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(54) Sealing mechanism for a vessel and method of sealing a vessel by means of said sealing

mechanism

(57)  Asealing mechanism for a vessel (2; 20) which
has an opening portion (3) closable by a cap (1)
said cap (1) having a plug portion (4) and a seal plug (5);
the plug portion (4) having an end wall (11) for covering
the opening portion (3) of said vessel (2), a side wall
(12), and a cylindrical wall (15) projecting generally ax-
ially from the end wall (11);

the side wall (12) having an inner circumferential
surface arranged to engage an outer circumferential
surface of the opening portion (3) ;

the cylindrical wall (15) being positioned inwardly
of the side wall (12), and forming a receiving chamber
(14), the receiving chamber having an opening (13) at
its end remote from the end wall (11);

the seal plug (5) being removably attachable to the
cylindrical wall so as to close the receiving chamber
opening (13), and having an outer circumferential por-
tion (16) arranged, in use, to project beyond the outer
circumference of the cylindrical wall (15);

wherein the opening portion (3) of said vessel (2;
20) is provided with an inwardly protruding portion (22),
which is so dimensioned and arranged that the outer cir-
cumferential portion (16) of the seal plug (5) may pass
the protruding portion (22) when the cap (1) is applied
to the vessel (2; 20), but may not pass the protruding
portion (22) when the cap (1) is removed, thereby caus-
ing removal of the seal plug (5) from the receiving cham-
ber (14).
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1,2-3,7

Sealing mechanism for a vessel whereby an inner sleeve is to
be arranged in the opening portion of said vessel

2. claims: 1,4-6,8

Sealing mechanism for a vessel whereby an opening portion of
the vessel is to be joined to a storage portion of said
vessel :
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