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Description

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a coffin cover
to enclose an inner coffin which will usually be made of
inexpensive, recycled and/or biodegradable material.
[0002] Traditional wooden coffins are expensive
items and typically have intricate metal or plastic fittings.
If a body is to be cremated, conventionally the coffin is
incinerated along with the body. Many people, however,
see this as wasteful both from a financial and from an
environmental point of view. As a result it is now possible
to secure coffins made from less expensive, environ-
mentally friendly materials such as cardboard and wick-
er. However, such coffins are not attractive and many
people choose not to use them simply for appearance's
sake at the funeral.

[0003] With aview to overcoming the aforementioned
problem, coffin covers have been proposed which com-
prise an outer cover in the form of a traditional wooden
coffin or casket in which the actual cardboard coffin is
located. A panel of the outer coffin cover is removable
in order that, immediately prior to cremation and out of
view of the attendees at the funeral, the inner coffin can
be removed from the cover for incineration. The coffin
cover can then bere-used. There is, however, a problem
with this practice as many crematoria are reluctant to be
seen returning what appears to be a coffin to the funeral
director immediately after the funeral for removal in the
hearse.

[0004] The object of the present invention is to over-
come the aforementioned problem.

[0005] According tothe presentinvention there is pro-
vided a coffin cover in the form of a traditional coffin or
casket with a base panel, side panels, end panels and
a lid,

characterised in that the end panels can be detached
from the side panels of the cover and, on removal of the
lid, the side panels and the end panels can be stacked
to lie parallel with the base panel and the lid to form a
flat pack.

[0006] Such a pack has the advantage that it can be
placed inside a carrying case, bag or cover and removed
discretely by a back door from a crematorium without it
being realized that it comprises the coffin cover. In ad-
dition, such a pack can be readily carried by one person.
Also, as the pack only has a thickness of a few centime-
tres, it can be stowed away beneath the deck of the
hearse, which can therefore exit the grounds of a cre-
matorium apparently empty.

[0007] Preferably, the side panels are hinged to the
base panel. Alternatively, the side panels are detacha-
bly fastened to the base panel.

[0008] Preferably, the base panel has a width that is
at least twice the width of the side panels in order that
they can be located without overlap within the area de-
fined by the base panel.

[0009] Preferably also, the inner side of the lid defines
a recess in which the end panels can be located when
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detached from the side panels. Such a recess can also
be used to accommodate any handles provided on the
outer faces of the side panels, the end panels being lo-
cated between the handles.

[0010] Preferably also, the end panels can be bolted
to the side panels via threaded fasteners that pass
through bores formed in the end panels and into closed
bores defined in side edges of the side panels.

[0011] Preferably also, the lid can be screwed to the
side panels via threaded fasteners that pass through
bores formed in the lid and into closed bores defined in
the uppermost edge of the side panels.

[0012] Preferably also, a plurality of the closed bores
defined in the uppermost edge of the side panels are
each fitted with a threaded bracket or washer through
which the fastener must also pass when being screwed
into the closed bore.

[0013] Preferably also, each of the brackets or wash-
ers is seated into a portion of increased diameter at the
open end of the closed bores in the uppermost edge of
the side panels.

[0014] Preferably also, brackets rather than washers
are provided which brackets are secured to the interior
face of the side panels.

[0015] Preferably also, the lid can be secured to the
side panels by threaded fasteners in the form of plume
SCrews.

[0016] Advantageously, a bag or cover is provided in-
to which the flat packs can be located.

[0017] Preferably also, the bag or cover can be folded
or rolled for storage within the recess in the lid when the
coffin cover is in an erected state.

[0018] Preferably also, the bag comprises at leastone
pocket in which fasteners holding the cover in an erect-
ed state can be stored when the cover has been dis-
mantled into the flat pack.

[0019] An example of the present invention will now
be described by way of example with reference to the
accompanying drawings in which:-

Fig. 1 is a perspective, partially exploded view of a
coffin cover according to the present invention;

Fig. 2 is a vertical cross-sectional view, to an en-
larged scale, of a portion of a side panel and a lid,
when fitted thereto, of the coffin cover shown in Fig.
1,

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view along the line Il in
Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a bag, in an unfolded
condition and to a reduced scale as compared with
Fig. 1, for use in transporting the coffin cover of the
invention;

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 4 but showing the bag
partially folded around a coffin cover; and
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Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 5 but showing the bag
when almost in a closed position folded around a
coffin cover.

