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Description

Field of application

[0001] The present invention generally relates to the
packaging field of round-shaped foodstuffs (circular,
disk- or doughnut-like), such as, for example, biscuits,
toasted bread slices and the like.
[0002] More particularly, and in connection with round-
shaped biscuits only by way of example, the present in-
vention relates to a package which essentially comprises
a cylindrical wrapper enveloping a plurality of juxtaposed
biscuits to form a cylindrical pack or stack, said wrapper
comprising a flexible sheet of plastics material for food-
stuffs, such as polythene, which is enveloped around the
cylindrical stack of biscuits, welded along a generatrix of
said cylindrical stack, and folded over at the opposite
ends thereof, the folded edges being suitably welded or
glued together.
[0003] Generally for taking out and consuming the so-
packaged biscuits, a package is arranged to be opened
at one of the two ends of the cylindrical wrapper, such
opening being obtained by pulling away the folded and
reciprocally welded edges thereof.
[0004] Taking the first biscuits out of such an opened
package is relatively easy, but then for the following bis-
cuits it becomes more and more difficult, so that at a
certain point a major, if not the whole portion of the wrap-
per may have to be torn.
[0005] The negative consequences of this drawback
are well known to the consumers: loss of the protection
from dust and environmental contaminants afforded by
the wrapper; need to recover such a protection by resort-
ing for example to the use of containers being more or
less suitable for the purpose; high risk of breaking and
crumbling biscuits when they are taken out.
[0006] Moreover, even if the wrapper is managed not
to be torn, by carefully handling the package, after taking
out a certain amount of biscuits, the tubular package is
flabby and crumpled at an end thereof, thus considerably
jeopardising the presentability thereof.
[0007] Packages, particularly for toasted bread slices,
are then known, wherein a stack of round toasted bread
slices is laterally covered by a corrugated board sheet
and the lot is enveloped by a flexible plastic wrapper for
foodstuffs being bent over at opposite ends thereof. In
order to open these packages the bent and welded edges
of the wrapper must be torn off or a part of the wrapper
must be removed of the wrapper at an end of the package
by pulling a suitable strip operating on a weakening area.
[0008] In both cases, although ensuring a good pro-
tection from breaking and crumbling, the protection from
dust and environmental contaminants of the uncon-
sumed toasted bread slices remaining in the package is
insufficient and taking the last toasted bread slices out
is difficult.
[0009] Document WO 02/057147 discloses a packag-
ing formed from a paper or cardboard blank and a su-

perposed film in which the cardboard blank has a cut-out
zone defining a gripping region of the products and the
film has an integral band which covers a part of the cut-
out zone. The film has a tearing start region and tearing
off the film allows the zone to be revealed and allow ac-
cess to the products.
[0010] Aim of the present invention is to provide a new
package for foodstuffs, such as round-shaped biscuits
or the like, allowing the above-mentioned prior art draw-
backs to be overcome and having a shape and size sta-
bility up to consuming all the biscuits comprised therein.
[0011] This aim is achieved, according to the features
of claims 1 and 5.
[0012] Grasping means are preferably composed of a
label equipped with a permanent-type adhesive.
[0013] Through the package according to the invention
the biscuits comprised therein can be easily taken out up
to the last biscuit, meanwhile keeping the initial tubular
shape unchanged, because of the support exerted by
the corrugated board. This allows biscuits to be conven-
iently presented during the whole consumption period,
as well as excellently protected from dust and environ-
mental contaminants as ensured by the opening/closing
label.
[0014] The advantages and characteristics of the in-
vention will become more apparent from the following
detailed description of some embodiments thereof, given
with reference to the accompanying drawings by way of
non limiting indicative example, and in which

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a package according
to the invention in its open condition for taking out a
biscuit;

Figure 2 shows a package according to the invention
in its closed condition.

