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(54) Dispenser for sweets or tablets

(57) A container for sweets or tablets comprising a
case (1) formed with dorsal appendages (5) for its an-
choring for instance to a ventilation outlet of a motor ve-
hicle and having a bottom opening (4) through which a
dispensing member (6) is able to slide from a raised po-
sition to a lowered position by means of a control mem-
ber (9) accessible on the front side (8) of the case (1)
and against the action of elastic return members (13) to
transfer a single sweet (C) below the bottom opening
(4).
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to containers for
sweets or tablets in the candy industry, with particular
but not exclusive reference to the sweets having gener-
ally globoid shape produced by Ferrero S.p.A. under the
trade name "Tic-Tac".
[0002] The aim of the present invention is to provide
a container for such sweets that can be used in conven-
ient, practical and safe fashion in a configuration of sta-
tionary application on a support, and more specifically
on the dashboard of a motor vehicle.
[0003] According to the invention said aim is achieved
thanks to the fact that the container comprises a case
formed with dorsal appendages for its anchoring in sus-
pended condition to a support structure, particularly to
a ventilation outlet of a motor vehicle, said case having
a bottom opening through which a slidable dispensing
member is displaceable from a raised position to a low-
ered position by means of control member accessible
on the front side of the case and against the action of
elastic return means, said dispensing member and said
bottom opening being shaped in such a way as to trans-
fer below said bottom opening a single sweet each time
the control member is operated.
[0004] Opportunely, the dispensing member consists
of a body having a general hopper shape with lower end
shaped substantially as a spoon and provided with an
oscillating separator element.
[0005] According to an embodiment that is particularly
advantageous from the construction point of view, the
body is formed integrally with the control member, with
a pair of sprung legs which define the aforesaid elastic
return means, and with an elastically springing tab which
defines the oscillating separator element.
[0006] The invention shall now be described in detail
with reference to the accompanying drawings, provided
purely by way of non limiting example, in which:

- Figure 1 is a schematic perspective view of a con-
tainer for sweets or tablets according to the inven-
tion,

- Figure 2 is a vertical longitudinal section view of the
container,

- Figure 3 is a vertical cross section view of the con-
tainer, and

- Figures 4, 5 and 6, 7 are similar views to Figures 2
and 3 that exemplify the dispensing modes operat-
ed by the container.

[0007] With initial reference to Figures 1 through 3,
the number 1 generically designates in its totality a con-
tainer for sweets or tablets in the candy industry, in par-
ticular for sweets of generally globoid shape produced
by Ferrero S.p.A. with the name "Tic-Tac". One of such
sweets is designated as C in Figures 2 and 3 (as well
as 4-7): the container 1 is obviously such as to contain
a plurality thereof.

