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(57)  There is described a hook-on device (1) for
hanging shoes (2), for example on a display fixture, and
having a central upright (6) in turn having a hook-shaped
top end portion (7); and two branches (8) located on op-
posite sides of the upright (6), having respective por-
tions (9) joined to opposite sides of the upright (6), and
each insertable inside a respective shoe (2) to support
it in a vertical position; the upright (6) has two side by
side through openings (19), through which a fastening
member (20) is fitted to connect the device (1) to the
shoes (2).

Hook-on device for hanging shoes, for example on a display fixture
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Description

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a hook-on de-
vice for hanging shoes, in particular slippers, on a dis-
play fixture for example, to which the following descrip-
tion refers purely by way of example.

[0002] Asis known, to display shoes at sales outlets,
fairs, or similar, hook-on hangers are widely used for
hanging shoes in pairs on a supporting structure, such
as a display rack.

[0003] Known hangers are substantially defined by a
central upright having a hook-shaped top end portion,
and by two substantially vertical lateral branches joined
at the bottom to opposite sides of the upright and each
insertable inside a respective shoe to supportitin a ver-
tical position.

[0004] Though relatively cheap and practical, hang-
ers of the above type have the drawback of having to
be detached completely from the shoes to try the shoes
on. Consequently, when several pairs of the same type
of shoe are tried on and detached simultaneously from
the hangers, the shoes must first be formed back into
pairs before being replaced on the display fixture.
[0005] It is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a hook-on shoe hanger designed to provide a
straightforward, low-cost solution to the aforementioned
drawback typically associated with known hangers.
[0006] According to the present invention, there is
provided a hook-on device for hanging shoes, for exam-
ple on a display fixture, and comprising a central upright
having a hook-shaped top end portion; and two branch-
es located on opposite sides of said upright, having re-
spective portions joined to opposite sides of the upright,
and each insertable inside a respective shoe to support
it in a vertical position; characterized in that said upright
comprises at least one through opening, through which
afastening member is fitted to connect the device to said
shoes.

[0007] A preferred, non-limiting embodiment of the
present invention will be described by way of example
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 shows a front view of a hook-on device for
hanging shoes in accordance with the present in-
vention;

Figure 2 shows a side view of the Figure 1 device;
Figure 3 shows a larger-scale section along line
I-IIl'in Figure 1;

Figure 4 shows a larger-scale section along line
IV-1V in Figure 1;

Figure 5 shows a larger-scale section along line V-V
in Figure 1;

Figures 6 and 7 show the Figure 1 device and a pair
of shoes connected to it in two different as-used
configurations.

[0008] Number 1in Figures 1,2, 6 and 7 indicates as
a whole a hook-on device for vertically hanging, e.g. on
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a display fixture (not shown), a pair of shoes 2 - in the
example shown, a pair of slippers shown purely by way
of example and each defined by a sole 3, and by a back-
less, open-toed vamp 4 defined by a transverse strip
fixed at opposite lateral ends to lateral edges of sole 3.
[0009] Device 1 may obviously be used for any type
of shoe, including closed-toed slippers.

[0010] Device 1 is preferably molded from plastic ma-
terial, and comprises, integrally, a central upright 6 hav-
ing a hook-shaped top end portion 7; and two substan-
tially vertical branches 8 located on opposite sides of
and substantially in the same plane as upright 6, having
respective bottom ends 9 joined to opposite sides of a
bottom end 10 of upright 6, and each insertable inside
a respective shoe 2 to support it in a vertical position.
[0011] More specifically, upright 6 comprises a rec-
tangular bar-shaped main portion 12, from which hook-
shaped top end portion 7 originates integrally; and
branches 8 are vertically shorter than main portion 12
of upright 6, and define, with upright 6, respective gaps
13 which are engaged by vamps 4 of a respective pair
of shoes 2.

[0012] More specifically, each branch 8 comprises a
main portion 14 extending parallel to main portion 12 of
upright 6; and a top end portion 15 diverging from upright
6 to facilitate insertion of vamp 4 of a respective shoe 2
inside respective gap 13.

[0013] Branches 8 are joined at the bottom to upright
6 by a transverse bottom portion 16 bounding device 1
at the opposite end to hook-shaped end portion 7.
[0014] As shown clearly in Figures 1, 6 and 7, close
to bottom portion 16, upright 6 and both branches 8 have
facing rounded projections 17 for ensuring firm grip of
vamps 4 of shoes 2 inside gaps 13.

[0015] Upright 6 and branches 8 advantageously
have raised edges 18 projecting from both opposite fac-
es to increase the transverse flexural strength of device
1.