[0015] Referring to figure 1, a package for a plurality
of substantially round-shaped biscuits 2 (circular, disk-
or doughnut-like and the like) being juxtaposed to form
a cylindrical pack or stack is globally indicated with 1.
[0016] Said package comprises a cylindrical wrapper
composed of a flexible sheet 3 of a plastic material for
foodstuffs, e.g. a polythene-polypropylene composite,
which is enveloped around said stack of biscuits 2, and
of a corrugated board layer 4 which contacts the side
wall of the cylindrical stack of biscuits 2; the flexible sheet
3 is welded along a generatrix of said cylindrical stack
and sealed at the opposite ends 5, 6 thereof to form the
opposite bottoms of the package 1.
[0017] A semiannular slit 7 is formed in said wrapper
a predetermined distance away from one of the ends 5,
6 of the cylindrical stack, e.g. the end 6, said slit circum-
ferentially extending for a length being at least equal to,
and preferably slightly greater than, half the cylindrical
stack circumference and having a width being at least
equal to the thickness of the packaged biscuits.
[0018] As it will be apparent from the following descrip-
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tion, said slit 7 is used for issuing/taking out single biscuits
2 from the package according to the present invention.
[0019] According to the invention, in package 1, a pre-
determined distance away from the end 6 of the cylindri-
cal stack, a circumferentially extending semiannular por-
tion 8 of the wrapper (composed of the sheet 3 and the
underlying corrugated board 4) is only bounded along
three sides by a tear-off weakening line 9 (dink line), the
forth non-dink side (9a) being preferably parallel to the
wrapper generatrices.
[0020] Alternatively, a label 10, equipped with a per-
manent adhesive, having considerably higher cross-di-
mensions (length and width) than said portion 8, is simul-
taneously applied on said portion 8 and on the wrapper
surrounding it, being symmetrically placed with respect
to the portion 8. An initial section 10a of said label which,
on the opposite side to the non-dink side (9a) of the strip-
like portion 8, does not cover said portion 8, is not coated
by the adhesive and it is a strong grasp of the label 10
when it is torn off from said wrapper and from the under-
lying board. Meanwhile, through this separation, the strip-
like portion 8 is also torn off, subsequently obtaining the
slit 7 for issuing/taking out the packaged biscuits 2. Once
issuing has occurred, the portion can be applied here
again to close said slit 7, because of the adhesive layer
on the label 10.
[0021] Once a biscuit has been taken out of the pack-
age 1, another biscuit 2 will present itself at the slit 7,
urged by the weight of the stack of the remaining biscuits.
This newly-presented biscuit can be in turn taken out or
the wrapper and corrugated board portion 8 can be
closed thereon.
[0022] As for the slit 7, it is preferably at the same dis-
tance from the package ends and its preferred width al-
most corresponds to the thickness of four biscuits.

Claims

1. A package for a plurality of biscuits (2) and similar
substantially round-shaped foodstuffs which are jux-
taposed to form a substantially cylindrical stack en-
veloped by a wrapper (3, 4), said wrapper comprises
a corrugated board sheet (4) contacting the side wall
of said cylindrical stack and a flexible sheet (3) of a
plastic material for foodstuffs which is enveloped
around said cylindrical stack, which is laterally cov-
ered by the corrugated board (4), welded along a
generatrix of said stack and sealed at the opposite
ends (5, 6) thereof, and a semiannular slit (7) for
issuing/taking out biscuits, wherein said slit (7) is ob-
tained from said wrapper (3, 4), extends circumfer-
entially, has a length at least equal to one half of the
cylindrical stack circumference and has a width at
least equal to the thickness of one of said biscuits,
characterized in that said slit is at the same dis-
tance from said ends (5, 6) of the cylindrical stack
and in that said wrapper (3, 4) comprises a semian-

nular strip-like portion (8) composed of said flexible
sheel (3) and said underlying corrugated board (4)
which portion (8) is bounded by a dink tear-off weak-
ening line (9), extending along three sides of said
portion (8), the forth non-dink side (9a) being parallel
to the generatrices of said cylindrical wrapper (3, 4),
grasping means (10) being associated to the side of
said strip-like portion (8), which is opposite to the
non-dink side (9a), for the strip-like portion (8) to be
torn away along said weakening line (9), thus obtain-
ing said slit (7), means being provided for closing
said slit (7).