[0020] A coffin cover 1 is provided which when erect-
ed has the appearance of a traditional wooden coffin or
casket. The cover 1 may be provided with ornate han-
dles (not shown) and other ornamental furniture appro-
priate for a coffin. As the cover 1 is going to be re-used
and not incinerated or buried, the cover 1 can be made
of solid wood rather than veneered chipboard and can
be provided with solid metal furniture rather than metal-
lized plastics furniture. The coffin cover 1 can, therefore,
have all the appearance of an expensive coffin.

[0021] As shown in the drawing, the coffin cover 1
comprises a base panel 2, two side panels 3, two end
panels 4 and a lid 5. The side panels 3 are hinged to the
base panel 2 by a series of internally mounted hinges 6
that are evenly spaced along the length of the cover 1.
Advantageously, the base panel 2 has a width that is at
least twice the width of the side panels 3 in order that
they can be folded without overlap to lie parallel to the
base panel 2 within the area defined by the base panel
2. The coffin cover 1 is, therefore, slightly wider than
would otherwise be the case even given that it must ac-
commodate an actual coffin.

[0022] In an alternative arrangement, the side panels
3 may detachably fastened to the base panel 2 using
any readily unlockable fastener, for example a bracket
with a removable locking pin. This enables the side pan-
els 3 to be completely detached from the base panel 2
and simply overlaid on the base panel 2.

[0023] The end panels 4 are bolted to the side panels
3 via threaded fasteners such as bolts 7 that pass
through bores 8 formed in the end panels 4 and into
closed bores 9 defined in the side panels 3. Preferably,
the bolts 7 are provided with ornamental heads (not
shown) and can be readily tightened by hand so that
they can be easily manually unscrewed when it is de-
sired to collapse the coffin cover 1.

[0024] Conveniently, the inner side of the lid 5 defines
a recess 10 in which the end panels 4 can be located
when detached from the side panels 3. This protects the
end panels 4 and means that the thickness of the pack
produced when the cover 1 is collapsed can be about
the same as the combined thickness of the base panel
1, a side panel 3 and the lid 5. Such a thickness is typ-
ically only a few centimetres. If the cover 1 is provided
with handles on the side panels 4, these also can be
positioned so that they are accommodated with in the
recess when the cover 1 is collapsed between or to one
side of the end panels 4.

[0025] Thelid 5is also provided with threaded fasten-
ers such as plume screws 11 that pass through bores
12 formed in the lid 5 and screw into blind threaded
bores 13 provided along the top edge of the side panels
3. In addition, the end panels 4 can also be provided
with a series of blind threaded bores (not shown) to allow
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a number of plume screws 11 to be screwed into the end
panels 4. In both cases the plume screws 11 are provid-
ed with ornamental 'plumed' heads so that they can be
readily tightened and unscrewed by hand.

[0026] In order to reduce wear on the threaded bores
13, the open ends of the bores 13 are preferably fitted
with threaded brackets 14 or washers (not shown)
through which the screws 11 must also pass when being
screwed into the closed bores 13. Such brackets 14 are
shown in Figs. 2 and 3 and are seated into portions 15
of increased diameter at the ends of the bores 14. Pref-
erably, brackets 14 rather than simple washers are pro-
vided, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, which brackets 14 are
each screwed to the interior face of the side panels 3 by
a pair of screws 16 that pass into the side faces on either
side of the bore 12 respectively. The screws 16 prevent
the bracket 14 from being pulled out of the enlarged por-
tions 15 of the bore 13 when the screw 11 is being tight-
ened. Up to eight plume screws 11 and associated bores
13 and brackets 14 are typically provided spaced appro-
priately along the sides of the lid 5 for each coffin cover
1.

[0027] It will be appreciated that the coffin cover 1 can
be readily collapsed after a funeral. After removal of the
lid 5 and one of the end panels 4, the inner coffin can
be removed for cremation. Removal of the other end
panel 4 then enables the side panels 3 to be folded down
against the base panel 2. The end panels 4 can then be
fitted into the recess 10 in the lid which can be position
over the folded-down side panels 3 to form a flat pack.
For ease of handling and also for discretion, a bag or
cover 17 is preferably provided into which the pack can
then be located. If necessary, the pack may also be
strapped using conventional webbing straps or the like
prior to being placed in the bag 17. The recess 10 in the
lid 5 of the coffin cover 1 is a convenient location to store
the bag 17 prior to collapse of the coffin cover 1. Straps
or other fastening means can be provided to hold the
bag 17 in place within the recess 10 whilst the coffin cov-
er 1 itself is in use.

