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(54) Retractable packaging

(57)  An elongated retractable packaging that can be
compressed and elongated axially and encloses an elon-
gated member is disclosed. The retractable packaging
comprises of an elongated hollow tube housing (1) with
a flexible bellow section (2) between the two ends of the
elongated hollow tube housing (1). Both ends of the elon-
gated hollow tube housing (1) may be sealed with an
opening means such as a weakened section in the form
of a score line provided near one sealed end or one end

of the elongated hollow tube housing may be sealed and
the other end may be opened. The elongated hollow tube
housing (1) encloses an elongated member (5). The elon-
gated member (5) may have an applicator (7) at one (8)
of its ends. When the elongated hollow tube housing (1)
is retracted, the applicator (7) at the end (8) of the elon-
gated member (5) is exposed for application. After appli-
cation, the elongated hollow tube housing (1) may be
stretched back to its original length to enclose the appli-
cator end.
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Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, hamely:

see sheet B

D All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, nhamely claims:
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D None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-10

A retractable packaging with bellows between tube sections
and an elongate member disposed within said tubes

2. claims: 11-19

A retractable packaging wherein two tubes are slidable
relative to each other and an elongate member disposed
within said tubes

3. claims: 20-22

at its ends are different and an elongate member having
different diameters at its end and being slidable relative
to the tube

A retractable packaging having one tube wherein the diameter




EPO FORM P0459

EP 1 498 360 A3

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 04 01 2794

This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

30-08-2006
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication

cited in search report date member(s) date

US 5219338 A 15-06-1993  NONE

US 4915697 A 10-04-1990  NONE

US 3481676 A 02-12-1969  NONE

EP 0336529 A 11-10-1989  CA 1297639 C 24-03-1992
US 4822332 A 18-04-1989

US 5312366 A 17-05-1994  US 5290254 A 01-03-1994

BE 393820 A NONE

US 6261265 Bl 17-07-2001  DE 69813572 D1 22-05-2003
DE 69813572 T2 26-02-2004
EP 1009301 Al 21-06-2000
ES 2195380 T3 01-12-2003
FR 2767469 Al 26-02-1999
WO 9909898 Al 04-03-1999

US 5695474 A 09-12-1997 CA 2185187 Al 19-03-1997
DE 69618405 D1 14-02-2002
DE 69618405 T2 01-08-2002
EP 0763369 Al 19-03-1997
ES 2171213 T3 01-09-2002
JP 3174278 B2 11-06-2001
JP 9103492 A 22-04-1997

US 4415288 A 15-11-1983  NONE

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82



	bibliography
	search report