2. A package according to claim 1, characterised in
that said slit (7) is longer than half the circumference
of said cylindrical stack.

3. A package according to claim 1, characterised in
that the width of said slit (7) spans at least the thick-
ness of four of said biscuits (2).

4. A package according to claim 1, characterised in
that said grasping means (10) are composed of a
label being equipped with a permanent-type adhe-
sive.

5. A package for a plurality of biscuits (2) and similar
substantially round-shaped foodstuffs which are jux-
taposed to form a substantially cylindrical stack en-
veloped by a wrapper (3, 4), said wrapper comprises
a corrugated board sheet (4) contacting the side wall
of said cylindrical stack and a flexible sheet (3) of a
plastic material for foodstuffs which is enveloped
around said cylindrical stack which is laterally cov-
ered by the corrugated board (4), welded along a
generatrix of said stack and sealed at the opposite
ends (5, 6) thereof, characterised in that a semi-
annular striplike portion (8) composed of said flexible
sheel (3) and said underlying corrugated board (4),
is formed in said wrapper (3, 4) a predetermined dis-
tance away from at least one of said ends (5, 6),
which semiannular portion (8) is bounded by a dink
line (9), extending along three sides thereof, the forth
non-dink side (9a) being parallel to the generatrices
of said wrapper (3, 4), said portion (8) circumferen-
tially extending for a length being at least equal to
half the circumference of said cylindrical stack and
having a width being at least equal to the thickness
of four of said biscuits (2), and wherein an adhesive
label (10), having a higher length and width than said
portion (8), is simultaneously applied on said portion
(8) and on said wrapper (3, 4), an initial section (10a)
of said label being free of adhesive to form a grasp
for tearing the label (10) as well as said portion (8)
of the wrapper (3, 4) off to form a semiannular slit
(7) for issuing/taking out said biscuits (2) and for plac-
ing them here again to close said slit (7).

3 4 



EP 1 457 424 B1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Patentansprüche

1. Verpackung für mehrere Kekse (2) und ähnliche
Nahrungsmittel von im Wesentlichen runder Form,
die so aneinanderliegen, dass sie einen im Wesent-
lichen zylindrischen Stapel bilden, der von einer Um-
hüllung (3, 4) umgeben ist, wobei die Umhüllung eine
Wellpappelage (4), die die Seitenwand des zylindri-
schen Stapels berührt, und eine flexible Lage (3) aus
einem Kunststoff für Nahrungsmittel aufweist, die
um den zylindrischen Stapel gewickelt ist, der seitlich
von der Wellpappe (4) bedeckt ist, wobei die flexible
Lage entlang einer Mantellinie des Stapels ver-
schweißt und an den entgegengesetzten Enden (5,
6) von diesem verschlossen ist, und eine halbring-
förmige Öffnung (7) zum Ausgeben bzw. Heraus-
nehmen von Keksen, wobei die Öffnung (7) in der
Umhüllung (3, 4) erhalten wird, sich in Umfangsrich-
tung erstreckt, eine Länge hat, die mindestens gleich
der Hälfte des Umfangs des zylindrischen Stapels
ist, und eine Breite hat, die mindestens der Dicke
eines der Kekse entspricht, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass die Öffnung von den Enden (5, 6) des
zylindrischen Stapels gleich weit entfernt ist und die
Umhüllung (3, 4) einen halbringförmigen, streifenar-
tigen Abschnitt (8) aufweist, der aus der flexiblen La-
ge (3) und der darunterliegenden Wellpappe (4) be-
steht, welcher Abschnitt (8) von einer trennbaren Ab-
reißschwächungslinie (9) begrenzt ist, die entlang
drei Seiten des Abschnitts (8) verläuft, wobei die vier-
te, nicht trennbare Seite (9a) parallel zu den Mantel-
linien der zylindrischen Umhüllung (3, 4) verläuft, wo-
bei Ergreifungsmittel (10) der Seite des streifenarti-
gen Abschnitts (8) zugeordnet sind, die der nicht
trennbaren Seite (9a) entgegengesetzt ist, damit der
streifenartige Abschnitt (8) entlang der Schwä-
chungslinie (9) weggerissen werden kann, womit
man die Öffnung (7) erhält, wobei Mittel zum Ver-
schließen der Öffnung (7) vorgesehen sind.

