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(54) Banknote validator

(57) A banknote validator can recognise ink stains
having predetermined characteristics and is operable to
perform measurements on a received banknote in order
to classify the banknote into at least the following cate-
gories: (a) genuine non-stained bills of said denomina-

tion; (b) bills which been stained; and (c) other bills, in-
cluding non-genuine banknotes. Preferably, stained
banknotes are sent to at least one dedicated store. The
validator can classify banknotes into many denomina-
tions, but can only authenticate banknotes belonging to
a sub-set of those denominations.
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

D No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report hag
been drawn up for all claims.

3

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

[

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

[

D None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-9, 11 15

A banknote validator storing data indicative of ink used for
staining banknotes, being operable to compare this data with
data measured form the banknote and classify the banknote
based on the results of the comparaison.

1.1. claims: 3-6

A banknote validator operable to generate adjusted
measurements when analizing a banknote to compensate for the
possible existence of stains present on the banknote

2. claim: 10

Banknote validator to classify a banknote into one of a
plurality of types, thereafter operabie to authenticate a
banknote only if it is classified as one of a sub-group of
said types

3. claim: 12

Banknote handling machine having a validator and a display,
said validator operable to classify a banknote into a large
number of genuine denominations and to authenticate
banknotes of a certain sub—group of denominations, the
display showing a predetermined message in response to
classifying a banknote as belonging to a type which does not
fall within said sub-group

4. claim: 13

Banknote validator operable to denominate and authenticate
genuine articles belonging to a first set of classes, and to
denominate but not to authenticate genuine articles
belonging to a second set of classes.

5. claim: 14

Banknote validator validator which stores characteristic
data of a plurality of different types of banknotes for
permitting denomination and authentication of that type of
banknote, and for banknotes belonging to other types, to
store a sub-set of data permitting only denomination of said
banknotes and not authentication thereof
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of inventions, namely:

Please note that all inventions mentioned under item 1, although not
necessarily linked by a common inventive concept, could be searched
without effort justifying an additional fee.
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