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(54) Gaming machine with persistent bonus state

(57) A method of conducting a wagering game on a
gaming machine during a single gaming session is dis-
closed. The wagering game includes a basic game and
abonus game. The bonus gameis triggered by a special
outcome in the basic game. According to the method,
the machine receives a first wager to play the wagering
game. In response to an occurrence of the special out-
come, the bonus game is conducted until terminated at
one of a plurality of possible states. The machine sub-
sequently receives a second wager to play the wagering
game. In response to a subsequent occurrence of the
special outcome, the bonus game resumes from the one
of the plurality of possible states as long as game credits
remain in the machine between the occurrence and the
subsequent occurrence of the special outcome. Other-
wise, the bonus game resets so that it commences from
an introductory state when the special outcome subse-
quently occurs.

14

| A A4 F—23%

)
|

FIG. 1

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



w

EPO FORM 1503 03.82 (P04C01)

P)

EP 1469 432 A3

European Patent
Office

EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Application Number

EP 04 00 8885

Category

Citation of document with indication, where appropriate,
of relevant passages

Relevant
to claim

CLASSIFICATION OF THE
APPLICATION (Int.CL7)

X

US 2003/064797 Al (JACKSON JAMES P ET AL)
3 April 2003 (2003-04-03)

* abstract *

* paragraphs [0001], [0005], [0019]
[0034], [0036], [0040]; figures 1,2 *

EP 1 082 979 A (WMS GAMING, INC)

14 March 2001 (2001-03-14)

* abstract *

* paragraphs [0006], [0007], [0012]
[6017], [0019] - [0022], [0025] -
[0029]; figures 1-11 *

US 6 347 996 Bl (GILMORE JASON C ET AL)
19 February 2002 (2002-02-19)

* abstract *

* column 1, 1ine 46 - line 55 *

* column 2, 1ine 36 - column 5, line 2;
figures 1-7 *

The present search report has been drawn up for all claims

1-16

GO7F17/32

TECHNICAL FIELDS
SEARCHED  (Int.CL7)

GO7F

Place of search Date of completion of the search

Munich 29 April 2005

Examiner

Kling, J

CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS

X : particularly relevant if taken alone

Y : particularly relevant if combined with another
document of the same category

A : technological background

O : non-written disclosure

P : intermediate document document

T : theory or principle underlying the invention

E : earlier patent document, but published on, or

after the filing date

D : document cited in the application
L : document cited for other reasons

& : member of the same patent family, corresponding




EP 1469 432 A3

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 04 00 8885

This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

EPO FORM P0459

29-04-2005
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date
US 2003064797 Al 03-04-2003 CA 2404569 Al 28-03-2003
EP 1082979 A 14-03-2001  US 6254481 Bl 03-07-2001
AU 770167 B2 12-02-2004
AU 5505100 A 15-03-2001
CA 2315503 Al 10-03-2001
EP 1082979 A2 14-03-2001
US 2002151360 Al 17-10-2002
US 2002002078 Al 03-01-2002
ZA 200004683 A 13-03-2001
US 6347996 Bl 19-02-2002 AU 5446001 A 14-03-2002
CA 2352630 Al 12-03-2002
EP 1199689 A2 24-04-2002
ZA 200105650 A 10-01-2003

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82




	bibliography
	search report

