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(54) A method and apparatus for image forming capable of efficiently replenishing toner from a
soft toner container

(57) An image forming apparatus includes a toner
container, a toner transportation tube and a nozzle. The
toner container contains toner and includes a connect-
ing cap having an opening which has a first lateral cross-
sectional area and through which the toner is dis-
charged. The nozzle includes an inner passage having
a second lateral cross-sectional area greater than sixty
percent of the first lateral cross-sectional area and first
and second ends arranged opposite in an axial direc-

tion. The first and second ends have openings in com-
munication with each other through the inner passage.
The first end is securely connected to the connecting
cap of the toner container by an insertion of the toner
container with the connecting cap facing the first end
and the second end is securely connected to the toner
transportation tube. The nozzle is arranged in an ap-
proximately vertical direction with the first end facing up-
ward.
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