[0028] The bag 17 and its use is shown in Figs. 4 to
6. The bag is preferably made from a strong, weather-
proof yet lightweight material that can be folded or rolled
so that the bag 17 can be fitted easily within the recess
10. For discretion, itis best if the bag is made in a neutral
colour not normally associated with funerals. Suitable
materials are canvas, nylon or a polypropylene material.
The bag 17 is made of a suitable size for the cover 1
and comprises a main bag portion 18 together with end
flaps 19 and side flaps 20. Connecting straps 21 are at-
tached to the end flaps to hold then together. These
straps 21 are fastened once the collapsed coffin cover
in pack form has been located within the main portion
18 of the bag 17, as shown in Fig. 5. The side flaps 20
can then be folded over the end flaps 19 and secured
in place. Securement of the straps 21 to each other and
the side flaps 20 is preferably achieved using hook and
loop fastening material, such as is marketed under the
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trade mark VELCRO. Pieces of this material 22, 23 are
secured to the ends of the straps and along the edges
of the side flaps 20 to this end. However, it will be ap-
preciated that any suitable fastening arrangement could
be used. On the outside of the bag 19 are a series of
handles 24, which given the weight of the bag 17 when
full, are preferably sell secured to the bag 17, for exam-
ple by double stitching.

[0029] The bag 17 may also be provided with two
pockets 25,26 as shown in Fig. 5. One of these pockets
25 can be used to store the plume screws 11, bolts 7
and the like which hold the coffin cover 1 together when
erected. The other pocket 26 is preferably made using
a clear material and is for receiving an identifying label
of the funeral director or other documentation.

[0030] It will thus be appreciated that the invention
provides a means of transporting a coffin cover in a dis-
crete and simple manner that overcomes the objections
to conventional coffin covers expressed by many cre-
matoria.

Claims

1. A coffin cover (1) in the form of a traditional coffin
or casket with a base panel (2), side panels (3), end
panels (4) and a lid (5), characterised in that the
end panels (4) can be detached from the side pan-
els (3) of the cover (1) and, on removal of the lid (5),
the side panels (3) and the end panels (4) can be
stacked to lie parallel with the base panel (2) and
the lid (5) to form a flat pack.

2. Acoffin cover as claimed in Claim 1, characterised
in that the side panels (3) are hinged to the base
panel (2).

3. Acoffin cover as claimed in Claim 1, characterised
in that the side panels (3) are detachably fastened
to the base panel (2).

4. A coffin cover as claimed in any of Claims 1 to 3,
characterised in that the base panel (2) has a
width that is at least twice the width of the side pan-
els (3) in order that they can be located without over-
lap within the area defined by the base panel (2).

5. A coffin cover as claimed in any of Claims 1 to 4,
characterised in that the inner side of the lid (5)
defines a recess (10) in which the end panels (4)
can be located when detached from the side panels

3).

6. A coffin cover as claimed in any of Claims 1 to 5,
characterised in that the end panels (4) can be
bolted to the side panels (3) via threaded fasteners
(7) that pass through bores formed (8) in the end
panels (4) and into closed bores (9) defined in the
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10.

1.

12

13.

14.

side panels (3).

A coffin cover as claimed in any of Claims 1 to 6,
characterised in that the lid (5) can be screwed to
the side panels (3) via threaded fasteners (11) that
pass through bores (12) formed in the lid (5) and
into closed bores (13) defined in the uppermost
edge of the side panels (3).

A coffin cover as claimed in Claim 7, characterised
in that a plurality of the closed bores (13) defined
in the uppermost edge of the side panels (3) are
each fitted with a threaded bracket (14) or washer
through which the fastener (11) must also pass
when being screwed into the closed bore (13).

A coffin cover as claimed in Claim 8, characterised
in that each of the brackets (14) or washers is seat-
ed into a portion (15) of increased diameter at the
open end of the closed bores (13) in the uppermost
edge of the side panels (3).

A coffin cover as claimed in Claim 8 or 9, charac-
terised in that brackets (14) are provided which are
secured to the interior face of the side panels (3).

A coffin cover as claimed in any of Claims 1 to 10,
characterised in that the lid (5) can be secured to
the side panels by threaded fasteners (11) in the
form of plume screws.

A coffin cover as claimed in any of Claims 1 to 11,
characterised in that a bag or cover (17) is provid-
ed into which the flat pack can be located.

A coffin cover as claimed in Claim 12 when depend-
ent on Claim 5, characterised in that the bag or
cover (17) can be folded or rolled for storage within
the recess (10) in the lid when the coffin cover is in
an erected state.

A coffin cover as claimed in Claim 12 or Claim 13,
characterised in that the bag (17) comprises at
least one pocket (25) in which fasteners holding the
cover in an erected state can be stored when the
cover has been dismantled into the flat pack.
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