
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

Europäisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

(19)

E
P

1 
45

4 
55

4
A

1
*EP001454554A1*
(11) EP 1 454 554 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication:
08.09.2004 Bulletin 2004/37

(21) Application number: 04004677.3

(22) Date of filing: 01.03.2004

(51) Int Cl.7: A45C 1/10

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR
HU IE IT LI LU MC NL PL PT RO SE SI SK TR
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK

(30) Priority: 03.03.2003 IT MO20030051

(71) Applicant: Caiti, Massimo
41042 Fiorano Modenese (Prov. of Modena) (IT)

(72) Inventor: Caiti, Massimo
41042 Fiorano Modenese (Prov. of Modena) (IT)

(74) Representative: Modiano, Guido, Dr.-Ing. et al
Modiano Gardi Patents,
Via Meravigli, 16
20123 Milano (IT)

(54) Pocket coin holder

(57) A pocket coin holder, comprising a substantially
plate-like element (2) for supporting a plurality of metal-
lic coins (3) and a plurality of seats (4) for arranging,

substantially to size, the respective coins; the plurality
of seats is formed on at least one of the two opposite
faces (2A, 2B) of the supporting element.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a pocket coin
holder.
[0002] It is a known practice to accumulate metallic
coins in the pockets of clothing or store them in appro-
priate coin holders or in compartments assigned to them
generally provided in wallets; in each case, the coins
are collected haphazardly.
[0003] It is also known that the cash desks of public
and/or commercial concerns are equipped with cash
registers that are divided into a plurality of compart-
ments, each of which is designed to contain a specific
denomination of bills or coins; in this last case, the coins
are collected in a pile.
[0004] When a payment is made, buyers are forced
to search their pockets, wallets or coin holders in order
to try to find, among all the coins, the coins that have
the denomination and quantity suitable to reach the
amount due.
[0005] Likewise, cash desk operators are forced to
calculate mentally the number and denomination of
coins required to return the change and to draw the in-
dividual coins from the respective containment compart-
ments.
[0006] Both buyers and cash desk operators waste
time in inconvenient counting and searching; moreover,
their hands repeatedly make contact with the coins,
which are seats of accumulation of dirt and vehicles for
the transmission of germs and bacteria, to the full dis-
advantage of their personal physical health and hy-
giene.
[0007] Coins stored in compartments of known wal-
lets or in known coin holders, moreover, accumulate in
bulky piles that make wallets and coin holders particu-
larly bulky and sometimes difficult to close.
[0008] The aim of the present invention is to eliminate
the above-noted drawbacks by providing a pocket coin
holder that allows to store in an orderly and organized
fashion the coins, to facilitate and speed up the counting
and finding of the number and denomination of the coins
required to reach a preset amount to be paid or to be
returned as change, and to limit contacts with the coins,
to the full advantage of better protection of the physical
health and hygiene health of buyers and cash desk op-
erators.
[0009] Within this aim, an object of the present inven-
tion is to provide a coin holder that is compact and can
also be stored in known types of wallet and coin holder.
[0010] Another object of the present invention is to
provide a coin holder that is simple, relatively easy to
provide in practice, safe in use, effective in operation,
and has a relatively low cost.
[0011] This aim and these and other objects that will
become better apparent hereinafter are achieved by the
present pocket coin holder, characterized in that it com-
prises a substantially plate-like element for supporting
a plurality of metallic coins and a plurality of seats, for

arranging, substantially to size, respective said coins,
said plurality of seats being formed on at least one of
the two opposite faces of said supporting element.
[0012] Further characteristics and advantages of the
present invention will become better apparent from the
following detailed description of some preferred but not
exclusive embodiments of a pocket coin holder, illustrat-
ed by way of non-limiting example in the accompanying
drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 is a schematic front view of a pocket coin
holder according to the invention;
Figure 2 is a schematic front view of a second em-
bodiment of the pocket coin holder according to the
invention;
Figure 3 is a schematic front view of a third embod-
iment of the pocket coin holder according to the in-
vention;
Figure 4 is a schematic perspective view of a fourth
embodiment of the pocket coin holder according to
the invention;
Figure 5 is a schematic sectional view of a portion
of the substantially plate-like element of the pocket
coin holder according to the invention;
Figure 6 is a schematic sectional view of a portion
of the substantially plate-like element of the pocket
coin holder according to the invention, provided with
means for temporarily retaining said coins;
Figure 7 is a schematic sectional view of a portion
of the substantially plate-like element of the pocket
coin holder according to the invention, provided with
a possible alternative embodiment of the means for
temporarily retaining said coins.

