged in a longitudinal arrangement with respect to the
float. The shell (1,2) is made up in such a way as to allow
the water to pass therethrough.

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



1 EP 1 411 186 A1 2

Description

[0001] As is known, public swimming pools and par-
ticularly competition swimming pools have arranged in
them several swim lane dividers along their length in or-
der to thus delimit the lanes along which the swimmers
are to swim.

[0002] These swim lane dividers are made up of a
number of small floats being aligned and strung on a
longitudinal support such as a rope or the like.

[0003] Severalfloat models are known which are gen-
erally made of plastics material and have different
shapes and makeups such as those being spheroidal,
disk-shaped, cylindrical and others.

[0004] With the use of these conventional swim lane
dividers swimmers are at present facing the problem of
the wake being created by themselves when advancing
through the water. This wake brings about in reality a
braking action being exerted on the swimmer and being
created when the waves rebound after having hit the
swim lane dividers, said braking action even partly af-
fecting the adjacent swim lanes.

[0005] This invention has as its object a new swim
lane divider being made up of special floats being apt to
absorb the wave energy reaching them, thus enabling
the swimmers to advance through the water without be-
ing hindered by the wake being created by themselves.
[0006] This swim lane divider is for such a purpose
characterised in that the floats are made up in such a
way as to be apt to absorb the wave energy thus less-
ening said braking action.

[0007] These floats are basically made up with a re-
siliently deformable shell allowing the water to pass
therethrough towards the inside where as a means be-
ing apt to absorb the wave energy a turbine assembly
aids said absorption and is made up of a series of tur-
bines being arranged inside the float and having their
axles arranged in a longitudinal arrangement.

[0008] The shell and the turbines are made of a resil-
ient plastics material.

[0009] These and other characteristics will be best
made apparent by the following detailed description
whose understanding will be made easier by the accom-
panying two sheets of drawings showing a practical em-
bodiment being cited only by way of an example not lim-
iting the scope of the present invention.

[0010] In the drawings:

Fig. 1 illustrates in a perspective vie the float that
will make up the swim lane divider;

Fig. 2 shows in a perspective view said float having
had half a shell removed from it;

Fig. 3 represents Fig. 2 after having had some tur-
bines removed; and

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the inner portion of
the float.

[0011] According to the drawings the float making up
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the swim lane divider comprises a substantially cylindri-
cal shell being formed by two longitudinal half-shells (1)
and (2) being provided with peripheral openings (3) and
having longitudinally and transversely arranged outer
ribs (4) and (5) being provided by way of short, flat gills.
[0012] A number of turbines (6) are arranged inside
the shell and are mounted on longitudinal axles (7) being
fitted at their ends to respective disk-shaped bases (8)
and (9).

[0013] The float is strung on a rope (C) on which two
transverse float end members (10) and (11) and a lon-
gitudinal float member (12) are also strung.

[0014] The replacement of the longitudinal float with
one or more turbines is also contemplated if convenient.
[0015] Both the shell and the turbines will be prefera-
bly made of a slightly resilient plastics material, the wa-
ter having access to the turbines through the openings
(3).

[0016] The swim lane divider will be made up by
stringing a number of floats such as the above-men-
tioned ones on a rope (C).

[0017] The invention can within its essentiality be put
into practice in other embodiments only in detail differing
from the one having been described above only by way
of example, said other embodiments also falling within
the scope of the protection being sought.

Claims

1. A swimming pool lane divider comprising a number
of floats being strung on and attached to a flexible,
longitudinal member, characterised in that the
floats have a makeup being apt to absorb the ener-
gy of the waves being created in the water surface.

2. A swimming pool lane divider as per claim 1, char-
acterised in that the float's makeup being apt to
absorb the wave energy is based on the presence
of a resiliently deformable shell (1, 2) innerly com-
prising the arrangement of an assembly of turbines
(6) having their axles (7) arranged in a longitudinal
arrangement with respect to the float.

3. A swimming pool lane divider as per claim 2, char-
acterised in that the shell (1, 2) is made up in such
a way as to allow the water to pass therethrough.

4. A swimming pool lane divider as per claim 2, char-
acterised in that the shell (1, 2) and the turbines
(6) are made of a resilient plastics material.
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