[0016] The cross section of each branch 8 preferably
decreases towards its free top end, so that, after mold-
ing, the larger quantity of material close to bottom por-
tion 16 loads branch 8 elastically towards upright 6, thus
increasing grip of vamp 4 of respective shoe 2.

[0017] An important characteristic of the present in-
vention lies in main portion 12 of upright 6 comprising
two side by side, vertically elongated through openings
19, through which is fitted a fastening member 20, e.g.
a plastic wire, to connect device 1 to vamps 4 of shoes 2.
[0018] More specifically, as shown in Figures 6 and 7,
fastening member 20 is inserted through the gaps be-
tween vamps 4 and soles 3 of both shoes 2, engages
openings 19 in upright 6, and is fastened into a loop by
known fastening means 21.

[0019] To try on shoes 2 fitted to device 1, branches
8 are simply detached from shoes 2, which still remain
connected to device 1 by fastening member 20 (Figure
7).

[0020] By forming openings 19 along upright 6, shoes
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2 can therefore be tried on without splitting the pair, by
remaining connected to relative device 1.

[0021] Clearly, changes may be made to device 1 as
described and illustrated herein without, however, de-
parting from the scope of the accompanying Claims. 5
[0022] In particular, upright 6 may comprise only one
opening 19, and branches 8 may be joined to upright 6

by portions other than bottom ends 9.

10
Claims

1. A hook-on device (1) for hanging shoes (2), for ex-
ample on a display fixture, and comprising a central
upright (6) having a hook-shaped top end portion 175
(7); and two branches (8) located on opposite sides
of said upright (6), having respective portions (9)
joined to opposite sides of the upright (6), and each
insertable inside a respective shoe (2) to support it
in a vertical position; characterized in that said up- 20
right (6) comprises at least one through opening
(19), through which a fastening member (20) is fit-
ted to connect the device (1) to said shoes (2).

2. A device as claimed in Claim 1, characterized in 25
that said opening (19) is elongated in the direction
of the major dimension of said upright (6).

3. A device as claimed in Claim 2, characterized in
that said opening (19) extends along said upright 30
(6), with the exception of said hook-shaped top end
portion (7).

4. A device as claimed in any one of the foregoing
Claims, characterized in that said upright (6) com- 3%
prises two side by side said openings (19).

5. A device as claimed in any one of the foregoing
Claims, characterized in that said upright (6) and
said branches (8) have raised edges (18) projecting 40
from both opposite faces.

6. A device as claimed in any one of the foregoing
Claims, characterized in that each said branch (8)
has a cross section decreasing towards its freeend. 45

50

55



EP 1 421 880 A1

T~

N L]

N




EP 1 421 880 A1

6l "8




EPO FORM 1503 03.82 (P04CO01)

9

EP 1 421 880 A1

European Patent
Office

EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

Application Number

EP 03 02 2970

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT
Category Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, Relevant CLASSIFICATION OF THE
of relevant passages to claim APPLICATION ({int.C1.7)
X US 5 282 553 A (IBLED STEPHANE) 1,5 A47F7/08
1 February 1994 (1994-02-01)
Y * the whole document * 6
X FR 2 722 964 A (ROUVIERE YVES FRANCOIS 1,5
;MEISNER RAYMOND (FR))
2 February 1996 (1996-02-02)
* ¢laim 6; figures *
Y US 6 402 105 B1 (ALDCROFT GARY ET AL) 6
11 June 2002 (2002-06-11)
* figure 1 *
TECHNICAL FIELDS
SEARCHED (Int.CL7)
A47F
A47G
EO5B
The present search report has been drawn up for all claims
Place of search Date of completion of the search Examiner
THE HAGUE 11 February 2004 Pineau, A

CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS

X : particularly relevant if taken alone

Y : particularly relevant if combined with another
document of the same category

A : technological background

O : non-written disclosure

P : intermediate document

T : theory or principle underlying the invention

E : earlier patent document, but published on, or
after the filing date

D : document cited in the application

L : document cited for other reasons

& : member of the same patent family, corresponding
document




EPO FORM PO459

EP 1 421 880 A1

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO.

This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on

EP 03 02 2970

The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

11-02-2004
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date

US 5282553 A 01-02-1994 FR 2676343 Al 20-11-1992

DE 69200516 D1 17-11-1994

EP 0514278 Al 19-11-1992

ES 2065143 T3 01-02-1995

FR 2722964 A 02-02-1996 FR 2722964 Al 02-02-1996
US 6402105 Bl 11-06-2002  NONE

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82




	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