[0013] With reference to the figures, the reference nu-
meral 1 generally designates a pocket coin holder.
[0014] The holder 1 comprises a substantially plate-
like element 2, for supporting a plurality of metallic coins
3.
[0015] The expression "plate-like" or the equivalent
expression "sheet-like" is used to give the element 2 a
substantially flat and planar shape and a reduced thick-
ness with respect to its surface extension.
[0016] The element 2 has two opposite faces 2A and
2B, on one or both of which there are a plurality of seats
4 for placing respective coins 3 substantially to size; the
seats 4 can be formed on the entire surface of the two
faces 2A and 2B or on a portion thereof.
[0017] The seats 4 are substantially disk-shaped and
are sized so that a single coin 3 of a predefined denom-
ination can be arranged uniquely in each seat.
[0018] The number and dimensions of the seats 4 are
such that the sum of the value of the coins 3 that can be
arranged therein is equal to a predefined amount.
[0019] The holder 1 further comprises means 5 for
temporarily retaining the coins 3.
[0020] In the embodiments shown in the figures, the
element 2 is constituted by a contoured sheet 6, which
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is respectively rectangular or rectangular with two op-
posite arc-like sides, and is of the type that can be folded
up along a predefined central folding line 7.
[0021] The element 2, after being folded, can be
stored in a wallet or coin holder of a known type.
[0022] In the embodiments shown in Figures 1 and 2,
the seats 4 are formed on half of the surface of the face
2A; in the embodiment shown in Figure 3, the seats 4
are formed on the entire surface of the face 2A, whereas
in the embodiment shown in Figure 4 the seats 4 are
formed on half of the surface of the face 2A and of the
face 2B; in this last case, the sheet 6 has two wings 6a
and 6b that can be folded up.
[0023] The seats 4 can be constituted for example by
trays 8 for containing the coins 3 (Figures 1-3 and 5-7),
and each seat can be conveniently crossed in a sub-
stantially central position by a through hole 9 that is suit-
able to facilitate extraction of the coin 3 that is respec-
tively arranged therein.
[0024] The temporary retention means 5 can com-
prise for example, for each seat 4, an elastic segment
10 that is stretched over a respective seat 4 and whose
opposite ends are anchored in corresponding points
that are constituted for example by anchoring holes 11
that are provided so that they pass through the element
2 proximate to the perimetric edge of the respective seat
4.
[0025] Each elastic segment 10 is arranged on a
plane that is substantially parallel to the element 2 and
is stretched so that it is substantially parallel to a chord
that subtends an arc of the perimetric edge of the re-
spective seat 4 (which is disk-shaped).
[0026] Conveniently, a single continuous elastic tape
12, whose opposite ends 12a and 12b are anchored to
opposite ends of the element 2, passes sequentially
through the anchoring holes 11, so as to form the re-
spective elastic segment 10 at each seat 4.
[0027] As an alternative, the temporary retention
means 5 can be of the interlocking type or can be con-
stituted by at least one retention tooth, by a hook or the
like, or by one or more elastic press-tabs 13 (Figure 7);
in each case, the coins 3 are temporarily retained so
that they adhere to the seats 4 and can be easily and
repeatedly applied to them in order to be stored in the
holder 1 and be removed from them to be used.
[0028] The element 2 can be made of paper, card-
board, plastics or the like.
[0029] It is possible to form on the face 2A and/or 2B
at which the seats 4 are formed, proximate to each one
of the seats 4, symbols or signs that identify the denom-
inations of coins 3 that can be arranged therein for im-
mediate visual recognition, or tactile recognition for vis-
ually-impaired individuals.
[0030] One or both faces 2A and 2B may further com-
prise a portion that is suitable to support informational
and/or explanatory messages.
[0031] Alternative embodiments of the holder 1 that
are not illustrated are not excluded.

[0032] In particular, the element 2 can be of a rigid or
stiffened type and the seats 4 can be constituted by con-
tours 14 that are formed in relief or recessed on the face
2A and/or 2B (Figure 4).
[0033] The following examples merely illustrate the
present invention and must not be understood in a lim-
iting sense for the present invention.

Example 1

[0034] With reference to the currency currently used
in Europe, the euro, it is possible to provide on one or
both faces 2A and 2B eight seats 4: one for a one-eu-
rocent coin 3, two for a respective two-eurocent coin 3,
one for a five-eurocent coin 3, two for a respective ten-
eurocent coin 3, one for a twenty-eurocent coin 3, and
one for a fifty-eurocent coin 3; in this manner, if the hold-
er 1 is completely filled with the coins 3, the total sum
of the values of said coins will be equal to 1 euro.

