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(54) A device for locking and unlocking the door of an electric household appliance

(57) The device comprises:
a housing (2, 13) with an opening (3) into which a retaining
member (A) connected to the door can be introduced
along a predetermined axis,
a slide (4) which is movable along the said axis and to
which a hook member (5), pivotable about an axis (6)
transverse the said axis, is articulated;
a resilient member (8) is interposed between the slide
(4) and the housing (2) and can adopt two stable config-
urations in which it arranges the slide (4) in a first oper-
ative position and in a second operative position, respec-
tively, and in which guide profiles (7) which are fixed rel-
ative to the housing (2) and cooperate with the hook
member (5) arrange the hook member in a rest position
in which it allows the retaining member (A) to be intro-
duced into the opening (3) and in a working position in
which the hook member (5) can restrain the retaining
member (A) which has been introduced into the opening
(3), respectively.

The arrangement is such that, when the retaining
member (A) of the door is introduced into the opening
(3), it can bring about a movement of the slide (4) from
the first position towards the second position by a dis-
tance sufficient to bring about a snap-switching of the
resilient member (8) from the first configuration to the
second and the consequent movement of the slide (4) to
the second operative position.

The device (1) further comprises a locking member
(14) movable between a release position and an engage-
ment position in which it can permit and prevent the
movement of the slide (4) from the working position to

the rest position, respectively.
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