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(54) Fastener with sliding hook for restraint system, and method of using fastener

(57) A fastener for a restraint system. The restraint
system is preferably intended to be used in a vehicle with
a lower anchor. The fastener includes a clip having lon-
gitudinal axis, with a hook end and a strap attachment
end, the hook end having a curved portion defining a
hook and an opening to the hook for receiving the lower
anchor. A cover is slidably secured to the clip, the cover
slidable relative to the clip along the longitudinal axis,
between a closed position and an open position, wherein
with the cover in the open position, the hook opening is
exposed, and with the cover in the closed position the
hook opening is closed by the cover. With the cover in

the open position the fastener may hooked or unhooked
to the lower anchor, and with the cover. in the closed
position, a lower anchor located in the hook will be locked
within the hook. The fastener may also include a lock for
locking the cover in the closed posinon and the open
position. The present invention also contemplates pro-
viding a lower anchor belt system to be used to secure
a child restraint seat to a vehicle equipped with at least
one pair of lower anchors which includes a rigid, round
rod or bar typically located at the seat bight. The system
includes a strap having a first end and a second end, a
strap adjuster coupled to the strap and two of the lower
anchor fasteners.
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