2. Verpackung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Öffnung (7) länger als die Hälfte
des Umfangs des zylindrischen Stapels ist.

3. Verpackung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass sich die Breite der Öffnung (7) zu-
mindest über die Dicke von vier Keksen (2) erstreckt.

4. Verpackung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Ergreifungsmittel (10) aus einem
Etikett bestehen, das mit einem Permanentklebstoff
versehen ist.

5. Verpackung für mehrere Kekse (2) und ähnliche
Nahrungsmittel von im Wesentlichen runder Form,
die so aneinanderliegen, dass sie einen im Wesent-
lichen zylindrischen Stapel bilden, der von einer Um-
hüllung (3, 4) umgeben ist, wobei die Umhüllung eine

Wellpappelage (4), die die Seitenwand des zylindri-
schen Stapels berührt, und eine flexible Lage (3) aus
einem Kunststoff für Nahrungsmittel aufweist, die
um den zylindrischen Stapel gewickelt ist, der seitlich
von der Wellpappe (4) bedeckt ist, wobei die flexible
Lage entlang einer Mantellinie des Stapels ver-
schweißt und an den entgegengesetzten Enden (5,
6) von diesem verschlossen ist, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass in der Umhüllung (3, 4), um einen
vorbestimmten Abstand von zumindest einem der
Enden (5, 6) entfernt, ein halbringförmiger Abschnitt
(8) gebildet ist, der aus der flexiblen Lage (3) und
der darunterliegenden Wellpappe (4) besteht und
von einer Trennlinie (9) begrenzt ist, die entlang drei
Seiten von ihm verläuft, wobei die vierte, nicht trenn-
bare Seite (9a) parallel zu den Mantellinien der Um-
hüllung (3, 4) liegt, wobei sich der Abschnitt (8) in
Umfangsrichtung um eine Länge erstreckt, die min-
destens gleich der Hälfte des Umfangs des zylindri-
schen Stapels ist, und eine Breite hat, die minde-
stens der Dicke von vier Keksen (2) entspricht, und
wobei ein Klebeetikett (10) mit einer größeren Länge
und Breite als der Abschnitt (8) gleichzeitig auf dem
Abschnitt (8) und der Umhüllung (3, 4) angebracht
ist, wobei ein Anfangsteilstück (10a) des Etiketts frei
von Klebstoff ist, um ein Griffmittel zum Aufreißen
des Etiketts (10) und des Abschnitts (8) der Umhül-
lung (3, 4) zu bilden, um eine halbringförmige Öff-
nung (7) zum Ausgeben bzw. Herausnehmen der
Kekse (2) zu bilden, und um sie dort wieder anzu-
ordnen, um dann die Öffnung (7) zu verschließen.