[0008] The container 1 comprises a case made of
plastic material, with generally parallelepiped shaped,
formed by a body 2 provided superiorly to a lid 3. Infe-
riorly, the body 2 has a bottom opening 4 through which
the sweets C can be dispensed and extracted on each
occasion in the manners clarified below.
[0009] The dorsal wall of the body 2 is formed with a
series (three, in the example illustrated) of flexible inte-
gral tabs 5 through which the container 1 can be an-
chored in.suspended condition to a support structure,
and in particular to a ventilation grid or outlet of a motor
car.
[0010] Inside the body 2 of the container 1 is housed
a dispensing member generically designated as 6, also
made of moulded plastic material.
[0011] The dispensing member 6 comprises, in a sin-
gle piece, a front part 7 positioned against the front wall
8 of the body 2 and formed with a projection 9 which
constitutes a manual control member and is able to slide
within a slot 10 of said front wall 8. Inferiorly, the dis-
pensing member 6 has an inclined and tapered rear part
in the shape of a hopper 14 which joins a lower end part
11, substantially spoon shaped. This end part 11 can be
moved through the bottom wall 4 in the ways clarified
below, and centrally bears an integral, elastically spring-
ing tab 12 which, as shall also be shown below, consti-
tutes an oscillating separator element.
[0012] Between the hopper-like part 14 and the bot-
tom wall of the body 2 opposite to the lid 3 are interposed
two elastically deformable elements 13, substantially Z
shaped, which are situated at opposite parties to the end
part 11 and serve as elastic return members. Oppor-
tunely, said elastic elements 13 are also formed integral-
ly to the dispensing member 6.
[0013] The operation of the container according to the
invention is as follows.
[0014] Figures 1 through 3 show a resting configura-
tion, in which the elastic elements 13 maintain the dis-
pensing member 6 in a raised position in which the con-
trol member 9 is positioned in the upper part of the slot
10 and the end part 11 is recessed in the body 2, imme-
diately above the bottom opening 4. A sweet C is main-
tained between the end part 11 and the base of the front
wall 8 of the body 2.
[0015] Starting from said condition, to dispense the
sweet C it is sufficient for the user to position the palm
of his/her hand below the bottom opening 4 and to com-
mand, for instance with his/her thumb, the downward
sliding of the control member 9.
[0016] During the first phase of the downward travel,
shown in Figures 4 and 5, the end part 11 starts to move
through the bottom opening 4 transporting the sweet C
downwards. When the end part 11 projects from the
opening 4, the springing tab 12 is free to oscillate rotat-
ing slightly towards the front wall 8 of the body in such
a way as to hold an underlying sweet C, thereby pre-
venting its exit through the bottom wall 4. Simultaneous-
ly, the two elastic elements 13 are compressed.
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[0017] Proceeding with the lowering of the control
member 9, the sweet C transported by the end part 11
completely exits from the bottom opening 4 in the man-
ner shown in Figures 6 and 7, and is therefore able to
reach the palm of the user's hand by gravity.
[0018] The control member 9 can thus be released,
allowing the return of the dispensing member 6 to the
starting position thanks to the return force exerted by
the two elastic elements 13.
[0019] The same operations can then be repeated for
the dispensing of the next sweet C.
[0020] Naturally, the construction details and the em-
bodiments may be widely varied from what is described
and illustrated herein purely by way of example, without
thereby departing from the scope of the present inven-
tion as defined in the claims that follow.

Claims

1. Container for sweets (C) or tablets, characterised
in that it consists of a case (1) formed with dorsal
appendages (5) for its anchoring in suspended con-
dition to a support structure, particularly to a venti-
lation outlet of a motor vehicle, said. case (1) having
a bottom opening (4) through which a slidable dis-
pensing member (6) is displaceable from a raised
position to a lowered position by means of a control
member (9) accessible on the front side (8) of the
case (1) and against the action of elastic return
means (13), said dispensing member (6) and said
bottom opening (4) being shaped in such a way as
to transfer below said bottom opening (4) a single
sweet (C) each time said control member (9) is op-
erated.

2. A container as claimed in claim 1, characterised in
that said dispensing member (6) has a general hop-
per-like shape (14) with its lower end (11) substan-
tially spoon shape and provided with an oscillating
separator element (12).

3. A container as claimed in claim 2, characterised in
that said operating member (9) is formed integrally
with said dispensing member (6).

4. A container as claimed in claim 2 or claim 3, char-
acterised in that said elastic return means consist
of a pair of springing legs (13) located opposite to
said spoon-shaped end (11) and formed integrally
with said dispensing member (6).

5. A container as claimed in the claims from 2 through
4, characterised in that said separator element
consists of an elastically springing tab (12) formed
integrally with said lower spoon-shaped end (11) of
the dispensing member (6).

6. A container as claimed in one or more of the previ-
ous claims, characterised in that said case has
generally parallelepiped shape.

7. A container as claimed in one or more of the claims
from 1 to 6, characterised in that said dorsal ap-
pendages (5) are formed in a single piece with said
case (1).

8. A container as claimed in one or more of the previ-
ous claims, characterised in that said case (1) and
said dispensing member (6) are made of moulded
plastic material.
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