Example 2

[0035] Like Example 1, with the addition, on one of
the two opposite faces 2A and 2B, of two seats 4 for
placing a respective one-euro coin 3 and a seat 4 for a
two-euro coin 3; in this manner, if the holder 1 is com-
pletely filled with the coins 3, the total sum of the values
of said coins will be equal to 5 euros.
[0036] In practice it has been found that the described
invention achieves the intended aim and objects.
[0037] It is noted in fact that the holder according to
the invention, by being constituted by a flat and planar
sheet-like element, substantially corresponds to a bill;
therefore, it has limited overall dimensions and particu-
larly if it is sized according to the standard dimensions
of commercially available wallets and coin holders it can
be stored inside them like a conventional bill, occupying
limited volumes.
[0038] Moreover, the holder according to the inven-
tion allows to hold the coins in an orderly fashion and in
such combinations as to make predefined values avail-
able, for example one, two, three or five euros, allowing
immediate recognition and rapid use by buyers and
cash desk operators.
[0039] The holder according to the invention allows to
simplify and speed up payment operations both for us-
ers and for cash desk operators; once filled, even just
partially, it can in fact be used as a true exchange bill of
predefined value and can be given in its entirety.
[0040] For example, cash desk operators might load
a plurality of holders according to the invention, thus
having them available in order to give change to the pub-
lic simply and straightforwardly, limiting wait times.
[0041] The invention thus conceived is susceptible of
numerous modifications and variations, all of which are
within the scope of the appended claims.
[0042] All the details may further be replaced with oth-
er technically equivalent ones.
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[0043] In practice, the materials used, as well as the
shapes and the dimensions, may be any according to
requirements without thereby abandoning the scope of
the protection of the appended claims.
[0044] The disclosures in Italian Patent Application
No. MO2003A000051, from which this application
claims priority, are incorporated herein by reference.
[0045] Where technical features mentioned in any
claim are followed by reference signs, those reference
signs have been included for the sole purpose of in-
creasing the intelligibility of the claims and accordingly
such reference signs do not have any limiting effect on
the interpretation of each element identified by way of
example by such reference signs.

Claims

1. A pocket coin holder, characterized in that it com-
prises a substantially plate-like element for support-
ing a plurality of metallic coins and a plurality of
seats, for arranging, substantially to size, respec-
tive said coins, said plurality of seats being formed
on at least one of the two opposite faces of said sup-
porting element.

2. The holder according to claim 1, characterized in
that the sum of the value of said coins is equal to a
predefined amount.

3. The holder according to one or more of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that said plurality of
seats is formed on one of the opposite faces of said
element.

4. The holder according to one or more of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that said plurality of
seats is formed on both of the opposite faces of said
element.

5. The holder according to one or more of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that it comprises
means for temporarily retaining said coins in said
seats.

6. The holder according to one or more of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that said element
comprises at least one contoured sheet.

7. The holder according to one or more of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that said element
comprises two of said sheets, which are mutually
superimposed and associated so as to form an en-
velope.

8. The holder according to one or more of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that said element is
made of paper, cardboard, plastics or the like.

9. The holder according to one or more of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that said element is of
a type that can be folded up along a predefined sub-
stantially central folding line.

10. The holder according to one or more of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that said element is of
a type that can be folded up on both of said opposite
faces along a predefined substantially central fold-
ing line.

11. The holder according to one or more of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that said seats are
substantially disc-shaped for the unique placement
of one of said coins of predefined denomination.

12. The holder according to one or more of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that said seats are
crossed in a substantially central position by a
through hole that is suitable to facilitate the extrac-
tion of the coins respectively arranged therein.

13. The holder according to one or more of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that said seats are
constituted by trays for containing said coins.

14. The holder according to one or more of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that said seats are
constituted by a contour that is formed in relief or
recessed on at least one of the two opposite faces.

15. The holder according to one or more of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that said temporary
retention means comprise, for each one of said
seats, an elastic segment that is stretched over a
respective seat and whose opposite ends are an-
chored in corresponding points formed proximate
to the perimetric edge of said respective seat.

16. The holder according to one or more of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that said elastic seg-
ment is arranged on a plane that is substantially par-
allel to said element.

17. The holder according to one or more of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that said elastic seg-
ment is arranged substantially parallel to a chord
that subtends an arc of the perimetric edge of said
respective seat.

18. The holder according to one or more of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that said points are
constituted by respective anchoring holes that are
provided through said element.

19. The holder according to one or more of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that it comprises a
continuous elastic tape whose opposite ends are
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anchored to said element, said tape passing se-
quentially through said anchoring holes so as to
form, at each one of said seats, said respective
elastic segment.

20. The holder according to one or more of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that said retention
means are of the interlocking type.

21. The holder according to one or more of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that said retention
means comprise at least one tooth, hook, elastic
press-tab or the like.
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