EP 1429 199 A3

Européaisches Patentamt
European Patent Office

(19) g)

Office européen des brevets

(11) EP 1429 199 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3:
23.06.2004 Bulletin 2004/26

(43) Date of publication A2:
16.06.2004 Bulletin 2004/25

(21) Application number: 03019562.2

(22) Date of filing: 02.09.2003

(51) Intcl.”. GO3G 15/01, GO3G 21/18

(84) Designated Contracting States:
ATBEBG CHCY CZDEDKEEES FIFR GB GR
HU IE IT LI LU MC NL PT RO SE SI SK TR
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK

(30) Priority: 04.09.2002 JP 2002258681

(71) Applicant: Ricoh Company, Ltd.
Tokyo 143-8555 (JP)

(72) Inventors:
» Kimura, Yoshiyuki
Ota-ku Tokyo (JP)

* Saitou, Takeshi
Hachioji-shi Tokyo (JP)

» Sampe, Atsushi
Yokohama-shi Kanagawa (JP)

» Tanzawa, Misao
Kawasaki-shi Kanagawa (JP)

(74) Representative: Schwabe - Sandmair - Marx

Stuntzstrasse 16
81677 Munchen (DE)

(54) Image forming apparatus and image transferring unit for use in the same

(57)  Inanimage forming apparatus (50) configured
to form atonerimage on a photoconductive element and
transfer it to a recording medium, both the photoconduc-
tive element (6) and an image transferring member (5)
pressed thereagainst are constructed into an image
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transferring unit (56). The image transferring unit is re-
movable from the casing (2) of the apparatus independ-
ently ofimage forming devices (26) arranged around the
photoconductive element other than the image transfer-
ring member.
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