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(54) Vacuum cleaner

(57) A vacuum cleaner of the present invention in-
cludes an electric blower for generating a suction air
stream; a plurality of centrifugal separation parts for sep-
arating dirt particles from the suction air stream; and an
air inlet installed upstream of the centrifugal separation
parts. The suction air stream suctioned in the air inlet is

divided in plural streams to flow into the respective cen-
trifugal separation parts. By installing the multiple cen-
trifugal separation parts, dirt collecting capability can be
improved and, at the same time, a size of the vacuum
cleaner can be scaled down in comparison with a case
where a single large centrifugal separation part having
equal dirt collecting capability is installed.
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claims (Rule 164 (1) EPC).




EP 1 457 150 A3

0)) Eul:opean Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION Application Number

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, hamely:

1. claims: 1-6
A vacuum cleaner comprising:

an electric blower for generating a suction air stream;

a plurality of centrifugal separation parts for separating
dirt particles from the suction air stream; and

an air inlet installed upstream of the centrifugal
separation parts, wherein the suction air stream suctioned
in the air inlet is divided in plural streams to flow into
the respective centrifugal separation parts.

2. claims: 7-14
A vacuum cleaner comprising:

an electric blower for generating a suction air stream;

a centrifugal separation part for separating dirt particles
from the suction air stream; and a dirt accumulation part
for accumulating therein dirt particles separated from the
suction air stream by the centrifugal separation part,
wherein the dirt accumulation part is installed slanted at
an angle with respect to the centrifugal separation part.

3. claims: 15-19
A vacuum cleaner comprising:

a main body including therein an electric blower for
generating a suction air stream;

a dirt collection unit detachably installed in the main
body, for collecting suctioned dirt particles;

a grip unit rotatably installed at the dirt collection unit;
and

a buckle for connecting the dirt collection unit with the
main body, wherein connecting and disconnecting operations
of the buckle are performed by a rotational movement of the
grip unit.
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