Revendications

1. Emballage pour une pluralité de biscuits (2) et d’ali-
ments de forme sensiblement ronde similaires qui
sont juxtaposés pour former une pile sensiblement
cylindrique enveloppée par un papier d’emballage
(3, 4), ledit papier d’emballage comprend une feuille
de carton ondulé (4) en contact avec la paroi latérale
de ladite pile cylindrique et une feuille souple (3) en
un matériau plastique pour aliments qui est envelop-
pée autour de ladite pile cylindrique, qui est recou-
verte latéralement par le carton ondulé (4), soudée
le long d’une génératrice de ladite pile et scellée aux
extrémités opposées (5, 6) de celle-ci, et une fente
semi-annulaire(7) pour sortir/extraire des biscuits,
dans lequel ladite fente (7) est obtenue à partir dudit
papier d’emballage (3, 4), s’étend circonférentielle-
ment, a une longueur au moins égale à la moitié de
la circonférence de la pile cylindrique et a une largeur
au moins égale à l’épaisseur d’un desdits biscuits,
caractérisé en ce que ladite fente est à la même
distance desdites extrémités (5, 6) de la pile cylin-
drique et en ce que ledit papier d’emballage (3, 4)
comprend une partie en forme de bande semi-an-
nulaire (8) composée de ladite feuille souple (3) et
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dudit carton ondulé sous-jacent (4), laquelle partie
(8) est délimitée par une ligne d’affaiblissement pré-
découpée déchirable (9) s’étendant le long de trois
côtés de ladite partie (8), le côté non-prédécoupé
avant (9a) étant parallèle aux génératrices dudit pa-
pier d’emballage (3, 4), des moyens de préhension
(10) étant associés au côté de ladite partie en forme
de bande (8) qui est opposé au côté non-prédécoupé
(9a) pour que la partie en forme de bande (8) soit
déchirée le long de ladite ligne d’affaiblissement (9),
obtenant ainsi ladite fente (7), des moyens étant pré-
vus pour fermer ladite fente (7).

2. Emballage selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en
ce que ladite fente (7) est plus longue que la moitié
de la circonférence de ladite pile cylindrique.

3. Emballage selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en
ce que la largeur de ladite fente (7) couvre au moins
l’épaisseur de quatre desdits biscuits (2).

4. Emballage selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en
ce que lesdits moyens de préhension (10) sont com-
posés d’une étiquette qui est munie d’un adhésif de
type permanent.

5. Emballage pour une pluralité de biscuits (2) et d’ali-
ments de forme sensiblement ronde similaires qui
sont juxtaposés pour former une pile sensiblement
cylindrique enveloppée par un papier d’emballage
(3, 4), ledit papier d’emballage comprenant une
feuille de carton ondulé (4) en contact avec la paroi
latérale de ladite pile cylindrique et une feuille souple
(3) en un matériau plastique pour aliments qui est
enveloppée autour de ladite pile cylindrique qui est
recouverte latéralement par le carton ondulé (4),
soudée le long d’une génératrice de ladite pile et
scellée aux extrémités opposées (5, 6) de celle-ci,
caractérisé en ce qu’une partie en forme de bande
semi-annulaire (8) composée de ladite feuille souple
(3) et dudit carton ondulé sous-jacent (4) est formée
dans ledit papier d’emballage (3, 4) à une distance
prédéterminée d’au moins une desdites extrémités
(5, 6), laquelle partie semi-annulaire (8) est délimitée
par une ligne de prédécoupage (9) s’étendant le long
de trois côtés de celle-ci, le côté non-prédécoupé
avant (9a) étant parallèle aux génératrices dudit pa-
pier d’emballage (3, 4), ladite partie (8) s’étendant
circonférentiellement sur une longueur au moins
égale à la moitié de la circonférence de ladite pile
cylindrique et ayant une largeur au moins égale à
l’épaisseur de quatre desdits biscuits (2), et dans
lequel une étiquette adhésive (10) ayant une lon-
gueur et une largeur supérieures à ladite partie (8)
est appliquée simultanément sur ladite partie (8) et
sur ledit papier d’emballage (3, 4), une section initiale
(10a) de ladite étiquette étant exempte d’adhésif
pour former une prise pour arracher l’étiquette (10)

ainsi que ladite partie (8) du papier d’emballage (3,
4) pour former une fente semi-annulaire (7) pour sor-
tir/extraire lesdits biscuits (2) et pour les remettre à
leur place pour fermer ladite fente (7).
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